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A.
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

1.
CONVERSION

I trusted Christ as my personal Savior on July 2, 1981 at the age of 20.  This came

as a result of seeing the film, “The Cross and the Switchblade,” attending Bible studies, and 
reading the Bible and Christian books.


My wife, Lorrie, trusted Christ on June 14, 1975 at the age of 16.  This came as a result 
of talking to her sister who was the first one in their family to become a Christian.

2.
CALL TO THE MINISTRY AND PREPARATION FOR THE MINISTRY

Soon after I trusted Christ in 1981, I began to have a desire to go into full-time 

vocational ministry. My major in college was Psychology and I always wanted to work with 
people.  Once I saw the changes that Christ made in my life I became convinced that the best 
way to help others was to tell them about Christ.


During my senior year in college (1981-82) I got involved with Campus Crusade For 
Christ.  The student and staff leaders of Campus Crusade For Christ discipled me and trained me 
to share my faith, and helped point me in the direction of pursuing full-time evangelistic 
ministry.


Upon graduation from college in 1982, I went on staff with The Student Life Center at 
Temple University.  This was a local Christian organization.  I was their evangelist on the 
campus.  For four years my primary responsibilities were personal and group evangelism, 
discipling new believers and teaching Bible Studies.  In 1986 I felt God’s leading to pursue 
pastoral ministry.  This led me to attend Dallas Seminary.  I moved to Dallas in August of 1986 
and graduated from Dallas Theological Seminary in May, 1990 with the Th. M degree.  Upon 
graduation from D.T.S. the Lord led us to Harmony Bible Church in Danville, Iowa where I 
served as Associate Pastor of Evangelism and Discipleship from 1990-1997.  In March of 1997 
my wife and I sensed God leading us to start a church in Frederick County, Maryland.  In August 
of 1997, we moved to Urbana, MD to plant Mountain View Community Church. 

B
DOCTRINAL SECTION

1.
THE SCRIPTURES

a.
General and Special Revelation

General revelation is made available by God to all people.  Through general 

revelation God reveals that He exists, that He is the Creator and that all men and women are 
responsible  before Him (Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:18-20).  General revelation is limited however 
in that it does not reveal the plan of salvation by clearly showing people how to come to know 
God in a personal way.  Thus, people will not be saved merely through general revelation.


Special revelation reveals who God is and how we can know Him personally.  In the past 
God used dreams, visions, miracles, and his audible and written word to reveal himself to men.  
Today he may use all those means, but he primarily has spoken to us through Jesus Christ 
(Hebrews 1:1-2) and reveals himself through his written Word, the Bible (2 Peter 1:16-21).
b.
Inspiration

I believe the Scriptures (Old and New Testament) are “God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16).

God superintended (2 Peter 1:20-21) the human authors so that, using their own individual 
personalities they composed without error His revelation to man in the words of the original 
autographs.  Inspiration does not mean that God inspired man to write what he thought was true, 
but God communicated and revealed to the writers the absolute truth and let them write it in their 
own style.


Each writer was guided in his choice of words so that each word was inspired by God and 
complete in every respect.  Some believe only concepts or certain portions of the Bible are 
inspired but this is not the teaching of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16).

In 1 Timothy 5:18, Paul assigns inspiration to a statement from Moses (Deuteronomy 
25:4) and Luke (Luke 10:7).  This passage equates Old Testament inspiration with New 
Testament inspiration.

c.
Illumination

Illumination is the process by which the Holy Spirit enlightens the unbeliever to 

understand the Scripture, and enlightens the believer to rightly interpret the Bible and discern 
what God is saying to him through the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 2:11-14).  

d.         Inerrancy and Infallability

I believe that the Scriptures are totally without error in the original manuscripts. 

There are no contradictions in the Bible.  Jesus said in John 17:17, “Thy Word is truth.”  Since 
Jesus is God and God does not lie (Titus 1:2), then God’s Word must be without error.


Inerrancy does not apply to manuscript copies, just as inspiration does not.  The scribes 
who copied the original writings occasionally made copying errors (e.g. errors due to faulty 
eyesight and faulty hearing), or added to the Scripture (John 5:3-4).  This should not destroy our 
confidence in the Bibles we use today because God has preserved His Word for us (Matthew 
5:18; 24:35).  The number of scribal errors is fairly small and through the use of textual criticism 
we can determine which textual variant is accurate and was likely the original writing.  

e.
The Canon

I believe the 66 books of the Bible (39 Old, 27 New) make up the Canon

(“measuring stick”).  These were recognized by the Council of Laodicea (367 A.D.), the Third 
Council of Carthage (397 A.D.) and the Council of Hippo (419 A.D.) as divinely inspired and the 
Word of the Lord.  These books were recognized because: (1) they bore witness of divine 
authority and human authorship, (2) they were authentic in the recording of facts, and (3) they 
had been recognized as God’s Word by the Early Church.  Two main forces that drove the effort 
to define which books were authoritative were the threat of false teaching and persecution. 

The Apocrypha was rightly rejected by these Councils because it does not claim 
inspiration for itself and is never quoted in the New Testament.  Moreover, these books contain 
errors (e.g. Baruch 6:3 states that the captivity in Babylon was seven generations, which 
contradicts Jeremiah’s prophecy in Jeremiah 29:10 and Ezra’s fulfillment in Ezra 1:1-11).

I believe the Canon is complete and closed.  I believe it is complete for three reasons.  
First, Jesus Christ accepted the same books of his day as that of the Jews (Matthew 23:35 and 
Luke 11:51).  Second, God has sovereignly preserved His word so that we have all the written 
revelation he desired for us to have (Matthew 5:18). Third, the writers of Scripture were apostles 
or prophets.  In regard to the New Testament, the apostles and prophets laid the foundation for 
the church (Ephesians 2:20).  Now that the foundation has been laid and the church is adding to 
that foundation, there is no need for additional apostles or prophets whom God would need to 
reveal “inspired” revelation for our instruction.   Since Scripture is complete, then it must also be 
closed. No other book should be expected to be discovered that could be included in the canon, 
nor will any book be written that can add to or improve upon what God has already revealed to 
us in His Word. The Bible, as we have it, is sufficient for faith and godly living.

f.
Hermeneutics (Observation, Interpretation and Application)

Hermeneutics is the science of studying a passage of Scripture to understand what

it says (observation), what it means (interpretation) and how it applies (application) to the 
original readers and to us today.

Inerrancy is crucial to the hermeneutical process, for without a belief in inerrancy the 
student may choose which commands to follow based on his/her own opinion.  Inerrancy 
demands that we submit ourselves to all of God's Word and we accept its admonitions as truth.  
The Word of God is authoritative because it is inerrant.


My hermeneutical method demands that I take all of Scripture as God-breathed.  As I 
study Scripture I seek to implement these three steps: 

1)
I observe what the text is saying.  In this step I seek to understand

the historical context (audience, setting etc.) and the genre of the literature (narrative, didactic, 
visionary etc.).  

2)
I interpret what the Scripture means by exegeting the text

using a literal, grammatical, contextual approach (examining the verses surrounding the passage, 
the chapter, as well as the argument of the entire book), looking for figures of speech and 
comparing Scripture with Scripture (within the book and elsewhere throughout the Old and New 
Testament). 

3)
I apply what the Scripture says and means to my life by 

looking for commands to obey, promises to claim, examples to follow, sins to avoid, lessons to 
learn etc.  By memorizing and meditating on these Scriptures, God speaks to me through His 
Word and works in my life to make me more like Him.

2.
THE PERSON OF GOD

God is an eternal, personal being consisting of one essence, subsisting of three 

persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  God possesses incommunicable 
attributes (i.e. those that are unique to him) and communicable attributes.
a.
Attributes of God

1).
God's Incommunicable Attributes (exclusive to God)

a)  Self-existence, eternal, infinite (Psalm 90:2; Rev. 1:17)

      b)  Immutable (Psalm 102:26-28; Ex. 3:14; James 1:17)

c)  Glorious (Isa. 6:3; Ex. 33:18-23; 34:29-35; 1 Chronicles 29:13)

d)  Supreme, sovereign (1 Chronicles 29:11,13)

e)  Independent, free (Isaiah 40:13,14)

f)  Omniscient (Psalm 139:1-4)

g)  Omnipresent (Psalm 139:7-12)


h)  Omnipotent (Rev. 19:6)

2).
God's Communicable Attributes (wholly true of God, attainable in part by man)

a)  
Love (1 John 4:7,8)
b) 
Holy, Righteous (Isaiah 6:3)

c)  
Wrath (Proverbs 8:13)

b.
The Trinity

Scripture teaches that there is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4-6) but in the unity 
of the Godhead there are three coeternal and coequal Persons: the Father (Eph. 4:6), the Son 
(John 1:1,14), and the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3,4).  God is three persons at every moment of time.

Matthew 28:19, clearly states both the oneness and threeness (Trinity is from the Latin 
word trinitas, meaning threeness) by associating equally the three Persons and uniting them in 
one singular name.  Here, Jesus commands us to baptize believers in the name (singular) of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.


The New Testament teaches that the Father sent the Son (John 3:16), and the Son 
glorifies the Father (John 17:4).  The Son sent the Spirit (John 16:7) to indwell and empower 
believers, and the Spirit seeks to glorify the Son (John 15:14).  

c.
Creation

I believe that God is the Creator of the universe.  I believe that the Bible does not clearly

state how old the universe is.  Moses' purpose in writing Genesis was not to refute Darwinian 
evolution or to state how "old" or "young" the universe is. Instead his purpose was to refute 
pagan beliefs about creation.  I believe Genesis 1 teaches that God created the universe out of 
nothing (“ex nihilo”) and that the earth was originally uninhabitable (Genesis 1:1 "the heavens 
and the earth = the universe).  Scripture does not say how long God took to do this.  Genesis 1:2-
2:1 then states how God made the earth habitable for man by detailing what God did during a 
period of six days.  These days may be 24 hour periods of time, or they may be longer periods of 
time.  The Hebrew word for day, "yom," has a range of meanings in Scripture and in Genesis (in 
1:5a "yom" refers to a part of a day, in 1:5b "yom" possibly refers to a 24 hour day; and in 2:4  
"yom" refers to the entire account of creation).  A strong argument for 24 hour days in Genesis 1 
is argued for by Allen P. Ross (see “Genesis” in the Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old 
Testament Edition) who says that the term “yom” with an ordinal (first, second, etc.) adjective 
means 24-hour days wherever this construction occurs in the Old Testament.


d.
Problem of Evil


I believe that God is holy, and that He tempts no one to sin (James 1:13) nor causes 
anyone to sin.  God commands everyone to obey Him in all things and always desires for people 
and angelic beings to obey Him at all times.


God however endowed his angelic and human creation with the capacity to choose right 
from wrong and permitted angels and men the freedom to disobey Him (Gen. 2:16-17).  Because 
God is omniscient He knew that Lucifer would sin, that many angels would follow in Lucifer’s 
rebellion, and that man would sin. For that reason, before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4-
6; 1 Peter 1:19-20), God chose to send His Son to be the Savior of the world.


Although God wants no one to sin, He has chosen to permit evil (Acts 14:16) for His 
glory (Rom. 11:36).  He uses evil as a punishment (Psalm 81:11-12; Rom. 1:26-32), brings good 
out of evil (Gen. 50:20; Acts 2:23; 4:27-28; 13:27) and uses evil to test and discipline those he 
loves (Matt. 4:1-11; Heb 12:4-13).  In the future God will redeem His people from the power and 
presence of evil altogether (Rev. 21:27; 22:14-15).


e.
Modalism


Modalism is a belief in one God who plays three different roles or reveals himself in 
three different fashions.  It says that the three modes or manifestations of God are not 
simultaneous; at any given time, only one is being revealed.  The widely used analogy of water 
(i.e. water can be found in solid, liquid and vaporous forms) to illustrate the Trinity is modalistic.

Orthodoxy, however, teaches that God is three persons (in the unity of one God) at every 
moment of time.


f.
Open Theism

Some theologians (see The Openness of God, by Clark Pinnock, Richard Rice, John 
Sanders and William Hasker) now teach that God doesn’t know the future precisely because the 
future does not yet exist.  I believe that these “openness of God” theologians are incorrect. In 
Psalm 139:4 David stated that God knows what we are going to say before we say it.  If God’s 
knowledge of the future is limited then God’s knowledge grows as time itself proceeds.  
However, God is eternal and as the eternal, almighty God he is perfect in all his attributes.  
Those who hold to an openness position are diminishing the glory of God and are moving away 
from Orthodox Christianity.
3.
THE PERSON OF CHRIST

a.
The Virgin Birth

Jesus is God who became man.  In his incarnation he was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary (Matthew 1:18-23; Luke 1:26-38).  This was prophesied 
in Isaiah 7:14 which says, "the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel."  The Hebrew word translated “virgin” (almah) in Isaiah 7:14 means a young 

woman of marriageable age, one of whose characteristics was virginity.

Because Jesus was born of the virgin, and did not have a biological human father, he was 
not born with a sin nature (Romans 5:12).


b.
His Attributes:

1)
His Dual Nature- Jesus has existed from all eternity as the 2nd
person of the Trinity.  As Paul says in Philippians 2:5-7, "being in the very nature God, he did 
not regard equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  Philippians 2:5-7 teaches that Jesus in his 
deepest being is God.  Jesus was aware of this for he claimed in John 8:58, "before Abraham was 
born, I AM" (cf. Ex. 3:14).  The apostles knew this.  John referred to Jesus as the Word, who was 
with God and who was God, and who became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:1,14).  Paul said 
that in Christ dwelt all the fullness of the deity in bodily form (Colossians 2:9).  Thus Jesus, in 
his incarnation was fully God and fully man.


When Jesus took on flesh, he did not cease to be God but instead "made himself nothing" 
or "emptied himself" (Philippians 2:7). This is the doctrine of kenosis.  It means two things: (1) 
Jesus took on genuine humanity, resulting in certain limitations upon the functioning of his 
divine attributes, and (2) Jesus chose not to use his divine attributes as an advantage but rather 
chose to depend upon the Father and the Holy Spirit.

      
2)
His Work – The Lord Jesus, in his human nature united to the divine,

became a curse for us (Gal. 3:13) by dying on the cross and rising from the grave to pay the full 
penalty for the sins of mankind (John 3:16; 19:30; Romans 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:3-6; Col. 2:13).  
Through His substitutionary work, Jesus satisfied the wrath of our holy God against sin by 
becoming sin for us (Isa. 53:6,10; 1 John 2:2) and redeemed (Eph. 1:7) from sin forever those 
who place their full trust in Him to be their personal Savior and Lord.  While His atonement is 
universal in scope, it is efficacious only for those who believe on Him.
3)
Significance of His Life – John 1:18 says, “No one has ever seen God, but 
God the One and Only, has made Him known.  This verse refers to Jesus.  And Jesus, according 
to  John 1:14, came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  Jesus, in his earthly life, helped 
explain for us through his words and deeds, the truth of the Father.  He said in John 14:9, 
“anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”  Jesus “exegeted” the Father for us.  He showed 
us that the Father is holy and strong, but also gracious and merciful.  In addition, by becoming 
flesh, He could serve as our mediator and by living a sinless life, he qualified as our Savior.
4)
His Death, Burial, Resurrection, and Ascension-Jesus died on

the cross (John 19:30-34), and was buried in the tomb belonging to Joseph of Arimathea (John 
19:38-42).  On the 3rd day he was raised from the dead, as prophesied by David in Psalm 16:8-11 
(Acts 2:24-32).  His resurrection was attested by over 500 witnesses (1 Cor. 15:4-6).  Forty days 
after his resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9-11; 2:33), where he is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father (Acts 2:33; Romans 8:34), reigning as head over the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23).
5)
High Priestly Life – In the Old Testament, a priest was selected from the

people and appointed to act as their mediator, drawing near to God on their behalf.  He offered 
expiatory sacrifices and made intercession for offenders.  Moreover, the high priest alone could 
enter the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement to offer up a sacrifice for the sins of all the 
people.  
What these priests were symbolically, Jesus was really.  What they typified was fulfilled 
in Him. According to  the book of Hebrews, Jesus is our great High Priest (Heb. 4:14-5:11; 8:1-
6; 10:10-14) who offered himself up as the once for all sacrifice for our sins, having inaugurated 
the New Covenant.  Under the Old Covenant, human priests daily offered sacrifices that could 
never take away the guilt of sin.  However the offering of the body of Jesus has perfected forever 
those who are being sanctified (Heb. 10:14).  Jesus is the only mediator between God and men (1 
Timothy 2:5).

4.
THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

a.
His Nature 

The Holy Spirit is God, the 3rd person of the Trinity.  We know he is God because

of these four reasons:

1)
His names- In various instances he is related by name to the other

two persons of the Trinity (e.g. Acts 16:7--"the Spirit of Jesus" and 1 Cor. 6:11--"the Spirit of 
God."

2)
His attributes- The Spirit possesses attributes that are true of God

alone. He possesses the attributes of omniscience (Isa. 40:13; 1 Cor. 2:12), omnipresence (Ps. 
139:7) and omnipotence (Job 33:4; Ps. 104:30). 

3)
His actions- The Spirit was the cause of the virgin birth (Luke

1:35), he was the agent in giving inspired Scripture to the biblical authors, and he was involved 
in the creation of the world (Gen. 1:2).

4)
His associations with other members of the Trinity- Jesus said

that blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven (Matt. 12:31) and Peter stated that lying to 
the Spirit was equivalent to lying to God (Acts 5:3,4).


b.   
His person


We know that the Holy Spirit is a person because of these reasons:

1)
His attributes- He has intelligence (1 Cor. 2:11-12), shows

feelings (Eph. 4:30) and proves he has a will by determining the gifts given to the body (1 Cor. 
12:7,11) and by directing the work of Christians (Acts 16:6-10).

2)
His actions- He guides believers (John 16:13), convicts of sin

(John 16:8), and intercedes for believers (Rom. 8:26). 

3)
Personal References to Him- in John 16:13-14 the masculine

pronoun "he" is referred to the Spirit (e.g. "When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all truth").

c.
His work
1)
Regenerating-The Spirit regenerates the believing sinner at the

moment of salvation (John 3:5-6; Titus 3:5) enabling the believer to be "born-again."

2)
Baptizing-The Spirit baptizes all believers into the body of Christ 

at the moment of conversion (1 Cor. 12:13).  The baptism of the Spirit is not a subsequent 
experience or some type of 2nd blessing. If this were true, it would mean that at conversion we 
did not receive all we needed to live a godly life which contradicts other Scripture (Eph. 
1:3; 2 Peter 1:3)
3)
Indwelling-Since the day of Pentecost, all believers in Jesus Christ 

have been indwelt by the Spirit of God at the moment of salvation (Romans 8:9).  In the OT, the 
Spirit of God came upon some, not all (John 16:7), for the purpose of empowering them to serve 
God.  OT believers who sinned could lose the Holy Spirit (Psalm 51:11), but N.T. believers 
cannot lose the Spirit since He seals them unto the day of redemption (Eph. 1:14, 30).

4)
Sealing-At the moment one places faith in Jesus Christ, he/she is

sealed with the Spirit of God (Eph. 1:13).  The sealing of the Spirit include the concepts of 
ownership, authority and security.

5)
Illuminating-Illumination is the work of the Spirit that enables

believers to accurately understand the Word of God (John 16:12-15; 1 Cor. 2:9-3:2).  The 
experience of illumination is not by "direct revelation".  Rather, the Spirit illumines the meaning 
of the closed canon through study and meditation. 
6)
Filling-Whereas the baptizing of the Spirit occurs only once in

each believer's life, the filling of the Spirit is a repeated experience.  The filling of the Spirit is a 
command to the believer to be controlled by the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). It results in godly living (Eph. 
5:19-22) and power to witness for Christ (Acts 1:8; 4:31).
7)
Guiding-The Spirit guides the believer as stated by Paul (Rom.

8:14) and illustrated by the experience of the believers in the book of Acts (Acts 8:29; 10:19-20; 
13:2-4; 16:6-7; and 20:22-23).  The Spirit of God apparently spoke audibly in some cases in the 
age of the apostles.  He certainly could do so today, however this would appear to be the 
exception, not the norm.  Scripture implies that God speaks by the Spirit primarily through His 
word (Psalm 119:105), prayer (James 1:5-8), circumstances (Acts 16:6-7), common sense 
(Philippians 2:25; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-3), impressions (Acts 13:1-3; Romans 8:14) and through 
the wise counsel of others (Proverbs 11:14; 12:15; 13:10).

d.
His gifts

1)
Functional gifts: Now that the foundation of the church has
been laid by the apostles and prophets (Eph. 2:20), God is primarily using the "non-miraculous" 
gifts to build up the body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16).  Such gifts may be categorized as the 
"speaking" and "serving" gifts (1 Peter 4:11).  Those stated in Scripture are:
a)
Speaking gifts: Exhortation (Romans 12:8); Teaching
(1 Cor. 12:29); Pastor (Eph. 4:11); Evangelism (Eph. 4:11); Leadership (Romans 12:8); 
Administration (1 Cor. 12:28); Wisdom (1 Cor. 12:8); Knowledge (1 Cor. 12:8) and Faith (1 
Cor. 12:9)







b)
Serving gifts:  Service (Romans 12:7); Giving (Romans 

12:8); Mercy (Romans 12:8) and Hospitality (1 Peter 4:9).

2)
Sign gifts: I believe that the gifts of apostleship, healing, miracles,
prophecy, tongues and interpretation of tongues were sign gifts (1 Cor. 14:22), and are thus not 
"normative" for today.  The Bible however does not clearly say these gifts have ceased or will 
cease at the end of the apostolic era.  

Apostles were individuals who saw the risen Lord and who had authority over the 
churches.  Scripture implies that people will not again see the Lord in the flesh until he returns, 
and the elders, not apostles, now direct the affairs of the church (1 Timothy 5:17). The gift of 
miracles was a sign of an apostle (2 Cor. 12:12).  The apostles and prophets laid the foundation 
of the church (Eph. 2:20).  Now that the foundation is laid, there is not a need for apostles and 
prophets.  Prophets engaged in “forthtelling” and “foretelling” the Word.  The test of a prophet 
was 100% accuracy (Deuteronomy 18:21-22.  I do not believe as some today claim that New 
Testament prophets could make mistakes in their prophetic utterances.  The prophetic ministry of
“foretelling” is not normative for today while the prophetic ministry of “forthtelling” the Word is 
open to all believers.  Healings in Scripture contain no records of failure (Acts 5:16...all were 
being healed) and were of the supernatural variety (restoring sight to the blind etc.).  God heals 
today but not through individuals who are gifted with the gift of healing.  There is no admonition 
in any New Testament letter for the sick to seek out one who possessed the gift of healing.  
Instead, the sick are to pray and in special cases (most likely cases in which sinful attitudes and 
behavior contributed to the physical sickness), they are to call the elders of the church to pray for 
them and anoint them with oil (James 5:14-18). Tongues were a sign to authenticate that certain 
groups, in particular the Gentiles, had received the Spirit just as the Jews had (Acts 2, 8, 10, 19).


 Although I hold to a more conservative view of the sign gifts, I can fellowship and 
minister alongside those who hold to a more “charismatic” view of these gifts. 

5.
MAN AND SIN

a.
The Nature of Man

Man is by nature a sinner, having been born in original sin (Romans 5:12) as a 

descendant of Adam.  He cannot earn his salvation by good works (Galatians 2:21) but can only 
be justified by personal, saving faith in Christ (Romans 5:1; Gal. 2:21).


Men were created by God to have a relationship with him.  This is evidenced by Adam's 
relationship with God in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2-3), and the use of the word "Lord" 
(Hebrew "yahweh") in Genesis 2 when describing the creation of man. Whereas "God" (el or 
elohim) points to Him as the transcendent Creator, "Lord" (yahweh or jehovah) focuses on Him 
as the personal, covenant initiating Lord with man, whom he created in his own image (Genesis 
1:27).  Being made in God's image means that man has the capacity to think, feel and choose, as 
God does.  Also, just as God is ruler, man was made to rule over the earth.  He was to be a 
steward of God's handiwork (Gen. 2:15-16, 19-20).
b.
Total Depravity of Man

Men and women at birth are totally depraved (Romans 3:10,11).  This means 

that sin taints every aspect of their humanity.  It does not mean they are fully or irreversibly evil, 
as the devil or demons are.  Men can love and do good deeds, but apart from a saving faith in 
Christ, those good deeds do not bring glory to God and are incapable of meriting salvation (e.g. 
like filthy rags, Isaiah 64:6).


Men are in bondage to sin’s control (Eph. 2:1) and are incapable of coming to Christ on 
their own for salvation (John 6:44).  Because of total depravity, no man or woman, boy or girl, 
will ever choose Christ merely as a result of his or her own volition.  Individuals who seek after 
God and believe in Christ only do so because God has drawn them to Himself (John 6:44), and 
granted them repentance (2 Timothy 2:25), giving them the saving faith to believe (Eph. 2:8,9).

6.
SALVATION

a. The Gospel

The word “gospel” means good news. The good news is that although man is a sinner,

estranged from God, and deserving of eternal punishment, Jesus satisfied the Father’s wrath (1 
John 2:2) by becoming an atonement for man’s sin. Jesus died on the cross in our place, paying 
the full penalty of our sin (John 19:30).  Those who acknowledge they cannot earn their 
salvation, and who repent and place their full trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord (leader of one’s 
life), are forgiven for all sin and by grace through faith receive the free gift of eternal life 
(Romans 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9).  At the moment of saving faith, the new believer is redeemed from 
the penalty of sin, and receives the Holy Spirit who regenerates and provides the sanctifying 
power to enable one to have victory over the power of sin. The new believer at the moment of 
conversion is also imputed with the righteousness of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21) and inherits the promise 
of glorification.  

b. Election

God is "the evangelist."  Although He loves all (John 3:16), commands all to repent (Acts 
17:30) and does not want anyone to perish (2 Peter 3:9), He unconditionally chose some to be 
saved before the creation of the world (Ephesians 1:4).  These two truths may appear to be 
contradictory but both are taught in Scripture.

All whom God has predestined to be his adopted sons and daughters (Eph. 1:5) will be 
called, justified, and glorified (Romans 8:30).  Although God is “the evangelist,” he commands 
us to proclaim the gospel message.  People will not be saved unless they hear the message and 
believe (Romans 10:14-15).  

Everyone who is mentally capable of understanding the gospel message is responsible to 
believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior from sin.  People are condemned because they do 
not believe, not because they cannot believe (John 3:18).  The Bible affirms the teaching of both 
divine sovereignty and human responsibility.
c.
Perseverence
All who genuinely trust Christ as Savior and Lord will persevere in faith unto the end

(Heb. 3:6; 6:11; 10:35-39) as God preserves them. True believers may backslide and fall into sin 
and may experience doubts at times, but will never apostatize from the faith (1 John 2:19).  In 
Matthew 24:24, Jesus says false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs 
and miracles to deceive the elect – if that were possible.  The implication is that no, it is not 
possible to deceive the elect.  Unbelievers can be deceived (2 Corinthians 4:4) regarding the 
identity of the Christ, but true believers cannot be deceived and will not apostatize.

Theologically we know that all believers are eternally secure because Jesus has paid their 
debt in full (John 19:30), the Holy Spirit has permanently sealed them (Eph. 1:13-14), and the 
Father unconditionally loves them (Romans 8:38-39).  Moreover, Jesus himself said that no one 
can snatch believers out of his hand.  

d.
The Eternal Destiny of the Unevangelized

Those who have never heard of Christ are accountable to God (Romans 1:18-20).  Jesus 
died for the sins of the world (John 3:16) and will serve as judge of the world (John 5:22; Acts 
17:31).  As the apostle Peter declared in Acts 4:12, "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  The apostle Paul made 
it clear that one must hear the message of Christ in order to believe (Romans 10:14,15).  For that 
reason, we must take the gospel to the whole world.  The heathen will not find salvation in their 
religions, although God may use the emptiness of those religions to cause them to seek after him.  
Those who truly seek after God (Acts 17:26, 27), whom God is drawing (John 6:44), will come 
to know him.  This will almost always take place through a human witness (Romans 10:14-15) 
although God is not bound by a human messenger as evidenced by his calling of Abram (Genesis 
12:1).
I believe that one of the most important doctrines of the 21st century that must be 
defended is the teaching that Jesus is the only way to heaven (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).  It is 
important that believers in our churches are taught how to defend this truth and to share it in 
loving, tactful, and sensitive ways with unbelievers.  Those who compromise on this subject are 
compromising the gospel and coming close to preaching a different gospel (Galatians 1:6-9).

7.
THE ORDINANCES

a. Definition of an ordinance

An ordinance is a decree/command of God that in itself has no inherent power to change 
those observing it, though God may use it to minister to them.  An ordinance is a symbol and 
does not incorporate the idea of conveying grace.

b. Role of ordinances

The ordinances, as symbols, serve the purpose of strengthening the faith of the believer

and proclaiming the gospel to the world. The one being baptized publicly identifies himself as a 
follower of Jesus.  From my experience, the act of baptism often is a defining moment, in 
particularly for a new believer. Moreover it is a powerful witness to an unbelieving world, as 
well as a witness to the church.  Similarly, the Lord’s Supper serves as a time for the believer to 
examine his walk with Christ (1 Cor. 11:23-30) and refresh it through confession.  The 
observation of this ordinance also serves as a proclamation of our Lord’s return.  Some churches, 
particularly “seeker sensitive” churches, tend to avoid celebrating the Lord’s Supper at their 
Sunday morning Seeker services.  I believe, however, that that is a mistake, for this ordinance 
exists not only to purify the church, but also to proclaim the gospel message by remembering our 
Lord’s substitutionary death on our behalf.

c.
Baptism 


All believers are commanded to be baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:20). Baptism is for believers as evidenced by the command in Acts 2:38 
(repent and be baptized…) and by the example of the early church where people were baptized 
after placing faith in Christ (Acts 2:41; 8:12, 36-37; 9:18; 10:44-48; 16:14-15, 32-33; 18:8; 19:4-
5).  There is no command in Scripture to baptize infants.  The command of Scripture is to baptize 
believers.

The mode of baptism is not explicitly stated in Scripture.  Since baptism pictures the 
believer’s union with Christ in death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:4), immersion seems to 
best represent that symbol.  Moreover, the Greek word baptizo, from which we get our word 
baptize, literally means to dip or immerse.  

d.
The Lord’s Supper

There are four views regarding the Lord's Supper: 
1)
Transubstantiation (Catholic and Episcoplian view)- the elements are

essentially transformed into the literal body and blood of the Lord.  Moreover, a real sacrifice is 
again offered by Christ on the behalf of the worshipers. This seems unlikely since Jesus’ words 
in John 6 were not intended to be taken literally (see 6:63).

2)
Consubstantiation (Lutheran view)- Christ's body and blood are

physically present in the elements, but they are not changed into flesh and blood; they remain the 
same.

3)
Spiritual presence (Reformed view)- Christ is present in the Lord's

Supper but not physically or bodily. Rather his presence is spiritual.  
4)
Memorial- a symbolic act of remembering Christ's sacrificial death.

This seems to be the best view since Christ is always present with believers (Matthew 28:20; 
Romans 8:39). Sharing in the Lord's Supper should move believers to draw near to God in 
confession and reflection (1 Cor. 11:28).  By sharing in the Lord’s Supper, the believer may 
sense God's presence in a deeper way than at other times.
8.
THE CHURCH


a.
Definition


The Greek word translated “church” in the New Testament is ekklesia, which in secular 
Greek referred to an assembly.  The assembly may be political, military, judicial, national or 
religious. However in the New Testament, ekklesia primarily refers to an assembly of believers.   
Ekklesia was used in the New Testament to refer to the universal church (1 Cor. 10:32; 11:22; 
12:28; Eph. 1:22-23) but mostly it designated a local assembly (1 Cor. 11:18; 14:19, 28, 35).  In 
some cases, ekklesia denotes a house church (Rom 16:23; 1 Cor. 16:19) and in other places it 
denotes a collection of churches (Acts 9:31).  Nowhere in the New Testament, however, does 
ekklesia mean a building. 


b.
Universal and Local Church

The universal church is made up of all believers who have placed their faith in Jesus 
Christ alone for their salvation from sin.  All these individuals are members of the universal body 
of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12), with Jesus Christ himself being the "head" of the body (Col. 1:18). 


The local church may be said to consist of those born again believers who regularly 
worship and serve in any given local body of believers (e.g. Antioch in Acts 13:1).  Only those 
who are truly born again should be considered eligible for membership in a local church.

c. Leadership

Scripture teaches that the elders are to direct the affairs of the church (1 Tim. 5:17) by 
being responsible for the spiritual leadership and shepherding of the church.  The term for elder 
is used interchangeably with that of overseer and shepherd (Acts 20:17, 28).

Elders are to be men only and must meet the qualifications as set forth by Paul in 1 
Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9.  In the local church, elders may be represented by pastors and lay 
elders.  The Bible does not state what this ratio of "pastor elders" ("staff" elders at Mountain 
View) and "lay elders" should look like.  In fact, it seems that the 1st century elders were paid (1 
Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:2).  Those who worked hard at preaching and teaching received "double 
honor," which may refer to respect and remuneration.  Thus, in the 1st century church the 
majority of the elders may have been remunerated for their ministry. 

Deacons and deaconesses are to oversee the caring functions of the church as exhibited 
by what may have been the first group of deacons (Acts 6:1-6) who cared for the widows who 
were in need. The word deacon means "servant."  Deacons and deaconesses are to meet the 
biblical qualifications that are set forth in 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  Although the office of deacon 
seems to have been open to women (Phoebe in Romans 16:1; qualifications for women deacons 
in 1 Timothy 3:11), deaconesses appear to have been the exception and not the norm (Acts 6:1-7; 
all seven were men).

Healthy churches need more leaders than simply the elders and deacons or deaconesses.  
It is wise for churches to implement ministry teams to oversee and carry out the purpose 
(worship, fellowship, outreach, discipleship) and people ministries (children, student, adult) of 
the church, as well as the operations of the church (finances, building etc.).  These leaders may 
not need to meet the biblical qualifications for elder or deacon, but they should be individuals 
who are mature in faith and who are team players, being supportive of the general direction of 
the church and submissive to the elders.  In addition, the church should seek to equip small group 
leaders to teach, equip, and shepherd the adults and youth of the church.  These individuals 
should be trained by the leaders of their respective ministry.
9.
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

a.
Membership

From the day of Pentecost, the early church counted its numbers (Acts 2:31; 4:4).  I am

not sure to what extent the New Testament churches had official membership, but they clearly 
knew who belonged to their fellowship.   We know this because they had officers such as 
deacons and elders, and they also practiced church discipline.  I surmise that any believer who 
was a regular attendee and participant in the life of a local church was viewed as one who 
“belonged” to that local church, and in that sense, was a member.


I do not believe churches today need to have an official roll of members (although I 
believe this to be wise), however they need to know who attends and “belongs” to the church so 
they can select leaders, administer discipline, and correct false teaching.

b.
Discipline

The Bible teaches church discipline with regard to sinning believers (Matthew 18:15-17;

1Cor. 5:9-11) and sinning elders (1 Tim. 5:19-20).  Accusations against a sinning elder are only 
to be entertained only on the basis of two or three witnesses.  Before the church undergoes 
discipline for a sinning member, the member should first be confronted by one person, then two, 
and then brought to the leadership if repentance has not yet taken place.  At our church, we strive 
to have discipline handled first by the fellow believers and within the context of a home group, 
before the matter comes to the elders of the church.

10.
CHURCH GOVERNMENT

a.
Government

Throughout the history of the church there have been three basic forms of church 
government: Episcopal, Representational (Presbyterian and non-Presbyterian) and 
Congregational.  In the Episcopal form of church government, authority resides in the bishop 
(episkopos), who governs and cares for a group of churches rather than merely one local 
congregation.  
The second form, representational, has the Presbyterian model (in which primary 
authority resides in the elders who are responsible to the presbytery, the synod and general 
assembly) and the non-Presbyterian model (in which the elders rule the church and no ruling 
body exists above them). In the Presbyterian form of government the local church is not 
autonomous as evidenced by the fact that while each local church can choose its own pastor, the 
presbytery must typically confirm this choice.  Moreover, the presbytery holds title to the 
property utilized by the local congregation.  The Presbyterian system differs from the Episcopal 
in that there is only one level of clergy.  There is only one teaching elder or pastor. No higher 
levels, such as bishop, exist.
Congregationalism stresses the role of the individual Christian and makes the local 
congregation the seat of authority.  Local congregations are characterized by autonomy and 
democracy.  Local congregations are autonomous in that they are self-governing.  There is no 
ecclesiastical ruling body above it except Jesus Christ, her head.  Each congregation calls its own 
pastor, determines its own budget and purchases and owns property independently of any outside 
authorities.  Moreover, they are democratic in that every member has a voice in its affairs.  The 
highest human authority resides in the membership.
b.
Congregationalism
Although the elders are to direct and protect the church (1 Tim. 5:17), Scripture

indicates that the congregation should play a role in the governing of the church and for this 
reason, congregationalism appears to be the normative form of church government as spelled out 
by the Scriptures.  Several portions of Scripture bear this out: (a) Acts 6:2 states that “all the 
disciples” were involved in selecting the initial seven deacons, (b) Acts 15:2-3 says that the 
church sent out Paul and Barnabus to help settle the question of circumcision, (c) both Jesus and 
Paul taught that the authority of discipline belongs to the church (Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 1:2;  
5:1-13), (d) the letters of Paul were addressed to the church as a whole and not to a bishop or 
group of elders, and (e) Acts 2:17 teaches that in the last days (Heb. 1:2; the “last days” is the 
church age) God will pour out His Spirit on all people, implying that He will speak by His Spirit 
through the people, and not merely through the leader as in the Old Testament under the Old 
Covenant. 

Thus, while Scripture seems to imply that the local church is to govern its own affairs, 
elders and deacons are to be selected and appointed to lead and care for the church. While the 
elders have authority over individual members (Hebrews 13:17), the elders should not lord their 
authority (1 Peter 5:1-3) and this authority should be viewed as delegated authority given to them 
by the membership who have the highest human authority in the church.  Most importantly, 
everyone (elders, deacons, members) should view themselves as accountable to the authority of 
Christ, who is the true head of the Church (Col. 1:18).
11.
RETURN OF CHRIST


a.
Personal Return of Christ


I believe that Jesus will personally and visibly return to the earth prior to the beginning of 
the Millenial kingdom.  Jesus himself said, “they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of the sky, with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30; Mark 13:26).  


b.
Premillenialism

When Jesus returns at the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19:11-16) He will cast Satan into

the abyss, set up his earthly kingdom (Isaiah 11:1-9; Ezek. 37:21-18) and reign for 1000 years 
(Rev. 20:4-6).  While I believe this number in Rev. 20:5, 7 to refer to a literal thousand years, I 
do not hold this as a conviction and feel this number could be symbolic.  Another NT passage 
that implies an earthly kingdom prior to the eternal state is 1 Cor. 15:22-24 which says, "For as 
in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then when he comes, those who belong to him.  Then the end will come, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority, and 
power." 


Although I hold to premillenialism I understand that other believers hold to 
postmillennialism or amillenialism.  Postmillenialism teaches that the kingdom of God is now 
being extended into the world through the preaching of the gospel and that the return of Christ is 
to occur at the close of a long period of righteousness and peace.  Amillenialism teaches that 
there is no earthly millennial kingdom following Jesus’ return.  Amillenialists see fulfillment of 
millennial passages either in the present age by the church on earth or by the saints in heaven 
now.
 
I do not hold to postmillennialism because (1) 1 Corinthians 15:22-24 teaches that the 
kingdom follows the return of Christ and (2) Jesus’ teaching regarding great wickedness and a 
cooling off of the faith of many before His return (Matthew 24:10-13, 37-39) conflicts sharply 
with postmillennial optimism.  I do not hold to amillenialism because I believe (1) 1 Cor. 15:22-
24 teaches a millennial kingdom, (2) Romans 11:26 refers to a literal Israel and I believe the 
Church, though the people of God, is not “spiritual Israel,” (3) the events of Rev. 20 
chronologically follow the events of Revelation 19 (Jesus’ return) and precede the events of Rev. 
21 and 22 (the establishment of the new heaven and new earth), (4) Satan is not currently bound 
(2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Peter 5:8) and is able to deceive the nations (1 John 5:19; Rev. 12:9; 13:7,14) in 
the church age, and (5) I do not believe all the OT passages that point to a millennial kingdom 
have been fulfilled in the church or by the saints in heaven, since the saints are not said to be 
reigning in heaven (Heb. 11:10, 14-16).
c. Tribulation and Rapture

The tribulation is the fulfillment of Israel’s seventieth week (Daniel 9:27), in
which Israel’s spiritual blindness is removed and the Jews as a nation embrace Christ and are 
saved (Romans 11:25-26).  While God will save Gentiles during the tribulation (Rev. 7:9-17), 
the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish witnesses demonstrates that the primary soteriological thrust 
during the tribulation is Jewish.  It will be a time of judgment on the whole earth, at the end of 
which the times of the Gentiles will be brought to a close.  The latter half of this period will be 
the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jeremiah 30:7), which our Lord called the great tribulation (Matthew 
24:15-21).
Scholars debate as to whether the tribulation begins with the rapture of the Church

(1 Thessalonians 4:15-17). The Bible is not crystal clear on this.  What Scripture is clear on is 
that the tribulation will conclude with the 2nd Coming of Christ (Mark 13:24-27; Rev. 19:11-16).

For many years I have held to a pre-tribulation rapture.  At this point I lean toward a post-
trib rapture position for these four reasons: (1) In Jesus’ discourse on the Mount of Olives he 
gave no indication that believers would be exempt from future tribulation, but instead they 
should expect to experience it, (2) in Titus 2:11-14, Paul commands believers to live holy lives 
while waiting for the blessed hope—the appearing of our Lord Jesus, (3) there are three Greek 
terms that are used of the rapture and the second coming and each term is used interchangeably 
(e.g. “parousia” refers to the rapture in 1 Thess. 4:15 but to the second coming in 1 Thess. 3:13;
“apokalypsis” is used of the rapture in 1 Cor. 1:7 but refers to the second coming in 2 Thess. 1:7-
8; and “epiphaneia” is used of the rapture in 1 Tim. 6:14 but refers to the second coming in 2 
Thess. 2:8, and (4) the overall theme of the New Testament is that believers are to watch and be 
ready for Jesus’ return.  If a pre-tribulation rapture were true, it would make the commands to 
wait and look for Jesus’ return seem contradictory for no true believer living today would be 
serving Christ on the earth at the time of the 2nd coming. 

Although I currently hold to a post-trib position, I realize that the Bible isn’t clear on this.
Nowhere does Scripture explicity state the timing of the rapture.  For this reason, my 
belief on the rapture is not a strong conviction of mine.  I’ve changed my view before and 
perhaps I will change again in the future.
d. Imminency

From Paul's writings, it is clear that he expected the Lord's return in his lifetime.

In Titus 2:13, he calls the Lord's return the "blessed hope."  James also speaks of the Lord's 
return as being near.  Although the Scriptures do not use the word “imminent” to refer to the 
Lord's return, as believers we are commanded to live holy lives in anticipation of His return 
(Mark 13: 32-37; 2 Peter 3:8-13).  


Jesus taught that some things had to take place prior to His return. Some of these have 
occurred since then such as Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s death at an old age in John 21:18, and 
His prediction of the destruction of the temple in Mark 13:2. Other things he taught that must 
take place prior to His return have not occurred such as the gospel being preached to all nations 
(Matthew 24:14) and the ‘abomination that causes desolation’ standing in the temple (Mark 
13:14).  Although I believe that Mark 13:14 was initially fulfilled in 68 AD when the zealots 
desecrated the temple during the siege of the Romans, I also believe this prophecy is an instance 
of dual fulfillment which awaits ultimate fulfillment when the antichrist, “the man of 
lawlessness,” sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming to be God (2 Thess. 2:1-4).  

Based on these Scriptures, I prefer to say that the second coming is impending but that 
the complex of events that surround his return are imminent.  However, we should always be 
watching and ready since we do not know when He will return (Matthew 24:42).
12.
RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENTS
a.
Resurrection

1)
Old Testament Saints - I believe that the souls of Old Testament saints at

death were taken to be with the Lord in heaven, as opposed to the view that they entered the 
saved compartment of sheol/hades and were later taken to heaven after Christ’s death. I hold to 
this view because: (1) Enoch and Elijah were taken up to heaven by God (Gen. 5:24; 2 Kings 
2:10), (2) Other OT Scriptures seem to indicate that believers went to heaven upon death (Psalm 
49:15; 73:24; 116:15), (3) Jesus told the thief on the cross that at death he would be with Jesus in 
paradise (Luke 23:43), and (4) 1 Peter 3:18 refers to the preincarnate Christ who preached 
through Noah to those who, because they rejected his preaching, are now spirits in prison and (5) 
the descending of Christ in Ephesians 4:8-10 likely refers to Jesus descending from heaven to 
earth, rather than descending into the lower parts of the earth. All OT saints, currently in heaven, 
will then be bodily resurrected (Isa. 26:19; Daniel 12:2; Mark 12:26-27)) at the rapture (1 Thess. 
4:16).

2)
New Testament Saints - All those who were saved during the Church 

Age also immediately enter the presence of the Lord at death (2 Cor. 5:8) and will be bodily 
resurrected at the rapture of the church (1 Thess. 4:16).  Those saints who are living on the earth 
at the rapture will receive their glorified bodies at the rapture (1 Thess. 4:17).

b.
Future Judgments: Heaven and Hell

Those who accept Christ as Savior and Lord will inherit eternal life (John 3:16).  At

death, these believers will be ushered, in spirit, into the presence of the Lord in heaven where 
they will be "at home" with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8).  At some point during this time, all believers 
will stand before the "judgment seat of Christ" (2 Cor. 5:10) to be judged.  This judgment is not 
to determine entrance in heaven, but to determine one's degree of reward in heaven and perhaps 
also their reward on the new earth.
All those who reject Christ as Lord and Savior (John 3:36) will at death be sent to

hades where they will endure unending physical torment (Luke 16:23-24).  At the conclusion of 
the millenium and the beginning of the eternal state, these unbelievers will stand before the Lord 
at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).  Having been found guilty, they will be 
cast into the Lake of Fire where they will be eternally separated from God and endure conscious, 
physical punishment for all of eternity.


c.
Significance of Eschatology


Eschatology is significant because it is so widely mentioned in the Bible. The return of 
Christ runs throughout Scripture and we are commanded to be vigilant until His return.  
Moreover, the promise of his return has motivated persecuted Christians throughout church 
history to remain steadfast in faith and hope.  While some aspects of eschatology seem to be 
trivial and much of it should not be elevated to an essential core doctrine (e.g. the timing of the 
rapture), the study of eschatology inspires us to know that the future is certain, that God is in 
control, and that He has a plan for not only the church, but the whole world.
C
CURRENT ISSUES
1.
SATAN, DEMONS, AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE

a.
Satan and Demons
Satan was originally created as a beautiful angel (Ezek 28:11-15) who fell into

sin due to pride that was found in his heart (1 Timothy 3:6). Many angels followed Satan in his 
rebellion.  They are now referred to as demons in the New Testament. Satan and all demons are 
fully evil and are forever damned.  Repentance apparently was not an option for them then, and it 

is not now as the atonement of Christ is for fallen humanity, not fallen angels.
Satan and his army of demons seek to keep prisoners (i.e. unbelievers) captive through 
possession (Matthew 8:28) and deceit (2 Cor 11:14). They also seek to hinder and destroy those 
who have been set free (i.e. believers; see Acts 26:18).  They do this by trying to cause discord 
(Eph. 4:26), through tempting one to sin (Matthew 4:1-11), and by seeking to ruin one's 
testimony and one's life (1 Peter 5:8).

b.
Demonism, Demons of Sin, Binding of Demons, Spiritual Victory

True Christians cannot be demon possessed.  They may be tempted, influenced and even 
oppressed by a demon or demons, but not controlled.  They cannot be controlled by a demon 
because the Holy Spirit dwells in them (Rom. 8:9).

There is no Scripture that refers to demons of sin.  Such teaching is without any

Scriptural basis.  Christians sin because they have a sinful nature and yield to that nature (Rom. 
6:12), not because they have a demon.  I believe that the modern spiritual warfare movement that 
focuses on binding or casting out demons (e.g. demons of sin) that may reside in a believer’s 
heart or mind is misguided. The basis for victory in spiritual warfare is putting on the full armor 
of God and resisting the devil as described in Ephesians 6:10-20 and James 4:7, with prayer and 
confession of sin being our greatest source of strength. 


As in the New Testament, unbelievers today can be possessed by demons.  I believe that 
demonic involvement is active today (although it may be more subtle in America than in other 
parts of the world) and that Christians may at times be called upon to cast demons out of 
unbelievers.  Evangelism and discipleship, however, should be the primary focus of our ministry, 
not the pursuit of delivering people from demonic oppression or possession.
2.
HOMOSEXUALITY

According to Scripture, homosexuality is a sin (Romans 1:24-27).  I do not

believe anyone is born a homosexual, although some may be more predisposed to the sin of 
homosexuality based on their upbringing and genetic makeup.  I believe that a homosexual can 
accept Christ as Savior and then struggle with homosexual sin for an entire lifetime.  Believers 
who continue to engage in homosexual sin will be convicted by the Spirit and chastened by the 
Lord (Hebrews 12:4-8).  True believers will not be characterized by an unrepentant, persistent, 
habitual practice of homosexuality (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 John 3:6,9).  

3.
ABORTION, INFANTICIDE, AND EUTHANASIA

According to Psalm 139:13-16, life begins at conception. Thus, abortion and infanticide 
are murder.  Exodus 21:22-23 says, “if men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives 
birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s 
husband demands and the court allows.  But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for 
life.”  According to Ex. 21:12-13, unintentional life-taking was not a capital offense, but in 
verses 22-23 it clearly was; the abortion of a fetus was considered murder.

Active euthanasia (e.g. the speeding up of death or physician assisted suicide) is also 
murder.  God alone is the giver and taker of life (Gen 1:26-27; 2:7; 5:21-24; Job 1:20-21).

Passive euthanasia (e.g. choosing not to put someone on life support) is not ethically wrong.  The 
withholding of nourishment, however, should not typically be done, except in cases of 
impending death such as when one is placed in hospice and only has hours or days to live.

4.
DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE

I believe that divorce and remarriage is permitted by God in two instances: (1)

unrepentant, sexual sin (Matthew 19:9) and (2) desertion by an unbelieving spouse (1 Cor. 7:15-
16).  Although divorce and remarriage may be permitted in these instances, forgiveness is always 
commanded.  Remarriage is also permissible when a spouse dies (Romans 7).
5.
SOCIAL DRINKING

The Bible condemns drunkenness (Eph. 5:18), not drinking.  Christians however

should not drink if it would cause another brother to stumble (1 Cor. 10:23-31).  Since the wine 
in Jesus’ day was watered down (3 or 4 parts water to 1 part wine), one should be careful about 
engaging in social drinking.  

6.
ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

I hold the complementarian view as opposed to an egalitarian view. I believe that

women are given the same spiritual gifts as men, are on the same spiritual footing as men, yet 
they are not to pursue the same leadership roles in the church as men. Scripture restricts the 

office of elder (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:6), and the ministry of authoritative teaching in the 

assembly to men alone (1 Tim. 2:11-14).  

Women who have gifts such as leading, pastoring, or teaching can use those gifts better 
to the glory of God in other arenas than elder or pastor.  I am aware that women have been and 
are being used by God on the mission field to plant and pastor churches.  While I do not see this 
as the “ideal,” I would not criticize women who have stepped into such roles.  At the same time, 
I believe that a church that has been planted by a woman should pursue a transition to “male 
leadership.”  I would prefer to see a woman minister as a member of a church planting team than 
as “the” church planter.

Galatians 3:28, which is used by some to validate the equality of women in ministry, 
actually refers to the fact that all believers regardless of sex or race (Jew, Greek, male, female) 
are one in Christ Jesus and equal members of the body of Christ.  This passage does not negate 
other passages that speak to the complementary roles of men and women in ministry.

7.
WORSHIP STYLES

I prefer a dynamic, contemporary style of worship where we make a joyful noise unto the

Lord (Psalm 100:1), making use of many musical types of musical instruments (Ps. 150).  No 
one style is better than another although I believe it is unwise for churches to totally discard the 
use of the older, great hymns of the faith, since many are so rich in doctrine.   Although I am not 
a very expressive worshiper in a corporate setting, I believe that expressiveness (clapping, 
raising of hands etc.) should be permitted and encouraged.  The purpose of worship is to bless 
God (Psalm 96) and bring glory to Him and not to make us feel good.
8.
THE CHURCH’S RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS JUSTICE, THE POOR, ALIENS, AND OTHER DISENFRANCHISED PERSONS


Leviticus 19:9-10 says, “When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very 
edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.  Do not go over your vineyard a 
second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen.  Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am 
the Lord.”  Leviticus 19:15 says, “Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or 
favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.”  Leviticus 19:33-34 says, “When an alien 
lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him.  The alien living with you must be treated as 
one of your native-born.  Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt.  I am the Lord your 
God.” Psalm 140:12 says, “I know that the Lord secures justice for the poor and upholds the 
cause of the needy.”  In Luke 14:13-14, Jesus said to the Pharisees, “But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.”

These passages in Leviticus, along with the teachings and example of Jesus stress that we 
should seek to feed the poor, embrace the alien and show justice and mercy to all.  Regarding 
immigration, I believe that in our country we should seek to welcome any foreigner who is 
willing to assimilate (Isaiah 56:3-8; Ezekiel 44:6-9) and does not pose a threat to us.  In true 
compassion we should endeavor to understand the plight of foreigners and demonstrate our love 
to them, especially since most of us are the descendants of immigrants.
9.
HOW I AS A PASTOR RELATE TO PERSONS FROM OTHER CULTURES

I have always felt comfortable ministering to people from other cultures. I spent my first 
four years of vocational ministry on the campus of Temple University in North Philadelphia.  
Not only did I encounter many international students there but I also ministered in the inner city 
surrounding the campus and rubbed shoulders with a predominantly African American 
community.  In the past four years I have led an inner city missions trip to Baltimore and three 
mission trips to overseas.  I seek to connect with people where they are at and even when there is 
a language barrier, I do my best to befriend, reach out, and minister to any and everyone.
D.
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE EFCA

1.
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

I am personally committed to the doctrine of the Evangelical Free Church of

America.  I have no reservations about the 12 core beliefs of the EFCA.  I also have no 
reservations about the current revision being proposed to the Statement of Faith.  I 
am happy with both but I do believe that the revision that is being considered is an improvement. 
2.
PRINCIPLES, PURPOSES, AND POLICIES

I wholly support the principles, purpose and policies of the EFCA.  I heartily

endorse the EFCA's commitment to glorify God by multiplying healthy churches among all 
people.   I also support the distinctives of the EFCA.

3.
COOPERATION

My desire is to cooperate with the EFCA and the EDA by attending conferences,

getting to know and encourage area pastors and by being submissive to the leadership of the 
EDA.

4.
COMPLIANCE

I am willing to follow and adhere to the Eastern District and National

Conferences’ democratic processes in seeking changes in the programs or policies of the EFCA. 

5.
THEOLOGICAL CHANGE

If at any point my doctrinal beliefs change and I feel I cannot support the

Statement of Faith of the EFCA or the Distinctives of the EFCA, I will notify the superintendent 
of the EDA and willingly surrender my credentials.

6.
PERSONAL LIFE

My walk with Christ has remained constant since I have been in pastoral ministry. 

Although I daily fall short of God’s holy standard (Rom. 3:23), there is nothing in my life that 
would bring embarrassment or disrepute to the pastoral ministry.

E.
PERSONAL CONVICTIONS AND PRACTICES

1.
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES


I believe that believers need to practice the presence of God each day, throughout the 
day.  In addition, believers should seek to develop a consistent devotional life. This should 
consist of regular Bible reading and prayer, giving undivided attention to God (Matt. 6:6).  I have 
found myself most refreshed when I spend extended times (2-3 hours) in study, prayer and 
reflection.  This I strive to do on a regular basis.  I also seek to take spiritual retreats twice a year.

2.
STEWARDSHIP, PERSONAL FINANCES, DEBT

I believe we are to be good stewards of our possessions (Matthew 25:14-30; Acts 4:32-
37), time (Eph. 5:16), talents (1 Cor. 10:31) and spiritual gifts (1 Peter 4:10,11).  My personal 
conviction is that the O.T. tithe is not binding on believers today since it was a command under 
the Old Covenant.  Under the New Covenant the New Testament does not specify the minimum 
percentage that one must give.  Nevertheless, the New Testament does provide a pattern for 
giving, including (1) how to give: quietly and humbly (Matthew 6:2-4) and generously (Luke 
6:38; 2 Cor. 9:6-8), as well as (2) why to give: to store up treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21), 
to honor and please God (1 Cor. 9:7,11,13), and to excel at the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7).  

Although I believe the tithe is not mandatory for today, I believe that under “grace” we 
are called to go beyond what the law required.  For that reason, my personal practice is to give 
10% or more to my local church and give over and above that to other ministries and charities.  I 
also teach this at our church.  I personally seek to avoid taking out loans for depreciating items 
and have never done so in my life.

3.
MORAL PURITY

I believe that believers should seek to avoid tempting situations with members of

the opposite sex and that pastors in particular should avoid counseling women in private. 

Moreover, believers should avoid pornographic material (Romans 13:14).
4.
SOCIAL DRINKING

The Bible does not say that drinking alcoholic beverages is a sin, but that

drunkenness is a sin (Eph. 5:18).  I will on occasion have a glass of wine at a meal, particularly if 
asked by the host.  I will also have a sip of champagne at a wedding. I will refrain from taking an 
alcoholic drink in settings where a “weaker brother or sister” (Romans 14:21) is present, so as 
not to cause him or her to stumble.

5.
ACCOUNTABILITY

At our church we have taken steps to require all leaders to be involved in 

accountability relationships.  I currently meet with a man in our church who 
holds me accountable in the areas of personal life, marriage and family, and ministry.

6.
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY

I have been married to my one and only wife, Lorrie, since June 7, 1986. I am

proud to say that I have been faithful to her during this entire time.  We have a very good 
marriage and she is an excellent pastor’s wife.  We strive to have a monthly date and an annual 
weekend away.  This past year we were blessed to take a week long cruise for our 20th Wedding 
Anniversary.

Lorrie and I have six girls and one son: Mary Sarah (20), Gretchen (18), Grace (16), 
Rebecca (14), Rachel (11), Lisa (7), and David (5).  I am committed to discipling my children.  I 
do this by taking natural times to converse with them about the Lord (Deuteronomy 6:7-9), as 
well as meet with them individually to hold them accountable in their spiritual development.  In 
particular, I date my daughters on a regular basis, using these times to not only cultivate our 
relationship and find out what is going on in their lives, but also to talk with them about their 
relationship with the Lord.
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