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Testimony


Growing up I was tough to not be afraid of anyone and if someone would hit me to hit them back no matter how big they were. The older I got the more tough I thought I was. So, I joined a gang, who led me to stealing, cursing, disrespecting my parents and not understanding the value of a female. My life at home was what led me to seek another type of family. My father was an alcoholic and used to take out his anger on his children. I began to realize if I did not change my life style I was going to end up in jail or dead.


One night the gang leader came over to talk to my brother about robbing a place, but they did not have someone small enough to go through the window. I was not supposed to be hearing the conversation, but it was that night that it hit me that this gang was not really the family that I want, so I stop hanging out with the gang members to the point where they did not consider me part of it anymore. I began to seek other type of friends and it was around that time that adult male Christians began to speak into my life with their love. They took me out to have fun and to talk to me about God, but I cared more about the fun then Jesus. However, there was an evening where teen challenge from Philadelphia had come down to minister to teens at YFC. 


Teen challenge led the evening with games, singing, drama, and personal testimonies. There was one particular testimony that basically described my life and shared how God had changed his life. I thought, “Wow, could God forgive me?” Towards the end their program they asked if anyone would like to give their life to Christ. After the call, I felt something telling to me to go up, but I was afraid of what others were going to think. So, I battled it for about 15 more minutes before I decided to drag along a friend to go up with me. I was 14 years, when someone led me to Christ. After that I began to see a slow change in my own life and I started to enjoy the change because I began to understand God’s love for me. Three years later, my friends and family saw a huge change in my life. 


By the age I was 17 years old I was had stopped fighting, cursing, disrespecting females, stealing, and I was learning to respect my parents. I put myself around another group of people, people that would edify my spirit. My desire to read the Bible and to pray grew so much. I just wanted all of my friends to see how God had changed me. I began to take leadership roles within a program for younger kids. I did not know about much about the Bible. Therefore, I decided to go to a Bible college to learn more about the Word. 

From there the Lord called me to work with youth, but more specifically with the youth of Lebanon because I had so many connections with many of the children that were several years younger than me. Now, my life is great. My true joy comes from seeing teens come to Christ, which is why God molded me to become a youth pastor. The Lord is using me in many different areas of ministry. I help with a Church plant, I’m part of the Student Ministry Council of the EFCA, I’m an associate pastor and a youth pastor. The Lord took me from the path of eternal destruction and placed me on the road of eternal life. Praise God.

Calling to El Faro

            I studied at Lancaster Bible College for 2 years. There the Lord led me to study Youth Ministry.  After the first years of being there, the Lord began calling me to work with the youth of Lebanon through El Faro Evangelical Free Church. The only problem was that I did not want to stop going to school.  I wanted to finish what school, but the Lord had other plans for me.  I wrestle, prayed and fought very hard to come down to what it might seem like an easy decision, but it was hard.  The battle whether or not I was going to do listen to God’s calling lasted about a year.  


After countless time spend in prayer, seeking guidance, and the different views of looking at this situation; helped me decide to say, “God my life is yours and yours alone; do with it as you please.  Send me and I’m willing to go because you were the one whose blood was shed on the cross.  I want to bring worship not only with words, but also with my life.  Thank you Jesus.”

            The Lord has blessed me and is continuing to bless me in many different ways. One of the areas in which He has blessed me is with the willingness and ability to love, interact, have fun with youth, which is good because like that relationships are established. It was time to start using the gifts the Lord gave me.


There were different needs with the youth ministry. One of the needs was found in the leadership of the youth. The youth needed someone closer to their age they can trust and know they could understand what they going through. Another need was transportation. There were many youth who would be willing to come to youth group or church, but did not have a way to get there. So, the van we had began to be used more throughout the week. Youth were picked up for Wednesday’s Bible study, Thursday youth group meeting, and also for Sunday’s service.


One of the dreams is to bring youth to Christ by presenting the God’s Word through teaching, loving, and caring for them. I want to see the youth members one day running the youth services. They will one day direct the youth services and activities. “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." This is what the Lord has called me to do with the youth of El Faro. Making disciples and sending them out to reach others is my joy and my dream.
1. General Revelation

General Revelation means that the knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law is revealed to all humanity through creation. The reason why is it “general” is because the revelation comes to everyone in general and not just to certain people. One way we could encounter a general revelation is simply through the observation of nature. When one could look at the trees, animals of land and water, or simply the sky and think of how each one of those examples of nature function, we can see how someone with a lot of Intelligence must have created this world. Another way of having a general revelation is through seeing God’s directing influence in history. For example, the Matthew 24:6, talks about how their will be wars and rumors of wars, but those things must happen, but the end of the world is still to come. We have had wars and we’re constantly hearing about other wars around the world. History now is making the Word of God true because He tells us what is going to happen. a further way to receice a general revelation is through an inner sense of God’s existence and His laws that he has placed inside every person. Our concious tells us that certain things that we do are wrong and that their must be a God. Even the wicked know they are doing something wrong when they are doing it. All people have an inner battle within themselves whether or not they should do something that is wrong or against the laws of God or the land. That is our concious of God’s law showing us the right thing to do.

2. Special Revelation

Special Revelation is distinct from general revelation because it refers to God’s words addressed to specific people. For example; the words of the Bible, the words of the Old Testament prophets and New Testament apostles, and the words of God spoken in personal address. Also, salvation is not received through general revelation. I can know everything about God and His creation, but the Bible teaches that the only way to God is through Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). 

3. Inspiration

Inspiration refers to the fact that the words of Scripture are spoken by God. Because of the weaker sense of this word in ordinary usage, this text prefers the term “God-breathed” to indicate that the words of Scripture are spoken by God. 2 Timothy 3:16 affirms that by saying, “All Scripture are God-breathed, and are useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteouness.”

4. Infallibility

Before 1960 or 1965 the word infallible had the same meaning as inerrrant. In the other hand, as years passed the American Nation have used the word infallible as a weaker meaning that the Bible will not lead us astray in matters of faith and practice.

5. Illumination

Illumination means that there was an influence of the Holy Spirit upon the authors of Scripture. The Holy Spirit illuminates and applies the teaching of the Bible to both the human understanding and the heart.

6. Inerrancy

The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything which is contrary to fact. The definition that the dictionary gives us of inerrancy is “lack of error.” This leads me to believe that we must believe that the Word of God is one hundred percent truthful. If I would to say that inerrancy is not true upon the Bible, I would run myself into some major problems. For example; if I deny inerrancy, I could imitate God and intentionally lie in small matters. I say this because Ephesians 5:1 says, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children,” which means that if there is untruth words in the Bible, God would be considers a liar. 

Secondly, if the Bible is not all true then, I begin to wonder if I can really trust God in anything He says. Thirdly, if I deny inerrancy I could essentially make my own mind a higher standard of truth than God’s Word itself. Lastly, if I deny inerrancy, I could say that the Bible is wrong not in minor details, but in some of its doctrines as well.  The bottom line is that we must believe that God’s Word is perfect, pure, unchangeable, and everlasting.

7. The development of the Canon

The Canon has been developed through debate and agreement by the religious authorities of those faiths. The Biblical canon is the set of books that we Christians regard as divinely inspired by God. By the end of the first century AD., the book written by Paul the apostle was collected. By the second century the gospels were beginning to get creditability and began to get the importance that the Old Testament canon received. The beginning of the second century was when a man by the name of Origen began to use the 27 books of the New Testament, but there were still many arguments or debates over the New Testament writings. It was only half way through the 2nd century that the major writings were accepted by almost all Christians. About a century later, Athanasius, the bishop of Alexandria, gave the exact list of books that would become the New Testament canon. In the year 393, the council of the Christian church, also known as The African Synod of Hippo finally approved of the New Testament as we have it today, but it took about two decades after the approval for the canon of the New Testament to be considered closed. Today, the Septuagint and the New Testament canon make up the inspired Word of God, which we the Christian call the Holy Bible.

8. My hermeneutical method

My Hermeneutical Method concludes 3 step, which are the Observation, interpretation, and Application. For the obsersavation examine what certain words like who are the key figures in the book, what are the key dates, what are the key verses in the book, what are the key words, what statement is the author trying to convey, what are the key events taking place, what conclusions can be drawn from this passage, and what is the historical setting. For interpretation I must ask questions like who wrote the book, what is the overall theme of the book, who is the third person, can certain passages be generalized, is the passage only refer to that particular generation, and what does the passage mean. For the Application I have to ask question like to who is the passage addressed to, what is the passage about, who is the passage directly applied, how would it be indirectly applied, and how can I determine if it is a generic application. Those are the 3 steps that I use to interpret the passages

9. Inerrancy’s impact on my life and ministry
The inerrancy of Scipture brings me to understanding of truthfullness. I have personally seen many of God’s promises accomplished in my life, which helps me know that everything that Scripture say is true. This truth has brought me closer to God in such way that my desire to share His Word truth with others, especially the youth. It is so wonderful to see the truth not only impact my life individually, but also the ministry that God gave to take forward. Youth are giving their lives to Christ and turning from their old ways so that God would mold them into what He wants. The youth are realizing that there is a God who truelly loves them and who has given each and one of us a purpose. My greatest joy comes from seeing young people come to Christ and moving forward to find their purpose here on earth. There is no other word, but the Words of God, which are pure and holy.

The Trinity

The word Trinity is not found in the Bible, but there are verses in the Old Testament as well as in the New Testament that affirms the three person in one. For example, God tells us in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. There God is showing us that the Father was talking to the Son and the Holy spirit. We can also see in Matthew 28:19, Jesus commanding the Disciples to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. I believe the Trinity is God in three persons the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit all in one, yet three different roles, which can be seen in 2 Corinthians 13:14 where it says, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. To have a better understanding what God is we can look at an egg. An egg has three different parts, which is the shell, egg white and the yoke, but all together we have an egg. The Father is not there  Son, The Father is not the Holy Spirit, nor is the Son the Holy Spirit. However, there are three distinct persons, and the being of each person is equal to the whole being of God.

God the Father spoke words to create the universe (Genesis 1:3). God the father planned redemption and sent His Son into the world (Galatians 4:4). God the Son is the eternal Word of God, who carried out the Father’s decrees. God the Son accomplished redemption by the death on the cross. The Holy Spirit was in existance when God created the Earth. The Holy Spirit was moving or hovering over the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2), sustaining God’s presence over His creation. The Holy Spirit then was send by the God the father to apply the redemption (John 14:26). The Holy spirit job is to give us a new spiritual life to sanctify us and to empower us to service.


Nothing but God existed before the creation of the universe. Therefore, God created the world absolutely out of nothing, and it was by the spoken words the universe was created (Genesis 1:1, Psalm 33). Since God created everything seen and unseen things, all worship should be given to God. Adam was not created through words, but by the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7). Eve was created from one of Adam’s ribs (Genesis 2:21). God the Son was also active in the creation of the Universe. As a matter of fact, the Son was the one who carried out the plan of the Father, which brings me to believe that Jesus was the one who did the actual work, but it is not contradicting to say that God created it. The Holy Spirit was also active. The Holy Spirit moved upon the land giving preserving and sustaining the function of creation.

I find it very interesting how God is way above or greater than creation, and how creation will not function without the dependance of God, yet God is always involved in it. Therefore, we could say God is both Transcendent another word above and Immanent or remaining in. However, There are different belief that contradics God’s creation. The most common belief is materialism, which completely excludes God out of the picture. Pantheism, believe that God is the whole universe, yet denying several essentials aspects of God’s character. Dualism, is the means that both God and the universe had always existed side by side. Deism, is the view that the universe is no longer dependent of God. One great characteristic of God that people sometimes forget is that God is immutable, which means unchangeable signifying that God does not change. God is eternal and perfect and he does not need anything, so there is no reason for Him to change. Malachi 3:7 and Hebrews 13:8.

Isaiah 43:7 said, “Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” God clearly states that His creation was created to show His glory. God does not make mistakes like human being. Therefore, Everything that God created, He said was good (Genesis 1:31). The Lord tells us that nothing ought to be rejected as long as it is received with thanksgiving; and then consecrated by the word of God and prayer (1 Timothy 4:4-5). 


Modalism says that there is only one person who appears to us in three different forms or modes. There are people who believe and taught God as being one person who shows himself to people at different modes, instead of the God who is three persons all in one. We are made in God’s likeness having a spirit, mind, and will, but we can not disregard that God is onmipotent and  He is powers not limited like Satan and his angels. Modalism wants to believe in only one God that they change some things around just to believe in one God. Some of the scriptures that are used to back their belief are John 10:30, which said, “I and the Father are one,” and John 14:9, which said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father.” They also do not believe in Jesus Christ being the sacrifice for our sins and modalism believe that God the Father did not see the suffering of Christ and was satisfied. Modalism is a flat out denial of the Jesus christ as the Son of God and of the Holy Spirit of God. When we can clearly see that there is three person and one being when we read Psalms 110:1, which states, “The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." God the Holy Spirit hears God the Father say to God the Son to sit at the God the Father’s right hand.


Open Theism is a theological position dealing with human free will and its relationship to God and the nature of the future. Theists believe that in order to actually have free will that God should not know in advance what the person is going to choose. However, what many people forget to understand is that God is omnipresence, which means that He is present at all places. God does not have special dimensions, and God could be present to punish, sustain, and to bless.

Open theists would not say that God is powerless.  They believe that God could predict the future whenever is necessary. Most Open theists believe in the omniscience of God or all knowing. Nevertheless, they believe that God can only know whatever is knowable and since the future is not known to us, then it could not be known by God. They also believe that God only know the present as far as the thoughts, desires, and the hopes of the people. Another thing they believe in is that God can make mistakes because He does not know all things that will occur in the future. One of the Biblical verses that Open Theist uses to support their belief is found in Exodus 32:14 where God relented and did not punish His chosen people as He said He would. The truth of the matter is that God is perfect; therefore, everything He makes is perfect. Deuteronomy 32:4 says, 
“He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.”

Jesus

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18). So, we find Mary with a baby in her womb from the Holy Spirit, which means that the baby (Jesus) does not have an earthly father. Since Christ did not have an earthly father He could not receive the heritage that all humankind receive, which is sin. This means that Jesus is perfect without sin or as Luke 1:35 says, “The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come to you. The power of the Most High God will cover you. So, the holy one that is born will be called the Son of God.” 


Since Jesus was born created by the Holy Spirit and born of a woman, I could say Jesus was 100% human and 100% Holy or another word God because God is the only sinless and true holy one. Jesus had a human body just like me. He was born the same way I was born and went through the different stages of child development as I did (Luke 2:7, 2:40). Jesus was limited in his human body just as we are. Jesus got tired, sleepy, thirsty, and hungry just like any human body (John 4:6, 19:28, Matthew 4:2, 4:11, Luke 23:46). Jesus’ body was a human flesh before and after the resurrection (Luke 24:42). Jesus also had a human Soul, mind, and emotions (John 12:27). In the other hand some people argued that Jesus was able to sin because all human beings sin. However, that statement is not true because Jesus was impeccable meaning “not able to sin.” If Jesus could have sinned then God would have not been the Holy God because sin is one of the many reasons as of how we are not holy like the trinity. 

He replied, "Your faith is so small! Why are you so afraid?" Then Jesus got up and ordered the winds and the waves to stop. It became completely calm. The disciples were amazed. They asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!" (Matthew 8:26-27). Here we see Jesus controlling nature, which only the creator could have such authority. This proves that Jesus was not only human, but 100% God. We could also see that Jesus is God by what He said in Revelation 22:13, which say, “I am the Alpha and the Omega. Jesus was with God since the beginning of creation.

Atonement


Was it necessary for Christ to die? Jesus’ death was not absolutely necessary because if God really wanted, He could have simply allowed human beings to stand before him one day to be judged and condemn because of ours’ sins. 2 Peter 2:4 say, “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment”. When the angels who rejected God sinned, they were right away cast down from heaven into hell to wait for the Day of Judgment. God could have been brutal with us as He was with the angels. Instead, He showed love towards human being by choosing to send His son to die in orders for us to have another opportunity. 

However, the atonement became absolutely necessary as a consequence of God’s choice to save us. Ephesians 2:5 say, “made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions; it is by grace you have been saved.” It was by His lovely grace that we were spared from our punishment. Jesus was sent to the earth with an objective, which was to carry our sins to the cross so that God would look at those who believe in Jesus holy and not as sinners. Therefore, I can conclude that Jesus did not have an option because it was His duty given by the father to suffer and to die on the cross for ours’ sins. Since we were in bondage to sin and to Satan, it was necessary for someone holy to provide redemption so that we no longer would be held by the bondage of sin. We can see that in Mark 10:45 where it says the following, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Adam and Eve’s lack of faithfulness from the beginning of time caused human beings from walking in righteousness before God the Father. Romans 5:19 say, “Many people were made sinners because one man did not obey. But one man did obey. That is why many people will be made right with God.” Here see how God simply wanted Adam and Eve to live a righteous life, but because of sin they were no longer holy before God. Jesus had to later come to live that righteous, blameless, and perfect life that God asked for; Jesus, live 33 years to later take on our sins and suffer a time of abandonment and carrying the absolute evilness of human kind dying on a cross so that through Jesus we could become righteous before the Lord (Matthew 26:56).

Christ resurrection was not a resurrection like of Lazarus that after he came back to life the continuation of weakness, aging and eventually die again. Instead, the resurrection of Christ was the beginning of a new life, where there will be no more suffering of pain. This was confirmed to us in 1 Corinthian 15:20, which says, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

1 Peter 1:3 say, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” The resurrection of Christ insures our regeneration of being new in hope through Christ Jesus our Lord. We must understand that the new life comes when we are born again in Christ. Unlike Christ who was perfect, our body will continue to age, but we are made alive in our spirit, which will live for eternity. 

Romans 4:25 says, “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.” Here we see another meaning of the resurrection of Christ, which is to insure our justification before God. It’s through the death of Jesus that we are made righteous before God. Another important reason for the resurrection of Christ is found in 1 Corinthian 6:14 where it says, “By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.” This verse tells indemnify that we will receive perfect resurrection bodies as well as Jesus did. 

Acts 1:9-11 says, “After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 40 days after the resurrection Jesus blessed the His disciples and was slow raised on a cloud towards heaven accompanied by two angels (Luke 24:50-51). In Heaven God received glory, honor and authority that had never been His before because on earth He was both God and man (John 17:5). 

Christ session was prophesied in Psalms 110:1 where it says, “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’" Here we see Jesus sitting at the right hand of God. In the other hand, we must remember that Jesus is not just sitting down doing nothing. Revelation 2:1 says, "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lamp-stands.” Jesus has many different activities that He participates in. He also stands before God as the intermediate and lawyer defending us of our sins. 
Spiritual Gifts:

A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church (Roman 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 7:7, 12:8-10, 28, and Ephesians 4:11). Spiritual gifts were given to us for edification or for building up the church (1 Corinthians 14:26). We must not use the spiritual gifts for anything else other than building up the church. We must strive to excel in building up the church (1 Corinthians 14:12). Spiritual gifts were given to us after the ascension of Jesus and the possession of spiritual gifts will be around until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthian 1:7). In the other hand, the equipping of the church by the spiritual gifts is not only until Jesus returns because the Bible makes it clear for us that the spiritual gifts of now are just a foretaste of the age to come (2 Corinthians 1:22, 5:5; Ephesians 1:14). God gives everyone different spiritual gifts so that we may depend on one another (1 Corinthians 12:12-26).

How Many spiritual gifts are there?

We can not say that there is a specific number of spiritual gifts because in 1 Peter 4:11 we read of only two spiritual gifts, which are “whoever speaks” and “whoever renders service”. Many spiritual gifts fall under these two categories. For example, the gift of knowledge, such as distinguishing between spirits, word of wisdom, and word of knowledge. Others are the gift of power, such as healing, miracles, and faith, and gifts of speech, which include tongues, interpretation, and prophecy. When Paul spoke of these spiritual gifts, he was not trying to make a list of all the spiritual gifts that could be given by the Holy Spirit. He was trying to give us the main pictures of the spiritual gifts that are from the Holy Spirit by mentioning the major gifts that benefit the church as well as the individuals (1 Corinthian 12:8-10, 28; Romans 12:6-8).
What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the church, personal life, and world?

Illuminating: 

The Holy Spirit illuminates life for us. He convicts people of their sin (John 16:7-8), he guides people into all truth (John 16:13-14), and testifies about Jesus, making him known (John 16:14, John 15:26). Without this special work of the Holy Spirit people would not be deeply convinced of their sinfulness, God's righteousness or the coming judgment. Therefore in communicating the Word of God to others we must depend on the Holy Spirit to convince people of these truths. We may say what the Word says on these issues but it is the Holy Spirit who will do the convicting. “No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) 
Regenerating: 

Regeneration, often referred to as “being born again” (John 3:3-8), is a “secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us”.  In Titus 3:4-6 Paul says, “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

Indwelling:

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16) The Holy Spirit doesn’t just ‘regenerate us’ and then leave, the Bible makes it clear that he remains in our lives. The Holy Spirit is a seal of salvation and a guarantee of what’s to come (Ephesians 1:13-14 and 2 Corinthians 1:21-22).
Sanctifying:

Sanctification is the process by which our lives are progressively transformed as we become more Christ like. It is the Holy Spirit that energizes this process. Galatians 5:16-25 speaks of “live by the Spirit” where we are no longer controlled by the desires of our sinful nature and instead display more and more of the fruit of the Spirit which is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
Equipping: 

The Holy Spirit empowers us to tell others about what Christ has done (Acts 1:8) and helps us pray when we do not know what to pray for (Romans 8:26-27). The Holy Spirit also equips the church by giving ‘spiritual gifts’. These are abilities that are given by the Holy Spirit so that we can serve the church (1 Corinthians 12).
What does it mean to be filled, baptized, and anointed by the Holy Spirit?

Filled: 
To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with Christ. The Holy Spirit came to glorify Christ. Therefore, if I am filled with the Spirit, I am abiding in Christ. I am walking in the light as He is the light, and the blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse and keep on cleansing me from all unrighteousness. In the New Testament, we see that right after someone was filled with the Holy Spirit an action was done. For Example, in Luke 1:67, we see that Zechariah prophesied right after He was filled with the Holy Spirit. Being filled is a consequence of one’s spiritual life. Therefore, being filled with the Holy Spirit is walking in the Lord’s will and it comes through obedience and being available to be used by God. 
Baptism: 
The baptism of the Holy Spirit may be defined as the work where the Spirit of God places the believer into union with Christ and into union with other believers in the Body of Christ at the moment of salvation (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Romans 6:1-4 and Ephesians 4:5). When we accept Jesus we died to sin, at the cross where all sins were defeated (Romans 6:1-4). Baptism is the consequence of one’s salvation. Therefore, baptism of the Holy Spirit is dying to sin and it begins at the acceptance of Jesus Christ.

Anointed: 
God anoints people that love Him more than they love their own lives, and that love others as themselves. As we open our hearts to love others God's anointing flows through us. When we close our hearts to others and grieve, the Holy Spirit flow stops (1 John 3:17, Proverbs 4:23). The anointing is given to preach the gospel to the poor, heal and restore people, proclaim freedom to the captives, open blind eyes, set people free, and flows in God's timing and proclaims God's timing. Therefore, one is anointed to be used by God to take the His truth to everyone (Matthews 28:18-20).
Arminianism 


vs. 


Calvinism

	Denial of Original Sin.
Man is born essentially good and has a choice to sin or not.   Man can choose God or reject.  Everything is based on man's desires.  

Man is not dead in his trespasses and sins. Man has a free will known as human ability.  Human nature was affected by the fall, but there is still good in each person.  Human nature wasn't corrupted by Adam's fall.
	Total Depravity / Original Sin. 

 Man is born with a sin nature and will sin both by nature and by choice.  There is no one who seeks after God (Romans 3; 10-11, 23).

Man is totally dead in his trespasses and sins. When Adam died we all died.  Adam's sin in the Garden of Eden, separated man from God (Romans 5:12-14).

	              Universal Redemption
Jesus death makes it possible for everyone to be saved, but does not secure salvation for anyone.  Jesus death didn't actually pay for anyone's sins.  When someone by their own will choose Jesus, then their sins to that point become paid for.  This view makes the blood of Christ to none effect.

Some go beyond that above and teach that Jesus died for all. Therefore, everyone is saved.  
	Limited Redemption
The Blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient for all, but only efficient for those who believe.  When Jesus died on the cross, His death secured salvation for everyone who believes on His Name (John 3:16, Romans 5:10). Only those who repent of their sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are saved (Romans 10:9-10).

If everyone was saved, then the rich man would never have been in hell (Luke 16:23).

	Ability to Fall from Grace
Since man can choose to be saved and salvation hinges on man not God, man can choose later to reject God.  Ultimately, we have to work to keep ourselves saved.

Man has to keep himself saved.  Initial salvation comes from our choice and then staying saved comes from our good works. 
	Perseverance of the Saints
Since God draws us to salvation and salvation hinges on Jesus Christ and not man, we aren't able to be plucked out of God's hand (John 10:28, Romans 8:38-39).

We are sealed in Christ by the Holy Spirit.  We do not have to keep ourselves saved; the Holy Spirit keeps us in Christ (Ephesians 1:13, 2:8,9)

	Resistible Grace
A person can resist God's call to salvation.  The Holy Spirit just twinges their conscience, but doesn't draw them to be saved against their own will.  God is to loving to force us to be saved; He would allow us to die in our sins and burn in hell if wished to.

Until we respond to the invitation to be saved, the Holy Spirit cannot give life.  We have to create the faith to believe ourselves.
	Irresistible Grace
A person can not resist when the Holy Spirit drags their Totally Depraved dead in sin soul to salvation.  Our wills are enslaved to sin, so we come to God against our own choice to sin willfully; God out of love for us rescues us from our sinfulness.

The Holy Spirit gives us the faith necessary to believe (Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 2:8-9).  Salvation is a gift of God thus so is the faith to believe.

	Conditional Election
God doesn't actually "predestinate" anyone to be saved.  Our election is conditioned on His "foreknowledge" of the choice we will make.

God knew before the creation of the world who would be saved and He did not make the choice to elect us, we made the choice to elect Him.  Ultimately, our salvation depends on the good pleasure of our own will.
	Unconditional Election
God out of love for us elects us or chooses us out salvation.  We are predestinated by God (Romans 8:29-30, 9:11-15). 
Before the foundation of the world, God chose us in Him (Ephesians 1:4-5).  We are "elected unto adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will."


Nature of the Church

Definition: The church is the community of all true believers for all time. According to Paul, the church is to be made of all those who are truly saved because Ephesians 5:25 lets us know that Jesus Christ died for the church. We must understand that the church is those who believe and have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of our lives. As believers we come together in a congregation setting to meet as one body, to work as one body, which many of us calls it the church which dwells in us because God tells us that He will build His church by calling us to Him.  (Ephesians 1:22-23) (Matthews 16:18). 
The building of the church is a continuation of the Old Testament people whom God also called the church in Deuteronomy 4:10, where God told Moses to gather his people so that they may hear words. The Word “gather” in Hebrew with the Greek term ekklesiazo, which means “to summon an assembly,” and the verb in the New Testament noun ekklesia means “assembly”. There are many different occasions where the word ekklesia was used to refer the “assembly of God” as the church. Here are two examples out of the many; one is found in Acts 7:38, and the other in Hebrews 2:12. Therefore, the church is consisted of the Old Testament and the New Testament person who believed or believes in God for they also like the church today gather to worship God. Hebrew 10:25, tells us that we should congregate in a church.
The Church is invisible

How is the church invisible? Well, as believers we are the church of Christ, but no human being can say that someone is truly saved because they can not see the spiritual condition of their hearts. Human beings can only see the outward evidences of an inward spiritual change, unless, the Holy Spirit allows us to see it. God, on the other hand, is the only one who can see the hearts of people, which means that only God can see the invisible church (2 Timothy 2:19).

The church is Visible

The visible church is the church as Christians on earth see it. Those who had accepted Christ, believed in His name, give evidence of that faith in their lives, and have an understanding of the differences between believers and unbelievers are the ones who are able to see the church from the outside. The Lord states it in His Word that we will able to know those who are the true church by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-16). One of the reason that people begin to doubt who is a true Christian or not is because within a congregation are people who are not truly children of God. It is by the love that people will know that we are Christian.
Controversy on what is the church

The Roman Catholic believe that the true church was in the visible organization of the Roman Church. This view is still held by the Catholic Church in today’s days. Martin Luther and John Calvin disagreed to this idea, declaring that the Roman Catholic Church had the outward form of the church, the organization, but all that was just a covering to what is really inside of a man’s heart. Caiaphas (the high priest at the time of Christ), according to Calvin, was not a true priest because he had departed from the truth of the gospel.
Local and universal church

First of all we must remember that the body of a believer is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), which means those who have accepted Christ are the actual church. Therefore, wherever there is a gathering of believers whether it is 2 or 10,000 believers, there is the church. Paul, in Romans 16:5 and 1 Corinthian 16:19 demonstrates to us that a church was held in a house. The church could also be an entire city. There are examples given to us in 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:1. On the other hand, we could also consider a region a church (Acts 9:31). Lastly, the entire world can be called the church because Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (Ephesians 5:25).

Metaphors for the church

The Bible uses many metaphors to refer to the church. Some of the names used are bride of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2), branches on a vine (John 15:5), an olive tree (Romans 11:17-24), a field of crops (1 Corinthians 3:6-9), a building (1 Corinthians 3:9), and a harvest (Matthews 13:1-30; John 4:35). The church is also viewed as a new temple (1 Peter 2:5), God’s house (Hebrews 3:6), and also as the pillar and bulwark of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15), and body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).
False churches

Paul, talks about the false in Corinthians where the pagans offered sacrifices to demons instead of God (1 Corinthians 10:20). In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he calls them heathen and tells them that they were led astray to dumb idols (1 Corinthians 12:2). There is also an assembly that call themselves Christians, but truly are churches of Satan (Revelation 2:9; 3:9). A church that does not have true teachings of the Word of God is a false church. The Roman Catholic Church is a false church because it holds little or no true preaching of the Word, and the gospel message of salvation by faith in Christ alone is not known or received by people in the community. Today, many liberal Protestant churches are false churches because they teach works can gain them salvation and they do not believe all of Scripture.

True Churches

According to John Calvin and Martin Luther, a true church is a church wherever one can see the Word of God purely preached and heard, and the sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution. A true church must teaches and believes Jesus Christ as atonement for our sins, which means that we must trust Christ alone. God’s grace gave us the chance to become children of God through faith (Ephesians 2:8, 1 Timothy 2:15).

Purity of the Church
Purity of the church is its degree of freedom from wrong doctrine and conduct, and its degree of conformity to God’s revealed will for the church. Indications that a church is more pure are including biblical doctrine, proper use of the sacraments (or ordinances), right use of church discipline, genuine worship, effective prayer, effective witness, personal holiness of life among members, car for the poor, and love for Christ. Ephesians 5:26-27, is the reason why a church should practice all of these factors mentioned above. 
Unity of the church

The unity of the church is its degree of freedom from division among true Christians. Jesus’ goal is to have all Christians in unity, working as one (John 10:16, 17:21), because it will be a great witness for unbelievers so they may know the true Master or the sender (John 17:23). Jesus wants us to have the same mind (Philippians 2:2). We must have peace within the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:3). 
Discipline

A Christian must have a discipline to separate themselves from the unbelievers. Paul, tells us to be separated from unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:17), or to not be mismated with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 5:11-13). This does not mean that one believer should separate from another believer who has doctrinal differences, unless, the differences are going to drive another believer to deny the Christian faith (2 John 10). 
Government within a church

Government within a church is necessary for the sake of organization, teaching, discipline and order. For example, Paul tells the Corinthians how to handle the speaking of the tongue in an orderly manner in an ekklesia (1 Corinthians 14:27-28). If there would be no type of government in the case of speaking in tongues then the church would become chaos and would do whatever they want. In contrast to the worldwide government, many Christians argue that there should not be a worldwide government of the church because it does not show elders in the Bible having authority more than just their congregation. An example could be found in Galatians 2:7 where the apostle agreed for Paul to teach the Gentiles about missions and Peter would teach the Jews.
Dispensationalist

A dispensationalist- is some one who believes in the second coming of Jesus. I as a dispensationalist, look forward to two purposes and promises that the Lord has for Israel as well as for the today’s church. During the millennium, God’s church is going to be caught in the rapture (Acts 2), where Jesus will take his saints and the Israelites will reign on earth and enjoying the fulfillment of the Lord’s promises. The church of Christ will receive their blessings, which are heavenly blessings. 

Progressive Dispensationalist- no distinction between Israel and the church in the future eternal state, for all will be part of the one people of God. 

The difference between the progressive dispensationalists from the rest evangelicalism is that they believe the Old Testament prophecies concerning Israel will still be fulfilled in the millennium by the ethnic Jewish people who will believe in Christ and live in the land of Israel as a “model nation” for all nations to see and learn from.

Grace

God’s grace in the world is manifest in 2 different ways, which are saving grace and common grace. Saving grace is the grace of God that brings people to salvation. Common grace is the grace of God by which he gives people innumerable blessings that are not part of salvation. For example, in the physical realm, we see that God made the sun to shine on both evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust, (Matthew 5:44-45). Besides, the physical realm, there are 6 others examples of common grace, which are the intellectual realm, the moral realm, the creative realm, the societal realm, the religious realm, and common grace does not save people. There are many other examples of God’s common grace found in the following books of the Bible; Luke 6:35-36, Acts 14:16-17, Genesis 39:5, Psalms 145:9, 15-16, and many more. 

Common grace does not change the heart or bring people to a genuine repentance and faith, it can not and absolutely does not save people. So, we might ask ourselves the following question: What are the reasons for common grace to undeserving sinners who will never come to salvation? The Lord our God gives common grace to redeem those who will be saved (2 Peter 3:9-10), to demonstrate God’s goodness and mercy (Luke 6:35, Psalms 145:9, Mark 10:21, Ezekiel 33:11, 1 Timothy 2:4), to demonstrate God’s justices (Romans 2:5, 3:15), and to demonstrate God’s glory. 

Election

Election is an act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure. Election is God’s decision to choose us to be saved before the foundation of the world. Election is rightly thought of as the first step in the process of God’s bringing salvation to us individually, which are then follow by our hearing the gospel call, our being regenerated by the Holy Spirit, our responding in faith and repentance, and God forgiving us and giving us membership in his family, as well as granting us growth in the Christian life and keeping us faithful to himself throughout life. 

The Bible talks about predestination in many different passages. For example, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, tell us that God chose us from the beginning to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. Other verses that speak on predestination are Acts 13:48, Romans 8:28-30; 9:11-13; 11:7, Ephesians 1:4-6; 1:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5, 2 Timothy 1:9, and 1 Peter 1:1; 2:9. The New Testament presents the teaching of election as a comfort (Romans 8:28; 29-30), as a reason to praise God (Ephesians 1:5-6; 1:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:2; 1:4, 2 Thessalonians 2:13), and as an encouragement to evangelism (2 Timothy 2:10).
Salvation

Salvation is a provision of God’s grace for those who are already saved from the fault of sin. Salvation should be dominated by each child of God: first, personal salvation depends on the person, second, it is the message God has begun in the believer to proclaim it to the world, and lastly, the child discovers the fullness of God’s love. “Salvation is of Jehovah” (Jonah 2:9) given to human to save us from the ruin of hell because of our sins, but by the grace of God we will have eternal life forever in heaven. What does it take to be saved? 
This is the order of salvation:

1. Election (God’s choice of people to be saved)

2. The gospel call (proclaiming the message of the gospel)

3. Regeneration (being born again)

4. Conversion (faith and repentance)

5. Justification (right legal standing)

6. Adoption (membership in God’s family)

7. Sanctification (right conduct of life)

8. Perseverance (remaining a Christian)

9. Death (going to be with the Lord)

10. Glorification (receiving a resurrection body)

The Gospel Call

The Gospel call is when one calls another to come to repentance before their sin, asking God to forgive them, and allowing Jesus to change their darkness into light (1 Peter 2:9). The gospel calling is an act of God because He is the one who predestines people “to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Romans 8:29). God calls us into the fellowship of His Son (1 Corinthians 1:9; Acts 2:39) and into His own kingdom and glory” (1 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 Peter 5:10; 2 Peter 1:3). People that have been called by God “belong to Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:6). Therefore, they are called to “be saints” (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2) and have come into a realm of peace (1 Corinthians 7:15; Colossians 3:15), freedom (Galatians 5:13), hope (Ephesians 1:18; 4:4) holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7), patient endurance of suffering (1 Peter 2:20-21; 3:9), and eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12). 

The person should understand the 3 important elements, which are the explanation of the facts concerning salvation (All people have sinned (Romans 3:23), the penalty for our sin is death (Romans 6:23), and Jesus Christ died to pay the penalty for our sins (Romans 5:8)); Second, the invitation to respond to Christ personally in repentance and faith. The Lord tells us that we would find rest in His our souls (Matthew 11:28-30; John 1:11-12; Revelation 3:20; Acts 20:21; Luke 24:47; Acts 2:37-38; 3:19; 5:31; 17:30; Romans 2:4; and 2 Corinthians 7:10). Lastly, there is a promise of forgiveness and eternal life. The Lord, offers us eternal life (John 3:16) and He promises us to forgive all of our sins (Acts 3:19; 2:38). The Gospel call is important because if there were no gospel call, we could not be saved (Romans 10:14). 
Regeneration
Regeneration, often referred to as “being born again” (John 3:3-8), is a “secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us”.  In Titus 3:4-6 Paul says, “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.”
Faith


Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is a combination of hearing the word of God and believing it (Acts 16:25-34). However, true saving faith includes knowledge, approval, and personal trust in the Jesus Christ the Lord. It’s necessary that we have some knowledge of who Christ is and what He has done (Romans 10:14), but knowledge about Jesus’ life on earth is not enough to be saved (Romans 1:32). Knowledge does not mean that you are saved (James 2:19). Knowledge and approval are not enough (John 3:2; Acts 26:27; 26:28). I must decide to depend on Jesus to save me personally. The Lord promises us to make us His children and to give us in eternal life (John 1:12, 3:16; 6:37; 7:37; Matthew 11:28:30). 
Repentance


Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ. Repentance is an intellectual understanding (that sin is wrong), an emotional approval of the teachings of Scripture regarding sin (a sorrow for sin and a hatred of it), and a personal decision to turn from it (a renouncing of sin and a decision of the will to forsake it and lead a life of obedience to Christ instead). 


On the other hand conversation is a single action of turning from sin in repentance and turning to Christ in Faith (Matthew 11:28-29; Acts 20:21; Hebrews 6:1). Faith and repentance is something that must continue throughout life (Matthew 6:12; Revelation 3:19; 2 Corinthians 7:10).
Justification & Righteousness

Justification is God's act of declaring or making a sinner righteous before God. In Romans 3:20, 26, 28; 5:1; 8:30; 10:4, 10; Galatians 2:16; 3:24, talks about being declare righteous. However, justification is a legal declaration by God. Therefore, no one can be declared righteous because of their own merit or work, but only by God’s sight can they be righteous, not by any good work a person does, but in response to their faith. The Lord looks justifies those who have accepted and through faith leaving in Christ. After being saved and at the coming of the Holy Spirit on us we are justified, thereof, consider righteous before God because the Lord forgives us for all sin past, present and future (Romans 4:1-5:21). So, those who are justified before Christ have no charge of condemnation (Romans 8:1). No one, but God can condemn us (Romans 8:33-34).

 The second part of justification is the imputation of Christ’s righteousness in our live,  which means that God’s righteousness belongs to the children of God; thereof, making us not merely neutral, but actually righteous in His sight. Isaiah 61:10, talks about how God has clothed cover us with the robe of righteousness, which is given to us when Jesus enters our lives. The righteousness of God is for all who by faith believe in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:21-22). Faith is the key of justification before God’s eyes (Romans 4:3; Genesis 15:6 Romans 5:19).

Sanctification 


Sanctification is a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.
Differences between justification and sanctification



Justification




Sanctification

	Legal standing
	Internal condition

	Once for all time
	Continuous throughout life

	Entirely God’s work
	We cooperate

	Perfect in this life
	Not perfect in this life

	The same in all Christians
	Greater in some than in others


Sanctification has 3 stages. The first one is that sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration. At the beginning of regeneration, a moral change occurs in our lives (Titus 3:5). One we are born in Christ we cannot continue to sin as a habit or a pattern of life (1 John 3:9; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Acts 20:32; Romans 6:11-18), because the Holy Spirit yields us from the life of sin. Second, is Sanctification increases throughout life (Romans 6:12-13). Paul encourages believers to yield out members to righteousness for sanctification (Romans 6:19). Third, sanctification is completed at death (for our souls) and when the Lord returns (for our bodies), because of the sin that still remains in our hearts even though we are Christians (Romans 6:12-13; 1 John 1:8). Lastly, Sanctification will not be completed in this life, but in the life to come in Heaven with our new bodies (Hebrews 12:23; Philippians 3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:23; 15:49; Matthew 5:48; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 John 3:6). When we get our perfect body then will be able to enter God’s kingdom (Revelation 21:27). 

Redemption

The meaning of redeem is “to buy out.” Everyone is in need of redemption. Our natural condition was characterized by guilt: “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Christ’s redemption has freed us from guilt: “being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:23-24).
 
The benefits of redemption include eternal life (Revelation 5:9-10), forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7), righteousness (Romans 5:17), freedom from the law’s curse (Galatians 3:13), adoption into God’s family (Galatians 4:5), deliverance from sin’s bondage (Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:14-18), peace with God (Colossians 1:18-20), and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). To be redeemed, then, is to be forgiven, holy, justified, blessed, free, adopted, and reconciled (Psalm 130:7-8; Luke 2:38; and Acts 20:28).

Atonement


Atonement is the work Christ did in His life and death to earn our salvation. God accomplished the restoration of a right relationship between God and humans, for which we were intended. It is founded on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 John 4:10; 1 Timothy 2:5-6). John 3:16, shows us that it was love for human kind that caused the atonement. We find out that it was not just the love of the creator, but also God’s justice shown to us and anyone whose faith is in Jesus Christ would then be justified by God (Romans 3:26).



Atonement is necessary because God’s nature is love (1 John 4:8), yet he is also holy and absolutely righteous (Leviticus 19:2; Isaiah 5:16; Psalm 89:14). God loves the human race and created us to be in relationship with him. However, humankind’s nature is sinful, thus unholy, and deserves the punishment of death (Romans 3:23; 6:23). Because of God’s love and mercy he desires to remove this tension and restore a right relationship with humans. 

However, God is the official administrator of a just universe that will reward each person according to what they deserve (Hebrews 9:27). The penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23). This righteous God cannot just overlook sin and forgive without the required payment for the debt owed. God has to deal with the sin of humans in a just and fair manner; otherwise he could be accused of being unjust and unrighteous (Psalm 89:14; Romans 3:4, 7). Yet, if he punished all human beings for their sin, how could God is seen as a loving God? In order to solve this dilemma, God showed the greatness of his love by taking the initiative to provide a payment for this punishment for sin (John 3:16-17). He sent his own son as a propitiatory sacrifice for humankind (Romans 3:25). Jesus Christ lived as a perfect human being, without sin (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15). So his life was a sufficient payment for the sin of humankind and was able to atone for human sin (John 1:29).

Propitiation


Propitiation is a sacrifice that bears God’s wrath so that God becomes “propitious” or favorably disposed toward us, which was done to show God’s righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins (Romans 3:25). Propitiation was necessary because there is no service, sacrifice, or gift that man can offer that will appease the holy wrath of God or satisfy His perfect justice. The only satisfaction, or propitiation, that could be acceptable to God and that could reconcile man to Him, had to be made by God. For this reason God the Son, Jesus Christ, came into the world in human flesh to be the perfect sacrifice for sin and make atonement or “propitiation for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17). 

Perseverance


Perseverance of the Saints is the name that is used to summarize what the Bible teaches about the eternal security of the believer. It answers the question: Once a person is saved, can they lose their salvation? Perseverance of the saints is the P in the acronym TULIP, which is commonly used to enumerate what are known as the five points of Calvinism.


So, the question is can someone lose their salvation? The Bible teaches that those who are born-again will continue trusting in Christ forever. God, by His own power through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, keeps or preserves the believer forever. This wonderful truth is seen in Ephesians 1:13-14 where we see that believers are “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchase possession, to the praise of His glory.” When we are born again, we receive the promised indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that is God’s guarantee that He who began a good work in us will complete it (Philippians 1:6). In order for us to lose our salvation after receiving the promised Holy Spirit, God would have to break His promise or renege on His “guarantee,” which He cannot do. Therefore the believer is eternally secure because God is eternally faithful.
Glorification


Glorification is the stage in the application of redemption when we receive resurrection bodies. Glorification is the final step in the application of redemption. It will happen when Christ returns and raises from the dead the bodies of all believers for all time who have died, and reunites them with their souls, and changes the bodies of all believers who remain alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like his own (1 Corinthians 15:12-58; 1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16, and 17).
Membership
1). what is the foundation of a believer in order to become a member of a local church?

First of all we must remember that the body of a believer is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), which means that those who have accepted Christ are the actual church. However, the church is consisted of the Old Testament and the New Testament person who believed or believes in God for they also like the church today gather to worship God (Acts 7:38; Hebrews 2:12).

A person who wants to be a member of a local church must be a Christian that have been born again, which means that they need to be part of the real church (the universal church). Only those who are part God’s family and have the Holy Spirit in their lives could be consider to be part of the membership of the local church (Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:20,27; Ephesians 4:12). 

On the other hand, a Christian must believe and know that it is by the Scripture that human kind must live and with what the truth and the errors are going to be judged by the Scripture. The Scripture are the very words of God, meaning that there is inerrancy. The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything which is contrary to fact; another word the original manuscript of the scripture lacks errors (2 Timothy 3:16; John 10:35; Mathew 5:18). We must be imitators of God and God says that and He does not follow it himself them He could be consider a liar (Ephesians 5:1). Secondly, the believer must know that salvation is gained only by the grace of the Lord; grace is an unmerited favor given to men (Acts 15:11; Ephesians 2:5, 8; 2 Timothy 1:8). Thirdly, the gift of salvation and the blessings of being in God’s eternal family come only through a personal faith in Christ in Jesus as our Savior, and not by good works, nor because of good  merits, nor any religious ceremony (Ephesians 2:8; 2 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 1:5; Romans 3:22, 5:1; Galatians 3:22). 

2). What are the qualifications and requirements to be a leader?
The Lord God teaches us how to live according to His will so that we may bring glory to Him. God the Father did not want to just tell us what to do through his Word. Therefore, He send His son Jesus Christ who showed us how to live a life of righteousness, pureness, peacefulness and Holiness before our Father and Savior. However, some of the Lord’s commands given to us through His Word are:

1. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” (Romans 12:10a)

2. “Honor one another above yourselves.” (Romans 12:10b)

3. “Be of the same mind with one another.” (Romans 12:25)

4. “Accept on another.” (Romans 15:7)

5. “Instruct [or admonish] one another.” (Romans 15:14)

6. “Greet one another.” (Romans 16:16)

7. “Serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13)

8. “Carry each other’s burdens.” (Galatians 6:2)

9. “Bear with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2)

10. “Confess your sins to each others and pray for each other.” (James 5:16)

11. “Submit to one another out of reverence to Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21)

12. “Encourage one another and build each other up.” (Hebrews 10:25; 1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Those are command that as a child of God we must follow, so that we may bring glory to the Lord by being obedient children. When we apply these commands we become good leaders in and out of the church.
3). How should leaders and elders of the church be selected?
The leaders and elders of the church have to have many different qualities and must carry with them what the Word of God tells us. According to Scripture here are a number of things that a leader or deacon must have in order to lead in a church setting:

1. Be above reproach or Blameless. (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:6, 7)

2. Only have one wife. (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:6)

3. Have a good temper. (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:7)

4. Is self- controlled.  (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8)

5. Be respectable. (1 Timothy 3:2)

6. Be hospitable. (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8)

7. Be able to teach. (1 Timothy 3:2)

8. Must not give in to drunkenness. (1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7)

9. Must not be violent but gentle. (1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 1:7)

10. Must not be quarrelsome or hostile. (1 Timothy 3:3)

11. Must not be a lover of Money. (1 Timothy 3:3)

12. He must manage his own family well. (1 Timothy 3:4)

13. He must see that his children obey him with proper respect (1 Timothy 3:4)

14. He must not be a recent convert because he could become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. (1 Timothy 3:6)

15. Must have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. (1 Timothy 3:7)

16. He must be sincere. (1 Timothy 3:8)

17. He must not pursue dishonest gains. (1 Timothy 3:8)

18. Must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. (1 Timothy 3:9)

19. Have a worthy of respect wife, but temperate and trust worthy in everything. (1 Timothy 3:10)

20. Must be blameless. (Titus 1:6)

21. A man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. (Titus 1:6)

22. Must be holy. (Titus 1:8)

23. Must be disciplined. (Titus 1:8)

24. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. (Titus 1:9)

These are the different qualities that the church should look for on a leader or a deacon because the God the Father, through Paul told us. 


Jesus Head of Church

Jesus’ leadership on the church

First to select, disciple and train 12 ordinary men who will be able to evangelize, disciple and train others in the same task. Then to turn them loose equipped with the Word and the Holy Spirit to disciple the nations. We can see a pattern in the ministry of disciple training that Jesus carried on. He did not try to reach all the masses with the Gospel. Even if He had wanted to, the task would be too big. Rather He concentrated on a few selected ordinary men, who were "with Him" and to whom He gave both verbal instruction and a constant example - preparing them though their time with Him to do the same.
Jesus’ eight step of discipleship

1. Selection: He chose a few faithful, available, teachable (FAT) disciples. (Luke 6:13-17, Mark 3:13-19). They weren't scholars, men with special talents, just ordinary men who he could shape and mould into leaders. He did not spread Himself too thin.

2. Association: He devoted His time to them, even in the midst of ministry to the masses. They were with him in all sorts of situations -called to simply "be with Him" and "follow Him".

3. Consecration: He called them to obedience- to turn away from sin and sacrifice their own personal interests- to turn to Him and His teaching. He called them to commit them selves not to a doctrine or program, but to His person.

4. Impartation -He gave Himself to them and for them. The foundation of their relationship to Him was His love and self denial. He lived discipleship before them on a daily basis and there was no limit to His love for them. His commitment to them, and giving of Himself for them was the motivation of their giving themselves totally for Him.

5 Demonstration: He taught them by showing them. All the disciples had to teach them was a teacher who practiced with them what He expected them to learn .So they learned to pray by hearing Him pray, learned how to use the Word by observing His handling of it, and learned how to minister by watching Him ministering. They became evangelists by His demonstrations of evangelism. Discipleship is easier caught than taught.

6 Delegation: He put them to work. (Mark 6:7, Mathew 10:5, Luke 9:1-2) They assisted Him as He ministered; gradually He sent them out two by two. The instructions He gave them are most interesting, revealing how even this was a part of their preparation as His disciples.

7. Supervision: He kept check on them and used their experiences to instruct them further. (Mark 6:30) This was “on the job training” at its best. They were given adequate room to work and learn, yet never without His concern and guidance as it was needed.

8 Reproduction: it is clear that He intended them to become disciplers. The church is like the mustard seed, it starts out small- yet we expect it to grown bigger than the crops around it. John 15:1-17 the branch abiding in the vine must bear fruit.
The form of Church Government

It would appear that Jesus had given the ultimate authority on earth to his disciples, and especially to Peter. However, Paul does not view himself as being under their authority. In fact, at times he was in opposition to Peter's authority (Galatians 2:11). Paul states that he did not consult with any man. "I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was. Instead, I went out immediately..." (Galatians 1:17).

Paul, as we have discussed earlier, delegated responsibility as he saw fit to others to oversee the welfare of the churches that had been founded. To some degree then it would appear that Paul had a great deal of authority within the early church. But, Paul's authority was not by any means ultimate. He was more of an encourager than a ruler. The mere fact that the Bible contains 13 of his letters attests to his importance to the early church. His word was authoritative, however, he was not the grand decision maker, rather, and he was a developer and encourager to those within the churches, saints and elders alike.

One method of decision making is discussed briefly within the New Testament. Acts 6:3-6 describes the selection of the seven. The disciples gathered together and selected seven men to serve the widows, and "This proposal pleased the whole group" (v. 5). And, in Acts 15:22 "the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch..." 

There appears to be from these texts a gathering together of the people within the church and a coming to a consensus on various issues. 

            Other texts seem to stress the role of the leaders. 1 Thessalonians 5:12 encourages the brethren to "respect those who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you." Paul may not be referring to elders or anyone of position within the church here; he may just be alluding to those who are more mature in Christ. Hebrews 13:17, calls for the people to "obey your leaders and submit to their authority." Most likely the author of Hebrews is exhorting those within the church to respect and listen to the leaders of the church, probably for the sake of order. In 1 Corinthians 14:40 Paul reminds all that "everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way." Respecting each other and the leaders of the church was important.

Divorce



Divorce is actually a subject that God comments on in certain terms: God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16). Because God's feelings on divorce are made so unmistakably clear, it is absolutely unbiblical that there are as many divorces among self-acclaimed Christians as there are among those who do not believe. Reconciliation, restoration, and forgiveness are supposed to be the identifiers a true Christian (Luke 11:4; Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 4:32). What kind of message is our divorce rate sending to a lost world? 

            The only specifically mentioned biblical reasons for a Christian seeking or allowing a divorce are unrepentant adultery (Matthew 19:9) and abandonment of a Christian by a non-Christian spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15). 
            Even in these instances, though, divorce should never be the first option. Christians are to seek reconciliation and restoration, and then we are to forgive. It is the duty of a Christian to help his or her spouse grow spiritually and overcome sin. Abandoning and divorcing a spouse often makes the situation worse and prevents true healing in the "offending" spouse's life. If Christians are to be the salt of the earth and a city on a hill, we must be different from the rest of the world, especially when it comes to marriage and divorce. Our faith in Christ should impact every area of our lives. The divorce rate among Christians should be negligible compared to the non-Christian world. Christian marriages are not perfect, but they are to be an example of love, forgiveness, grace, and commitment. 
            The Bible makes it perfectly clear why Christians shouldn't divorce, but what about how Christian couples can make their marriage work? The Bible is clear on these principles, too. First and foremost, the Bible makes an unmistakable command in Luke 14:26. There, Jesus says, "If you want to be my follower you must love me more than your own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters -- yes, more than your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple." The first way to ensure your marriage will be a happy one is to put Jesus before any other part of your life. Once you get that straight, other things will begin to fall into place. "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well" (Matthew 6:33). Further, you should encourage and pray for your spouse to put Christ first in their life, as well. Amos 3:3 asks us, "Can two people walk together without agreeing on the direction?" 
            If you are a Christian who is considering divorce, you should consider seeking Christian counseling in the form of pastors, elders, Christian friends, or professional Christian counseling services. This mandate is also straight from the Bible. In Ecclesiastes 4:10, Solomon tells us, "If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!" Seek help from Christian friends. Don't let your marriage end unnecessarily! Proverbs 16:3 sums it all up by saying, "Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed."
According to the word of God, the only way divorce is right it is if the husband or the wife commits marital unfaithfulness against the spouse (Matthew 5:32, 19:9). However, anyone who marries a divorced person because of marital unfaithfulness sins before the Lord (Matthew 5:32, 19:9; Mark 10:12; Luke 16:18). On the other hand, if a person is divorced they must stay divorced or reconcile themselves before the husband going back to him, but him or her may not marry anyone else if they are divorced (1 Corinthians 7:11). Lastly, if a man or a woman is married to an unbeliever and the unbeliever is willing to live with the believer, then they must not divorce him or her (1 Corinthians 7:12-13).
Ordinances

Definition of ordinance- A command given to human beings to follow; the Lord’s Supper and Baptism is an example. 


Baptism: Baptism is the outward sign of the inward regeneration (Galatians 2:27).
            The Greek word baptizo means “to plunge, dip, immerse” something in water. The word of God, in the book of Mark tells us that Jesus was “in the Jordan river” (Mark 1:5). Mark also tells us in 1:10 that “Jesus came up out of the water.” The Greek word “ek” means the “out of”, which we can clearly know that if something comes out it is because it must have been in. Immersion symbolizes the union with Christ in death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:2-4, Colossians 2:12). The complete immersion of being buried under water gives a clear picture of the dying with Christ and coming out of the water shows the newness of a person in Christ. Sprinkling of water as a form of baptism does not give a clear picture of the death and resurrection of one in Christ. However, must keep in mind that baptism is also a symbol of one’s sins being washed away and purified before the Lord (Titus 3:5; Acts 22:16).
Who should be baptized?

            Those who have received the gospel and trusted in Christ for salvation are the ones who can receive baptism because they give a believable profession of faith. Peter, tells us that it was “those who received his word” at the Pentecost who were baptized (Acts 2:41). Phillip tells us that when they believed in the name of Jesus Christ they were baptized (Acts 8:12). Peter, also tells us that those who have received the regeneration of the Holy Spirit are the ones to be baptize in the name of Jesus (Acts 10:47-48). 

Arguments about the meaning of baptism

            In the other hand, there are people out there who would argue that baptism is for all ages, including infants. They say that an infant is being adopted into the Covenant of God, but the New Testament does not speak that way about baptism. Paul teaches us that baptism is the outward sign of the inward regeneration, which means that one must show their faith and trust that they have taken before God (Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12). An infant can not give signs of regeneration, neither have they come to saving faith. Therefore, I believe that children should not get baptize until they could have an understanding of what baptism truly represents. 
Roman Catholic believe on baptism

            Catholics churches believe that baptism is necessary for salvation and that the act of baptism itself causes regeneration. Catholics believe that grace can be passed on to infants through baptism. They believe that the faith that the infant lacks will be replaced by the faith of the church. They also believe that salvation is comes by faith and work. However, Paul teaches salvation comes through faith, and that it is not by work, it is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 6:23). Anyone who says who might say that some type of work is need for salvation is wrong. Paul, gives us an example of how people tried to say that circumcision is necessary for salvation, but he tells us that those who say that a person needs circumcision is preaching a different gospel (Galatians 1:6) Another verse that Catholics might use is 1 Peter 3:21, which says, “Baptism… now saves you.” In the same verse it talks about the conscience being purified by the act of baptism.
The Lord’s Supper

            The Lord supper is an ordinance that is to be done over and over again throughout our Christian lives as a sign of continuing in fellowship with Christ.

Eating in God’s presence

            The Lord’s Supper did not began in during Jesus life on earth; instead, the Lord’s Supper goes all the way back to the book of Exodus in chapter 24:9-11, where we see that 74 Israelites, including Moses went up to Mount Sinai, ate in the presence of God.  In the book of Deuteronomy we also see that people were supposed to give 10% of all they had and ate the tithe of their grain, wine, oil, firstlings of their herd and flock before the Lord while rejoicing. 
Seven meanings to the Lord’s Supper

1. Christ death, which occurs as often as we eat the bread and drink in remembrance of Him (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

2. Our participation in the benefits of Christ’s death, which occurs when we take the cup and the bread to eat (Matthew 26:26). The action of taking the cup and the bread says that we are taking on the benefits of Christ death.

3. Spiritual nourishment, just as food nourishes the body, the partaken of the Lord’s Supper nourishes our spiritual soul (John 6:53-57). 
4. The unity of believers, happens when we partake the Lord’s Supper together in remembrance of the one body, which is Jesus’ body (1 Corinthians 10:17).
5. Christ affirms His love for me, when I take His Supper, He is inviting me to come, yet reminding me of how much He loves me.
6. Christ affirms that all the blessings of salvation are reserved for me, which happens when I am invited into His presence assuring me that He has abundant blessings for me. I am also part of the great banquet, which will take in Heaven after Jesus comes back for the second time.
7. I affirm my faith in Christ, as I take the bread and cup I am proclaiming that I need Jesus and trust Him to forgive my sins and give life and health to my soul because only by Jesus’ body and shed blood will I be saved.
The Roman Catholic view on the Lord’s Supper

            The ceremony is directed by the Priest when taking the Lord’s Supper. He lifts up the bread and the cup as they adore it. According to the Roman Catholic teachings when the bread and wine is lifted up, grace is imparted to those present by the work performed, but the amount of grace is given to each individual according as they deserve grace. The Roman Catholic fail to recognize the symbolic character of Jesus’ statements when He declared, “This is my body,” or, “This is my blood.” For example, When Jesus said, “I am the true vine” (John 15:1), he meant that He is the only way. One may also see in John 6:41 and John 10:9, how he uses that as a symbol and not as the actual, literal, or physical thing. 

Who should participate in the Lord’s Supper?

            The Lord’s Supper should be eaten only by those who have received Christ as their personal Savior because it is an action taken by believers as a reminder and symbol of the death of Christ. Therefore, those who partake the Lord’s Supper without believing, or having the Lord as there personal Savior will be judged by God (1 Corinthians 11:29-30). Also, those who have problem  with another Christian brother or sister should not eat of the Lord’s Supper because we are on one body and we are supposed to be in unity as we come to the table to represent Jesus (1 Corinthians 10:17; 11:27-29). They should go and fix their relationship with that person before coming to God in worship (Matthew 5:23-24).
Abortion

            The Bible does not use the word abortion, but in the New Testament the Greek word “brephos” is used to describe the unborn, newborns and youth. In Luke 1:44, I noticed that the word “brephos” is used to mean unborn baby. In this same verse, we see life in the womb of the mother as the baby moved. We are a creation of God’s image (Genesis 1:27). God obviously has a plan or purpose for each human life (Jeremiah 1:4-5, Job 10:2, 8-9, Isaiah 44:2). So, by taking away a life before it is conceived is a like telling God for get your plans because I am in control of the my life. Therefore, we have no authority to take away His creation. I believe God does not appreciate in any means the killing of someone such as a baby because children are a blessing given by God (Psalm 127:3).
Divorce


            According to the word of God, the only way divorce is right it is if the husband or the wife commits marital unfaithfulness against the spouse (Matthew 5:32, 19:9). However, anyone who marries a divorced person because of marital unfaithfulness sins before the Lord (Matthew 5:32, 19:9; Mark 10:12; Luke 16:18). On the other hand, if a person is divorced they must stay divorced or reconcile themselves before the husband going back to him, but him or her may not marry anyone else if they are divorced (1 Corinthians 7:11). Lastly, if a man or a woman is married to an unbeliever and the unbeliever is willing to live with the believer, then they must not divorce him or her (1 Corinthians 7:12-13).


Premillenialism

Personal return of Christ


Christian’s hope is that Christ will come back to take with him his children and to judge all the unbelievers. Our hope for Christ second coming comes from the Word of God, which promised us to return (Matthew 24:35-42; 25:31; Mark 8:35-38; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:6-11; Revelation 22:16-20) and we also know that Christ will return personally, visibly, and in bodily form (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Acts 1:11). Jesus said to us through John 14:3-4, that he will take us where he will be, which is heaven. Christ will not return, but not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting (Hebrews 9:28). The Bible also tells us that Jesus Christ will return with the clouds and that every eye will see him (Revelation 1:7). There is a picture we could have in our minds. Jesus coming down with the clouds and every eye will see him, which gives you an idea of how big God can be. 

Jesus is coming at an unexpected hour (Matthew 23:44; 24:44; Luke 12:40). Therefore, as Christians we should be ready at all time for the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus will come like a thief in the night (2 Peter 3:10); no one knows the day or the time of his return (Matthew 25:13; Mark 13:32-33).  So, anyone who might predict God’s return is wrong. God teaches us to be watchful for his coming because there are many verses that predicts a sudden and unexpected return of Christ (Matthew 24:42-44; 24:36-39; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Luke 12:40; 1 Corinthians 16:22; 1 Thessalonians 5:2). On the other hand, there are various verses that show signs of Christ return (Matthew 24:14; 24:23-24; 24:29-30; Mark 13:19-20; 13:22; 13:10; 13:24-25; Luke 21:25-27; Revelation 13; 1 John 2:18; and Romans 11:25-26, 12). 

Imminence

Imminent is the fact that Christ could return and might return at any time and that we are to be prepared for him to come at any day (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2; Matthew 24:36). The Bible infers Christ coming could be at any moment. However, differing views concerning the timing of Christ’s return exist because the Bible is not always clear as to whether His return is referring to the reign of Christ on earth during the millennium o to the Rapture of the church. 

Rapture

The Rapture is a prophesied event in Christian eschatology, in which Christians are gathered together to participate in the Second Coming of Christ. Christians who have died are to be resurrected to participate in the coming of Christ along with those who are still living at the time of the event (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18). We will not be here during the tribulation, where people are going to suffer (1 Thessalonians 5:9). There are three views concerning Christ return.

1.  Postmillennial View - The millennial period is Christ’s spiritual, not literal, reign on earth, ushered in through the triumph of the gospel, the progressive Christianization of the world, and the improvement of world conditions. Then the Second Coming would take place and judgment and the eternal state would begin.

2.  Amillennial View – There is not a literal reign of Christ on earth. Christ’s kingdom reign refers to his present spiritual rule from the right hand of God the Father, and is already established in the hearts of people who believe in Him. His Second Coming ushers in the last judgment and the eternal state.

3. Premillennial View – The millennium is a literal 1000 year reign of Christ on the earth that will be inaugurated by His Second Coming. Prior to that coming, Christ will gather His Church to Himself in an event called “the Rapture,” or the taking away of the Church. 
I believe the Pre-tribulation (dispensational) Premillennialism teaching is the correct one because 1 Thessalonians and Revelation makes it clear that there will be a second coming, tribulation that will last 7 years, Jesus’ second coming with the church to reign for thousand years with His chosen people. After the thousand years, Satan will be released to deceive the nations in the four corners to destroy God’s people, but he will be defeated and thrown into the lake of burning sulfur where the false prophets were thrown. (Revelation 20:7-10).
A Comparison/Contrast of Older Premillennialism to Dispensationalism
Older Premillennialism


Dispensationalism
	Teaches that the church was in the fore-vision of the Old Testament prophecy
	Teaches that the church is hardly, if at all, in the Old Testament prophets.

	Teaches that the great burden of Old Testament prophecy was the coming of Christ to die (at the First Advent) and the kingdom age (at the Second Advent).
	Teaches that the great burden of Old Testament prophecy is the kingdom of the Jews. 

	Teaches that the First Advent was the specific time for Christ to die for man's sin
	Teaches that the kingdom (earthly) should have been set up at the First Advent for that was the predicted time of its coming. 

	Teaches that the present age of grace was designed by God and predicted in the Old Testament
	Teaches that the present age was unforeseen in the Old Testament and thus is a “great parenthesis” introduced because the Jews rejected the kingdom.

	Teaches that one may divide time in any way desirable so long as one allows for a millennium after the Second Advent
	Teaches that the only allowable way to divide time is in seven dispensations. The present age is the sixth such dispensation; the last one will be the millennial age after the Second Advent. It is from this division of time that Dispensationalism gets its name. 

	Teaches that the Second Advent was to be one event.
	Teaches that the Second Advent will be in two sections— “the Rapture” and “the Revelation.” Between these two events they put the (to them) unfulfilled seventieth week (seven years) of Daniel 9:23-27, which they call “the Great Tribulation.”

	Teaches that certain signs must precede the Second Advent.
	Teaches that no sign precedes the “rapture-stage” of the Second Advent, which may occur “at any moment.” However, there are signs that precede the “revelation-stage” of the Second Advent. The “Rapture” could occur “at any moment,” but the “Revelation” must take place after the seven years of the Great Tribulation. The first stage is undated and unannounced; the second stage is dated and announced. 

	Has two resurrections-the righteous before the Millennium; the unrighteous after the Millennium.
	Introduced a third resurrection—“tribulation-saints” at the “revelation-stage” of the Second Advent. 

	Usually held what is called the “historical symbolic” view of the book of Revelation. This view makes Revelation a picture in symbolic form of the main events in the present age.
	Holds generally to the “futurist” view of the book of Revelation, which view makes almost the whole book (especially chapters 4 to 19) a literal description of events to take place during “the Great Tribulation” or Daniel's seventieth week, which Dispensationalism considers as yet unfulfilled.

	The general attitude of older premillennialism was on the whole mild and reverent in its approach to Scripture. There have been some outstanding scholars who have been persuaded that the premillennial is the correct view.
	Dispensationalism has assumed a far more dogmatic attitude. It has introduced a number of novelties in prophetic interpretation that the church never heard of until about a century ago.


The Great Tribulation


The Great tribulation expression comes from Matthew 24:21, where it says that there will be great tribulation like it has never been before. However, it is during the 7 years of tribulation that Armageddon will occur (Mark 13:14-28). Those who side with Historic premillinnialism believe that Jesus will return after that tribulation (Matthew 24:29-30). However, in the premillinnialism comes with few believes such as pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, and post-tribulation. 

Meanings of Pre, Mid, and Post Tribulations

	Pre-Tribulation
	Mid-tribulation
	Post-tribulation

	When Christ first returns, the church will be “raptured,” or snatched up, into heaven to be with him (Revelation 3:10)
	The rapture will happen halfway through the tribulation (Matthew 24:12)
	When Christ returns after a period of tribulation on the earth (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)


Resurrection

What happens when people die?

1. When a believer dies their soul (or spirit) is separated from their body and it goes immediately into God’s presence (Psalm 115:17-18). Paul, teaches us that it is far better to be home with Christ in paradise (2 Corinthians. 5:8, Philippians 1:23, Luke 23:43, and Hebrews 12:23). However, the separation of our body is not going to be forever. The bodies of the believers will be raised, or resurrected from the dead and reunited with their souls on Jesus’ second coming (1 Thessalonians 4:15) and then Christ will reward Christians at an event called the “Judgment Seat of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5; 1 Corinthians 2:10-15).

2. When an unbeliever dies their soul (or spirit) goes immediately to a location called Hades, where there is conscious torment and will not be given unto them another chance to trust in Christ. The resurrection of the unbelievers will take place immediately before the last Judgment (Matthew 25:31-32, 41; John 5:25-29). This Judgment is called the “White Throne Judgment,” which is for the lost (Revelation 20:11-14). Later, as the eternal stage for the unbelievers will be the lake of fire, or hell (Revelation 20:15). The Bible teaches that there is no possibility to go from Hell to Heaven (Luke 16:24-26). 

Purgatory


In Roman Catholic teaching, purgatory is the place where the souls of believers go to be further purified from sin until they are ready to be admitted into heaven. The Catholics have collected this piece of information from the Apocrypha writings, thereof; it is not accepted as authoritative source of doctrine. However, the Bible teaches that the soul of a believer goes into the presence of God immediately after their death (2 Corinthians. 5:8, Philippians 1:23, Luke 23:43, and Hebrews 12:23), which means purgatory does not exist. Matthew 12:32, is used by Roman Catholics in support of purgatory. They use it because Ludwig Ott says that the sentence “Leaves open the possibility for sins to be forgiven not in this world, but in the world to come. However it is in contrary to what the verse says. Another verse Roman Catholics use as support is 1 Corinthians 3:15. 
Soul sleep


Soul sleep doctrine teaches that when believers die they go into a state of unconscious existence, and the next thing that they are conscious of will be when Christ returns and raises them to eternal life. They support comes from John 11:11; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Corinthians 15:6, 18, 20, 51; 1 Thessalonians 4:13; 5:10, which refers to death as a state of sleep. However, when scriptural refers to death as sleep, it is simply a metaphorical expression used to indicate that death is only temporary for Christians, just as sleep is temporary (John 11:11-13). Once again this doctrine can not be true because of the proof that the souls of believers go to God’s presence right away and this verses indicate that there is conscious existence (Psalm 115:17-18; 2 Corinthians. 5:8, Philippians 1:23, Luke 23:43, and Hebrews 12:23). 

 Glorification


Glorification is the stage in the application of redemption when we receive resurrection bodies. Glorification is the final step in the application of redemption. It will happen when Christ returns and raises from the dead the bodies of all believers for all time who have died, and reunites them with their souls, and changes the bodies of all believers who remain alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like his own (1 Corinthians 15:12-58; 1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16, and 17).
What will our resurrection bodies be like?

Our bodies will be raised imperishable, in glory, in power, as a spiritual body and physical body, and will have the image of God (1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49).

1.  Our resurrection bodies will be like Christ resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23, 49; Philippians 3:21).

2.  Raised imperishable- They will not wear out or grow old or ever be subject to any kind of sickness or disease (1 Corinthians 15:42).

3.  Raised in glory- They will no longer be dishonorable unattractive, but will look glorious in their beauty (1 Corinthians 15:43). They may even have a bright radiance about them (Daniel 12:3; Matthew 13:43).

4.  Raised in power- They will have fullness of strength and power (1 Corinthians 15:43).

5.  Raised as a spiritual and physical body- They will be subject to the Holy Spirit and responsive to the Holy Spirit’s guidance (1 Corinthians 15:44), perfect (Luke 24:39), and will be like Jesus’ body (1 John 3:2).
6.  Bear the image of God- Beautiful like our Creator (Genesis 1:26; 1 Corinthians 15:49).

Eschatology- is the study of future events, from the Greek word eschatos, which means “last.” The study of eschatology, then, is the study of “the last things.” Eschatology is important to believers because it includes the personal return of Christ. Eschatology involves the second coming for Jesus, rapture, tribulation, millennium, judgments, new heaven, new earth, and the eternal life with the omnipotent God.
Significance of Eschatology

Personal return of Christ


Christian’s hope is that Christ will come back to take with him his children and to judge all the unbelievers. Our hope for Christ second coming comes from the Word of God, which promised us to return (Matthew 24:35-42; 25:31; Mark 8:35-38; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:6-11; Revelation 22:16-20) and we also know that Christ will return personally, visibly, and in bodily form (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Acts 1:11). Jesus said to us through John 14:3-4, that he will take us where he will be, which is heaven. Christ will not return, but not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting (Hebrews 9:28). The Bible also tells us that Jesus Christ will return with the clouds and that every eye will see him (Revelation 1:7). There is a picture we could have in our minds. Jesus coming down with the clouds and every eye will see him, which gives you an idea of how big God can be. 

Jesus is coming at an unexpected hour (Matthew 23:44; 24:44; Luke 12:40). Therefore, as Christians we should be ready at all time for the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus will come like a thief in the night (2 Peter 3:10); no one knows the day or the time of his return (Matthew 25:13; Mark 13:32-33).  So, anyone who might predict God’s return is wrong. God teaches us to be watchful for his coming because there are many verses that predicts a sudden and unexpected return of Christ (Matthew 24:42-44; 24:36-39; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33; Luke 12:40; 1 Corinthians 16:22; 1 Thessalonians 5:2). On the other hand, there are various verses that show signs of Christ return (Matthew 24:14; 24:23-24; 24:29-30; Mark 13:19-20; 13:22; 13:10; 13:24-25; Luke 21:25-27; Revelation 13; 1 John 2:18; and Romans 11:25-26, 12). 

Judgment


Everyone will be judged according to what they did during their life here on earth (Matthew 25:31-46; Romans 2:5-10; 2 Corinthians 5:10). Some have used 1 Peter 3:18-20 and 1 Peter 4:6, to argue that there is a second chance because of the preaching of the spirit in prison and the preaching of the gospel “even to the dead,” but those are poor interpretation. Although unbelievers pass into a state of eternal punishment immediately after death, their bodies will not be raised until the day of final judgment (Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15; and Revelation 20:12, 15). In contrast, the believers wait for their resurrection to occur in order to complete the final step of redemption (Romans 8:23-24). When Christ redeemed us, he redeemed both our spirit and body and we can not wait to go through the glorification stage. 
Heaven


Heaven is God’s throne (Isaiah 66:1). Heaven is a physical place where Jesus ascended to when He left earth and it is where God dwells (Acts 1:9, 11; Luke 24:51; Peter 3:22). 

What is Heaven? 

1. Heaven will be a place of fellowship (John 14:3).

2. Heaven is a place, not jut a state of mind (Act 1:11; 7:55-56, John 14:2, 3; Genesis 28:12).

3. Heaven will be a place to worship God (Isaiah 66:22, 23; Revelation 15:4; 21:24).

4. Heaven will be a place of joy and productive work (John 5:17; Revelation 21:1, 4; 7:17; Isaiah 65:17, 19).

5. Heaven is a place where one can labor and see his labor bear fruit (Isaiah 65:21-23).

6. Heaven will have a beauty beyond our imagination or like an entire city of transparent gold (Revelation 21:18, 19, 21).

7. In heaven we will be given new names, new imperishable bodies, and we will be clothed in the white robes of righteousness. We will be glorious living stones; pillars in the eternal temple of God (I Corinthians 15:52; 1 Peter 2:5; Revelation 3:12).

8. Heaven with God and Jesus will be a place of love (Revelation 21:4).

9. Heaven is place where the Angels will rejoice as we Christians enter the kingdom of God (II Peter 3:13).

10. Heaven’s street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass (Rev. 21:12, 21).
11. Heaven is a place of salvation (John 10:9).
12. Heaven is a place where there will no more be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him (Revelation 22:3).
13.  Heaven is a place where the past will not be remembered (Isaiah 65:17).
14. Heaven is a place where the righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13).
Hell

1. Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked, where their will be weeping and gnashing of their teeth (Matthew 25:30, 46; Luke 16:22-24). 

2. Hell is a place of torment for ever and ever and where all the false prophets were thrown into to burn along with Satan (Luke 16:28; Revelation 20:10).

3. Hell is a place where their will be eternal fire (Matthew 25:41).
4. Hell is referring as “the unquenchable fire” (Mark 9:43).
5. Hell is a place where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched (Mark 9:48).
6. Hell is a place where God’s wrath will be given (Revelation 14:9-11).
7. Hell is a place where the smoke of the hot blazing fire will goes up for ever and ever (Revelation 19:3).
8. Hell is a place where all unbelievers will be sent (Matthew 25:41).
However, the idea of eternal conscious punishment of unbelievers has recently been denied by even by some evangelical theologians. The Seventh Day Adventist Church and other individual has agree with “annihilationism”, which is a teaching that after the wicked have suffered the penalty of God’s wrath for a time, God will “annihilate” or exterminate them so that they no longer exist. These people believe that the punishment will be conscious, but it will not be eternal.
Arguments and Responses for Annihilationism

1.  Argument:  The biblical references to the destruction of the wicked, which, some say, implies that they will no longer exist after they are destroyed (Philippians 3:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; 2 Peter 3:7). 

Response:   When these passages uses the word “destruction” it is not imply some type of annihilation or ceasing to exist, but can simply be ways of referring to the harmful and destructive effects of final judgment on believers.

2.  Argument:  The obvious inconsistency of eternal conscious punishment with the love of God.

Response:  Scripture abundantly testifies that is it consistent for God to punish the wicked for a certain length of time after the last judgment, then there seems to be no necessary reason why it would be inconsistent of God to inflict the same punishment for an unending period of time. God love for humanity is so great that He tells us how he takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they would turn from their way and live (Ezekiel 33:11).
3.  Argument:  The obvious injustice involved in the disproportion between sins committed in time and punishment that is eternal.

Response:  We do not know the extent of the evil done when sinners rebel against God. We would be putting ourselves higher than God if we try to extent the punishment of the sins committed against God; God determines the punishment. Scripture tell us that unbelievers in hell may go on sinning and receiving punishment for their sin, but never repenting (Revelation 22:11)
4.  Argument:  The fact that the continuing presence of evil creatures in God’s universe will eternally ruin the perfection of a universe that God created to reflect his glory.

Response:  We must realize that when God punishes evil and triumphs over it, the glory of his justice, righteousness, and power to triumph over all opposition will be seen (Romans 9:17, 22-24). The depth of the riches of God’s mercy will also then be revealed, for all redeemed sinners will recognize that they too deserve such punishment form God and have avoided it only by God’s grace through Jesus Christ (Romans 9:23-24).

Man’s purpose


Man was created to bring glory to God through everything we do (Isaiah 43:7; Ephesians 1:11-12; 1 Corinthians 10:31). Man’s purpose is to have a relationship with the Creator rejoicing in the Lord and in the lessons of the life He gives us (Romans 5:2-3; Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:6, 8). We as God’s creation should glorify and enjoy the Creator, but what is more interesting and it shows His love for us is that the Bible teaches us that God rejoices in us as well (Isaiah 62:5; Zephaniah 3:17-18). 
How can we glorify God?

1. Exalting the Lord through continuous praise (Psalm 34:1-4, 35:27-28, 70:4; 71:14-15; Hebrews 13:15).

2. Trusting in Him at all time (Psalm 62:8).

3. Praying at all time and by not losing heart (Luke 18:1; Ephesians 6:18).

4. Keeping in the alert at all times (Luke 21:36; Ephesians 6:18).

5. Always fearing God (Deuteronomy 14:23; Proverbs 23:17, 28:14; Isaiah 51:13).

6. Loving God always (Deuteronomy 19:9).

7. Walking always in His ways (Deuteronomy 19:9).

8. Abounding always in the work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).

9. Always being filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

10. Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19).

11. Giving thanks for all things in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father (Ephesians 5:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

12. Rejoicing in the Lord always (Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16).

13. Praying without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

14. Seeking the Lord’s face and strength continually (1 Chronicles 16:11; Psalm 105:4).

15. Trusting that God will continually guide you (Isaiah 58:11).

16. Observing kindness and justice (Hosea 12:6).

Image of God

Having the “image” or “likeness” of God means, in the simplest terms, we were made to resemble God. Adam did not resemble God in the sense of God’s having flesh and blood. Scripture says that “God is a spirit” (John 4:24) and therefore exists without a body. However, Adam’s body did mirror the life of God, insofar as it was created in perfect health and was not subject to death.
      The image of God refers to the immaterial part of man. It sets man apart from the animal world, fits him for the “dominion” God intended (Genesis 1:28), and enables him to communicate with his Maker. It is a likeness mentally, morally, and socially.
      Mentally, man was created as a rational, volitional agent—in other words, man can reason and man can choose. This is a reflection of God’s intellect and freedom. Any time someone invents a machine, writes a book, paints a landscape, enjoys a symphony, calculates a sum, or names a pet, he or she is proclaiming the fact that we are made in God’s image.
      Morally, man was created in righteousness and perfect innocence, a reflection of God’s holiness. God saw all that He had made (mankind included) and called it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). Our conscience or “moral compass” is a vestige of that original state. Whenever someone writes a law, recoils from evil, praises good behavior, or feels guilty, he is confirming the fact that we are made in God’s own image.
      Socially, man was created for fellowship. This reflects God's triune nature and His love. In Eden, man’s primary relationship was with God (Genesis 3:8) implies fellowship with God), and God made the first woman because “it is not good that the man should be alone” (Genesis 2:18). Every time someone marries a wife, makes a friend, hugs a child, or attends a church, he is demonstrating the fact that we are made in the likeness of God.

The fall and its effects


When the fall happened, God’s image in the life of man became distorted, but not lost. Man’s moral purity has been lost; his sinful character certainly does not reflect God’s holiness; the intellect is corrupted by falsehood and misunderstanding; and his speech no longer continually glorifies God (Ecclesiastes 7:29). Bible tells us that men are made in the likeness of God (James 3:9). We must understand that James 3:9 was not speaking of just believers made in the likeness of God, but men in general, which is men and women. 


Thanks to Christ, there is a progressive recovering of more of God’s image, which is done through redemption in Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul teaches us that here on earth we are being renewed in knowledge after the image of the creator (Colossians 3:10), which is done through gaining understanding of God, His Word, and His world because we would then begin to thing more and more of the thoughts that God thinks; thus being changed into His likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18). However, believers will not gain complete restoration of God’s image until Christ returns. Only at Christ return can God’s image be complete because we (believers, saved by God’s grace) will be given new bodies (1 Corinthians 15:49).
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