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Curriculum, Philosophy, and Practice 
To understand our curriculum, philosophy, and practice you must understand our mission and distinctives. 

����������	�
The GATEWAY Theological Institute exists to provide a “gateway” to credentialing and ministry within the larger EFCA 
movement. 
 
GATEWAY offers language-specific, practical, and accessible theological training for pastors, equipping them for effective 
ministry in their current contexts. GATEWAY is designed for leaders who have a need for theological and pastoral training but 
lack the time and resources to access traditional seminary education. 
 

����
����	���
���

Language-Specific 
For many of our ethnic ministers, language is a significant barrier to licensing and ordination. GATEWAY will begin with 
classes in English and Spanish, adding other languages as needed. 
 

Credible  
The theological training is focused on the EFCA doctrinal statement for  
licensing and ordination. The trainers (facilitators) will be EFCA-credentialed,  
seminary-trained pastors within our movement. 
 

Accessible 
Classes will be offered where there is a sufficient cluster  
of students and where there is a pastor to serve as a facilitator. 
 

Practical 
GATEWAY will offer practical pastoral training. The curriculum will include  
preparation for credentialing, leadership development, family ministry, and discipleship. 
 

Character Development 
GATEWAY will challenge its students to not only grow in knowledge but also grow as godly leaders in purity, integrity and 
obedience to the Lord. For many of our pastors there are few peers in their churches who are able to call them to higher and 
holy living since they are usually the most mature men in their congregations. 
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Life-Long Learning 
One of GATEWAY’s core values is life-long learning. GATEWAY seeks to instill a passion and value for learning throughout 
all stages of life. 
 

Shared Resources 
GATEWAY will develop partnerships with local churches to host the courses. We are seeking several large churches that will 
serve as champions for hosting and resourcing the training. 
 

Kingdom-Minded 
While GATEWAY is an EFCA ministry, we also desire to be a blessing to the broader evangelical community. Where we can, 
both doctrinally and practically, we will develop strategic partnerships with ministries that share our mission of developing 
ethnic leaders. 
 

Develop Learning Communities 
While most of our students have not had the benefit of formal education we want to foster the value of communal learning 
opportunities.  What one man missed another man may have grasped.  This is a skill in formal education that must be valued in 
order for leaders to learn from each other. 

��������������������	�����������������������������
We fully understand that there are many training materials already created for preparation of pastors. It is not 
our attempt to recreate the wheel so where we can we will use already developed material that accomplishes the 
above objectives. 
There are seven grids that all material must pass through in order to be useful. 
�  It must be narrow relative to our doctrinal statement and ethos at the licensing level but broader at the 

ordination level.  
�  It must be English and Spanish yoked.  By that we mean that any material that is selected must be 

bilingual to allow for the possibility of having classes taught bilingually. 
�  It must be scalable.  It must be able to engage students at a pre-collegiate level and yet reaching to higher 

critical thinking and writing levels. 
�  It must be portable.  In other words we must be able to take the training to the pastors who cannot 

disengage from their congregations. 
�  It must be able to be taught by EFCA ministers.  We will not be coy in saying that we want our leaders to 

know from the start that we love, believe and expect that they have an inclination to the Evangelical Free 
Church.  While we are kingdom minded, that does not mean that we stand for nothing.  We welcome participation in 
our training by other students but we are clear where we are coming from and where we are going. 

�  It must be affordable. Probably no more need be said. 
�  It must not be technologically challenging.  Many of our ministers may not have high end computers or 

broadband access.  
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The objectives for the first year of Gateway are three fold:   

�  For the student to begin the habit of skillful study in order to grow in knowledge and character. 
�  For the student to be able to fulfill the requirements in order to be licensed in the EFCA. 
�  For the student to become a full fledged member in the Ministerial Association. 

Because of our mission, distinctives and values there is very little need to look for curriculum outside of our 
tradition for the first year.  BOMS has established the requirement of knowing, reading and writing. Please see 
Appendix I.  The assignments will be divided into twelve assignments.   

��������

�  Each class will be dedicated to one of the 12 points of the EFCA Statement of Faith. 
�  Reading the prescribed chapters in Grudem. 
�  Reading the prescribed reading in Olson. 
�  Reading the Material. 

	
����
���

�  The Student must come to class having answered the questions in the lesson packet. 

��������

�  The student must come to class with a two page paper on the doctrinal point under review.  The 
writing is accepted in English or Spanish.  This must be done BEFORE the class.  

�  One week after the class the student must rewrite his paper considering the input from the class 
discussion and facilitator presentations.  Without this rewrite the student will not be able to come to 
the next class. At the end of the year all of these papers will be compiled and used as the substance 
for the student’s licensing paper. 

����������
���
��

�  The student will participate in the discussion over the readings, questions and the other student’s 
writings on the doctrinal position. 

������������������

�  Depending on the district BOMS it might be possible for the last class of the year to constitute the 
licensing hearing. 
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As we said, we are only using material that is yoked in English and Spanish.  This is not a limiting factor 
since so much is being written in Spanish.  However in the expectation that someday classes may be 
bilingual or have a facilitator who only speaks English; we wanted everyone to be able to look at material 
that is keyed together so that everyone knows where everyone is on the same page. 

An example of that language yoking is the theology book that we have selected:  Wayne Grudem, “Bible 
Doctrine: Essential Teachings of the Christian Faith.”  It is in English and Spanish and essentially looks the 
same. 

����������	
���

�  Bible Doctrine: Essential Teachings of the Christian Faith by Wayne Grudem . 
�  The Leadership Baton: An Intentional Strategy for Developing Leaders in Your Church by Rowland 

Forman, Jeff Jones, and Bruce Miller 
�  This We Believe & Welcome to the Family 
�  There will be a lesson handout that will include questions and extra articles for further study. It is in 

English and Spanish. 
�  The books and lesson handouts are in addition to the tuition costs. 


����
�	��������������
��
�  Meeting Schedule – There may be some variation of frequency and duration based on students, 

facilitators and facilities.  Some scenarios may allow for meeting monthly or quarterly.  Whatever 
the schedule, it must be submitted and approved before the classes start to the Assistant Director of 
GATEWAY (ADG). 

�  All reading MUST be done before coming to class or there will not be admittance.  
�  All questions must be answered or there will be no admittance. 
�  Attendance MUST be kept by the facilitator or the person he appoints.  It will be collected and sent 

to the GATEWAY Administrative Assistant. 
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�  Facilitators must be licensed and ordained EFCA ministers. 
�  Facilitators must have pastored a church. (Planted preferable) 
�  Facilitators must be members in good standing with the Ministerial Association. 
�  Facilitators must serve at their own cost. 
�  Facilitators must be certified by the ADG or GATEWAY Director. A facilitator application will be 

provided upon request or on the EFCA/GATEWAY webpage. 
�  It would be preferable for a facilitator to have a M.Div. or higher. 
�  It would be preferable for a facilitator to be bilingual. 
�  Exceptions for the above may be made in temporary situations only by the GATEWAY Director. 

�����
���������
�  There will be a facilitator evaluation at the end of every year. 
�  The facilitator must collect the required assignments, papers, and attendance. 
�  Facilitators will grade the student and that grade and documentation must be sent to the GATEWAY 

Administrative Assistant. 
�  The facilitator must submit attendance and grade reports to the GATEWAY Administrative 

Assistant. 
�  An Attendance Record will be provided to the facilitator by the GATEWAY Administrative 

Assistant. 
�  Schedules for class meetings must be set and approved be the AGD.  Any deviation must be 

forwarded to the AGD and Administrative Assistant before the deviation, at least by email. 

 �	��
�  The cost of the books is in addition to the tuition costs. 
�  The tuition for the class will be $300 per year per person. 
�  The money must be paid BEFORE classes begin.  Credit cards, checks, cash and money orders are 

accepted.  The facilitator or the person he appoints for this job is responsible for collection of all fees 
if the GATEWAY Administrative Assistant isn’t present at the Orientation.   

 �����������
�  At the completion of the course a certificate will be issued and sent to the student. 
�  A report and copy of the certificate will be sent to the DS and regional DBOMS. 
�  Records will be maintained by the AGD and the Administrative Assistant in case there is need for 

future validation. 
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Obviously GATEWAY must have the support of the District Superintendent.  Locations will be coordinated 
with the local DS and the district BOMS whenever possible and will be considered on a case by case basis as 
long at the site has strong DS support. 

�"������������ ����	�����	�� �� �����������������

#�
�����!�		��
�$����
���

����������������
���

�  Article of Faith for the session  
�  Process of Wisdom review 
�  Read together the Article of Faith and Prayer 
�  Collect assigned works 

  

�����
������
�
���
���

�  Emphasize the importance of the Article of Faith and open to initial questions, or 
�  Connect a ministerial experience with the main topic, or 
�  Present a practical case where the application of the Article of Faith was relevant  

 

�����
���
�������

�  Review the information of “Biblical Doctrine” text relevant to the Article of Faith 
�  Review the content of  GATEWAY handbook related with the Article of Faith  
�  Follow the questions in the assignment as a guide to review the reading material 

  

��

�����������
����

�  Reaffirm the concepts and principles reviewed during the teaching time 
�  Have the group share among themselves the answers to the assigned questions 
�  Discuss applications of the Article of Faith to ministerial practice 

�
���
��
���

�  Review the syllabus and the new assignments 
�  Assign deadline dates for rewritten papers to be turned in 
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�  Remind students of the date for the next class, make changes if necessary 
�  Finish in prayer 

�
����	�����	�����"�����������#�$�����	�%��	�

!�		��
����
��

���
���������������������
���

 
1. Have the goals for the session in mind 
 

As a result of participating in the session, each student should be able to: 
 
a. Articulate the central theological themes of each EFCA Article of Faith, discussing their initial 

written responses in their homework with the facilitator and other participants.  

b. Draw up their own action plan as to how they will obey God and implement what they have 
learned.  Each participant will write their final draft of the doctrinal point. 

 

2. Review the syllabus carefully, establishing the sequence of themes corresponding to each Article of 
Faith, selected readings, dates of sessions and assigned homework for the students. 

 
3. Study the selected readings from the textbook, handbook and any other pertinent material. The student 

will, if necessary, do an extra investigation from other sources to affirm the theological concepts 
contained in the questionnaires given to the students as assignments. 

 
4. Have in mind that the course evaluation includes student attendance and written initial drafts for each 

Article of Faith. In addition the student will present, discuss, defend, rewrite necessary portions of the 
assigned paper and submit it to the facilitator (see the Appendix III with the theological, doctrinal and 
ministerial questions approved by BOMS as basis for the credentialing paper.)  

 

5. Be familiar with the “Process of Wisdom”, the six-step method base of the GATEWAY handbook seeking to 
offer knowledge and develop wisdom. (See the Appendix II, and “The Leadership Baton”, Forman; 2004, 74-82, 
193-199).  
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6. Find points of connection and application for each Article of Faith and theological content with the 
cultural context where the students can develop in their own ministerial practice.    

7. Write down any observation, suggestion or correction to the process, materials and session plan that you 
would like to share with other facilitators and GATEWAY staff.  

 

�����������������
������
�
���
���

 
1. Review your own answers to the homework questions for each Article of Faith. Choose one or two of 

those questions to open your presentation and discussion of the Article of Faith.  
 

2. Review with the students the six-step of the “Process of Wisdom” in order for them to share their 
experiences and results from following this learning methodology.   

 
3. Determine the way you will emphasize the importance of the theme and make it interesting for the class. 

You can start with a relevant question that you or the students formulate in preparation for the session; 
you can emphasize how important it is to articulate the theological theme for the session as it applies to 
everyday ministry life; or base the session theme on a present practical case that demonstrates where to 
apply the topic of the class to solve a problem or that would contribute to the advance of the ministry.  

�����������������
���
������

 
1. Prepare your lesson plan taking in consideration the questionnaire assigned to the students.    Remember 

the goal for the session is to help the student articulate the central theological themes of each EFCA 
Article of Faith, discussing their initial written responses with the class.  

 
2. Discuss the session theme helping students to affirm, expand and correct what they wrote from their 

own reading, reflection and articulation of their first draft.  
 

3. Allow the sufficient time for your presentation in order to develop the topic well.  Some articles of faith 
require more reading, investigation and written questions. Discuss each article of faith in the order 
presented in the GATEWAY handbook.  

 
4. Present the material from the reading texts and written material in the most didactic (instructive) form. 

The goal of the facilitator is to analyze, summarize and discuss the concepts and implications of the 
study materials helping student to articulate and affirm their own conclusion during their learning 
process.  
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5. Adapt your teaching presentation taking into consideration the academic level and cultural background 
of the students.   

 

�

�
������������

�����������
���

 
1. Stimulate the group interaction by asking the students to expresses pertinent questions related to the 

Article of Faith studied in the session.    
 

2. Facilitate the students to share their written answers in their assigned questionnaires. Divide the class 
into small groups so that all will have the opportunity to contribute to the theme discussion. 

 
3. Stimulate the students to discuss the practical applications of the theme to their ministerial or ecclesial 

context.  
 

4. Identify the students who need to be individually reaffirmed in their biblical or theological concepts, in 
their learning process, or in the application of the subject studied.   

�������������
���
��
��

 
1. Conclude the session at the predetermined time. 

 
2. Set the dates for students to submit the final drafts of their papers. 

 
3. Review the calendar for the next sessions, reading requirements, and new homework assignments with 

the students before leaving.  
 

4. Finish in prayer. 
 

 

APPENDIX  I 
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Instructor   E-mail  

Phone  Office 
Hours 

 

Location    

 

���� �
Bible Doctrine: Essential Teaching of the Christian Faith, Wayne Grudem 
This We Believe, Arnold T. Olson 
The Leadership Baton, Rowland Foreman, Jeff Jones, Bruce Miller  
GATEWAY Lesson Book 

���������
� �
EFCA 12 Points of Doctrine + Issues 

�
��� �
Study & understand the EFCA 12 Points of Doctrine + Issues 
Be able to write, present, discuss/debate and rewrite each of the 12 Points of Doctrine 
Be prepared to write and present licensing paper (for those interested in pursuing licensing) 

��!
���"���� �
Attend & participate in each session 
Write an initial draft of the licensing paper 
Present, discuss, defend, rewrite necessary portions of the paper & submit to the facilitator 

#$��
���
���������� �
Comprehension & management of the material 
Attendance 
Classroom participation 
Skill level of the doctrinal presentation & defense in the paper 
Fulfillment of collateral reading & production of assigned theological topic papers 
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Course Schedule 
Class/Date  Topic  Required Reading  Assignment  

1st Trimester    
 

 

1.   

Date__________ 

Article #1 Bible 
(Bibliology) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Introduction 

Grudem Ch. 1,2,3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Baton in Your Hand 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 1 
�  General revelation 
�  Special revelation 
�  Inspiration 
�  Illumination 
�  Inerrancy 
�  Infallibility 
�  The development of the Canon 
�  Your hermeneutical method 
�  Inerrancy’s impact on your life and ministry 
See questions Appendix III 

2.   
 
Date__________ 

Article #2 Trinity 
(Theology Proper) 
 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 1 

Grudem Ch. 4,5,6,7 
 
 
 
 
 
“A Culture Where Growing 
Leaders Thrive” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 2 
�  The attributes of God (delineate as communicable or 
incommunicable) 
�  The Trinity (persons, roles, significance vis a vis other 
doctrines and life) 
�  Creation 
�  The problem of evil 
�  Modalism 
�  Open Theism 
See questions Appendix III 

3.   

Date__________ 

Article #3Jesus 
(Christology) 

 

 

 

 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 2 

Grudem Ch. 14,15,16 

 

 

 

 

“An Emerging Movement” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 3 
�  Virgin birth 
�  Hypostatic union/two natures 
�  Kenosis 
�  Duty 
�  Attributes 
�  Significance of his life 
�  Nature/necessity of his death; what accomplished and for 
whom? 
�  Burial 
�  Resurrection 
�  Ascension and session 
�  High priestly role 
See questions Appendix III 

4.   

Date__________ 

Article #4 Holy Spirit 
(Pneumatology) 
 
 
 
*Spiritual Gifts 
 
 
 
*Personal Spiritual Life 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 3 

Handout 
 
 
 
 
Grudem Ch. 29,30 
 
Also read Grudem 8-10 
 
 
 
“Designing a Leadership 
Development Strategy” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal statement 4  
�  Nature 
�  Personhood 
�  Role/Work 
�  Attributes 
�  Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
�  Regeneration 
�  Indwelling 
�  Filling 
�  Sealing 
See questions Appendix III 
Write 1 page of your personal view of Spiritual Gifts 
�  Spiritual/charismatic/sign gifts (include explanation, 
purpose, how you minister alongside those with 
contrary views) 
Write 1 page of your own Personal Growth 
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2nd Trimester  
 

Topic  
 

Required Reading  
 

Assignment  
 

 5.  
 
Date__________ 

Article #5 Man 
(Anthropology) 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 4 

Grudem Ch. 11,12,13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Courses: A Wisdom Based 
Learning Process” 

Write 2 pages of your view per doctrinal 
statement 5 
�  Man’s purpose 
�  Man’s nature 
�  Image of God 
�  The fall/its effects 
�  Sin 
�  Depravity: definition and extent 
 
See questions Appendix III 

6.   
 
Date__________ 

Article #6 Salvation 
(Soteriology) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 5 
 

Grudem Ch. 
17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Community: A Relational 
Learning Process” 

Write 3 pages of your views of Salvation per 
doctrinal statement 6 
�  The Gospel 
�  Redemption 
�  Regeneration 
�  Atonement 
�  Propitiation 
�  Justification 
�  Repentance 
�  Election 
�  Faith 
�  Grace 
�  Sanctification 
�  Glorification 
�  Righteousness 
�  Perseverance 
�  Eternal destiny of the unevangelized 
 
See questions Appendix III 

7.   
 
Date__________ 

Article #7 Ordinances 
(Ecclesiology, Part 2) 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 7 
 

Grudem Ch. 27 & 28 
 
 
 
 
 
“Getting Started” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 7 
�  Definition of Ordinance 
�  Role of ordinances in the  
      life of the church 
�  Baptism 
�  The Lord’s Supper 
See questions Appendix III 
 

8.   
 
Date__________ 

Article #8 The Church 
(Ecclesiology, Part 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 6 
 
 
 
 

Grudem  Ch. 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Mentoring: A Personal 
Learning Process” 
 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 8. 
�  Definition 
�  Universal Church 
�  Local Church 
�  Church Government 
�  Congregationalism 
�  Leadership 
�  Discipline 
 
See questions Appendix III 
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3rd Trimester  Topic  
 

Required Reading  
 

Assignment  
 

9.   

Date__________ 

Article #9 
Membership 
(Ecclesiology, Part 3) 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 8 

Material from Handouts 
 
Read Ch. 16 of “This We 
Believe” by A. T. Olson 
 
“Equipping Your Governing 
Board” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 9 
�  Membership 
 
See questions Appendix III 
 

10.   

Date__________ 

Article #10 
Jesus Head of Church 
(Ecclesiology Part 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Church Polity 
 
 
 
*Divorce 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 9 

Material from handouts 
Olson “What it Means to be 
Free”, Calvin Hanson 
“Search for Identity”, Arnold T. 
Olson 
“Stumbling Toward Maturity”, 
Arnold T. Olson 
“This We Believe”, Arnold T. 
Olson 
Material from handouts 
 
 
 
Material from Handouts 
 
“Equipping Your Emerging 
Leaders” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 10 
 
See questions Appendix III 
 
 
 
 
 
Write 1 page of your personal view of Church  
Polity 
 
 

Write 1 page of your personal view of Divorce 

11. 
 
Date__________ 

Article #11 Premillenialism 
(Eschatology, Part 1) 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 10 

Grudem Ch. 31,32,33,34 
 
 
 
 
“Equipping Your Ministry 
Staff” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 11 
�  Personal return of Christ 
�  Premillenialism/contrast with other views 
�  Rapture 
�  Imminence 
�  Tribulation 
See questions Appendix III 

12.  
 
Date__________ 

Article #12 Resurrection 
(Eschatology,  Part 2) 
 
 
 
“The Leadership Baton” 
Chapter 11 & Epilogue 

Grudem Ch. 25  
 
 
 
 
“Equipping Your Interns” 

Write 2 pages of your views per doctrinal 
statement 12 
�  Resurrection 
�  Judgments 
�  Heaven 
�  Hell 
�  Significance of eschatology 
See questions Appendix III 

13.  
Date__________ 

Ministerial and Ethical 
Issues 

Handouts Write 2 pages of your biblical views 
See questions Appendix III 

Come to each class having already read all the assigned material and have papers written.  Be 
prepared to present and discuss your paper.  After class you will have one month to rewrite and 

resubmit all papers before credit for class is given. 
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APPENDIX II 

Course participants study and interact with course materials their own setting. Participants also fulfill practical 
assignments in their church. Participants then come together for sessions to discuss what they have learned for that lesson, 
share about difficulties, encourage one another, refine their thinking and develop an action plan—all under the careful 
guidance of the course facilitator. Four special emphases make GATEWAY an effective and practical training 
opportunity. 

I. GATEWAY is a national ministry of the EFCA which works in cooperation with the Regional EFCA District.  
The objective is to help pastors and church leaders to be able to glorify God by multiplying healthy churches among 
all people.  

II.  It includes the head, the heart and the hand. GATEWAY seeks to emphasize not only knowledge (head) but also 
character development (heart) and ministry skills (hand). Some courses slant more heavily to skills; others to heart, 
etc. but GATEWAY seeks to emphasize all three areas in all of its courses and programs. 

III.  It includes training for course leaders. The ministry of the facilitator is critical to the progress and success of the 
course. Facilitators also need training and GATEWAY has a special focus on training facilitators.  

IV.  It follows a six-step lesson method. In seeking to offer knowledge and develop wisdom, many of the GATEWAY 
courses use the following six-step method for each lesson (The Leadership Baton, Forman; 2004, 74-82, 193-199).  

1. Grasp the issue. Questions, provocative thoughts and sound bites help course participants to identify and focus on the 
main issue and theme of the lesson. Example: Our Western society (Europe and North America) emphasizes self-
indulgence and immediate gratification. Given this societal emphasis, why would anyone want to abstain from eating, 
even for a short period of time? 

2. Study the scripture. Participants then read and interact with key Bible passages dealing with the main issue of the 
lesson.  

3. Consult other sources. Other biblically-oriented literature is also offered to help the student understand and deal with 
the main issue. (Grudem, Olson, etc.) 

4. Form your response. Participants then form their initial response to the main issue as they interact with the Bible 
texts, literature, questions and assignments dealing with head, heart and hand. Example: Based on what I have learned 
up to now, I believe … 

5. Discuss the issue. Participants then meet as a group and under the direction of the course facilitator discuss their 
initial responses as well as other aspects of a biblical response to the issue. One goal of this discussion time is to 
challenge the participants to articulate and share their initial responses with the other course members in order to 
promote personal “ownership” of the response and to make any necessary revisions and/or additions.  
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6. Take steps to obey.  At the end of each lesson the participants draw up their own action plan as to how they will obey 
God and implement what they have learned.  Example: each participant will write their final draft of the doctrinal 
point and facilitate “Welcome to the Family”. 

APPENDIX  III 
 
The questionnaire guide for each session that corresponds to each Article of Faith is enlisted as follows: 
 
I. Bibliology 
1. Do you believe in scriptural inerrancy, and what do you mean by the use of that word? How does it impact your        
teaching and preaching? 
2. What do you understand the terms “verbally inspired” and “infallible” to mean? 
3. What is your view of creation? How do you relate that view to your viewpoint regarding inerrancy? 
4. What is the difference between revelation, inspiration and illumination? 
5. How do you explain the expression: “final authority for faith and practice”? 
6. How do we determine which books really make up the canon? 
 
II. Theology Proper 
7. Give your understanding of the term Trinity. 
8. Give your understanding and extent of “infinitely perfect.” 
 
III. Christology 
9. How do you understand the expression “true God and true Man” as applied to Christ? 
10. State your concept of the atonement. 

For whom did Christ die? 
What difference does His death make? 
Why was it necessary? 

11. What is the nature of Christ’s resurrection and importance of the resurrection? 
 
IV Pneumatology 
12. When we refer to the Holy Spirit as the “third person of the Godhead,” what does it mean? 
13. What is the role of the Holy Spirit today? 

(1) in the church; 
(2) in the individual; 
(3) in the world? 

14. Describe the differences between: 
(1) filling of the Spirit; 
(2) the baptism of the Spirit; 
(3) the anointing of the Spirit; 
(4) indwelling of the Spirit. 

15.What is the place of spiritual gifts in the church? 
(1) What was the purpose of them in the New Testament? 
(2) How does God fulfill that purpose today? 
(3) How would you understand and teach concerning the so called “sign gifts”? 
On what biblical basis? 
What would you do if someone began to speak in tongues in your church? 
On what biblical basis? (If there is valid reason, you may ask candidate to sign the EFCA paper on “Sign Gifts.”) 



 

  8/21/2008 

16

 
V. Anthropology. 
16. Give your understanding of the following: 

(1) Man was created in the image of God. 
(2) Man has a sinful nature. 
(3) Man is eternally lost. 
(4) Are all the heathen lost? 

 
VI. Soteriology 
17. Define the phrase, “Salvation by grace through faith.” 
18. Define repentance. 
19. Define justification. 
20. Define sanctification. 
 
VII. Ecclesiology: Ordinances  
21. What does it mean to “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?” 
22. Give us your views on baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

(1) How do you respond to someone who says you must be baptized to be saved? 
(2) How do you respond to Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38,1 Peter 3:21? 

 
VIII. Ecclesiology: The Church  
23. What is the relationship between the local church and the universal church? 
24. What are the types of church government and which do you espouse? 
25. How is the church to function as a body of believers? 
 
IX, X Ecclesiology: Membership and Government  
26. Can you support a congregational form of church government? 

(1) Scriptural support? 
(2) How does this relate to your elder/deacon board? 
(3) What decisions should the congregation make? 

27. What is the basis for membership in the local church? 
28. What are the requirements for membership? 
 
XI Eschatology: Premillenialism  
29. Where are the unbelieving dead at present? 
30. What is the eternal state of the unbelieving dead? 
31. Where are the believing dead at present? 
32. Define the following: (1) Hades (Sheol); (2) Gehenna. 
33. Briefly outline your eschatological views; define immanency. 
34. What are the main biblical passages upon which you base your eschatological views? 
35. What is the role of the Old Testament for the church today? 
36. How do you relate the Old Testament concept of law to the New Testament concept of grace? 
 
XII Eschatology: Resurrection 
37. What is the destiny of the heathen who never hear about Jesus and salvation? 
38. How were people saved during Old Testament times? Job? 
39. Can a genuinely saved person lose/reject his salvation? 

(1) If salvation can be lost, on what grounds can it be lost? 
(2) How do you deal with Hebrews 6:1-6? 10:26-3 1? 
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(3) How do you deal with Matthew 24:13? 
 
Ministerial and Ethical Questions 
40. What is your view regarding divorce and remarriage? On what biblical grounds? 
41. What is your view regarding the role of women in the church? On what biblical grounds? 
42. What is your view regarding homosexuality? On what biblical grounds? 
43. What is your view regarding abortion? On what biblical grounds? 
44. What is your view regarding social drinking? On what biblical grounds? 
45. In what ways does spiritual warfare affect the lives of the people in your church? What should we do to protect  

ourselves? 
46. If some day you find yourself in conflict with the board and/or congregation over a theological or philosophical 

matter, how would you handle the situation? 
47. Suppose some in your church wanted to break away and start a new church with you as their pastor. How would you 

handle the situation? 
48. What precautions do you take when you counsel a woman? 
49. What are some of the ethical standards that you are committed to as a pastor? 
50. React to this statement: A pastor can do just as much harm to a church by erring ethically as he can by erring 

morally or doctrinally. 
51. How would you describe your attention to your personal financial matters? What is your attitude on the use of 

credit cards? 
52.What are some of the things that you do to consciously strengthen your relationship with your wife and to your 

children? 
53. Have you ever thought through some of the possible ramifications of sexual immorality on your part? If so, what 

would some of those ramifications be? 
54. Is there anything in your life today which would preclude our granting affirmation for your ordination? 


