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Chapter Outlines 

Chapter One – Introduction to Systematic Theology 

 

A.  Definition of Systematic Theology 

1. Relationship to other disciples. 

17 

2. Application to life. 

3. Systematic theology and disorganized theology. 

19 

4. What are doctrines? 20 

5. Major and minor doctrines. 

B. Initial Assumptions 

21 

C. Why Should Christians Study Theology? 

1. The basic reason. 

22 

2. The benefits to our lives. 

D. How Should Christians Study Systematic Theology? 

23 

1. We should study systematic theology with prayer. 

2. We should study systematic theology with humility. 

3. We should study systematic theology with reason. 

24 

4. We should study systematic theology with help from others. 25 

5. We should study systematic theology by collecting and 

understanding all the relevant passages of Scripture on any topic. 

26 

6. We should study systematic theology with rejoicing and praise. 27 

 

Part I: The Doctrine of the Word of God 
 

Chapter Two – The Authority and Inerrancy of the Bible 

 

A. All the Words in Scripture Are God’s Words 

1. This is what the Bible claims for itself. 

33 

2. We are convinced of the Bible’s claims to be God’s words as we 

read the Bible. 

36 

3. Other evidence is useful but not finally convincing. 

4. The words of Scripture are self-attesting. 

5. Objection: This is a circular argument. 

37 

6. This does not imply dictation from God as the sole means of 

communication. 

38 

B. Therefore, to Disbelieve or Disobey Any Word of Scripture Is to Disbelieve 

or Disobey God 

39 

C. The Truthfulness of Scripture 

1. God cannot lie or speak falsely. 

2. Therefore, all the words in Scripture are completely true and 

without error in any part. 

40 

3. God’s words are the ultimate standard of truth. 

4. Might some new fact eve contradict the Bible? 

41 

D. The Inerrancy of Scripture 

1. The meaning of inerrancy. 

a. The Bible can be inerrant and still speak in the ordinary 

language of everyday speech. 

42 
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b. The Bible can be inerrant and still include loose or free 

quotations. 

c. It is consistent with inerrancy to have unusual or uncommon 

grammatical constructions in the Bible. 

2. Some current challenges to inerrancy. 

a. The Bible is only authoritative for “faith and practice.” 

43 

b. The term inerrancy is a poor term. 44 

c. We have no inerrant manuscripts; therefore, talk about an 

inerrant Bible is misleading. 

d. The biblical writers “accommodated” their messages in 

minor details to the false ideas current in their day and 

affirmed or taught those ideas in an incidental way. 

45 

e. There are some clear errors in the Bible. 46 

3. Problems with denying inerrancy. 

a. If we deny inerrancy a serious moral problem confronts us; 

May we imitate God and intentionally lie in small matters 

also? 

b. Second, if inerrancy is denied, we begin to wonder if we can 

really trust God in anything he says. 

c. Third, if we deny inerrancy we essentially make our own 

human minds a higher standard of truth than God’s Word 

itself. 

d. Forth, if we deny inerrancy, we must also say that the Bible 

is wrong not only in minor details but in some of its 

doctrines as well. 

E. Written Scripture Is Our Final Authority 

47 

 

Chapter 3 – The Clarity, Necessity, and Sufficiency of the Bible 

 

A. The Clarity of Scripture 

1. The Bible Frequently affirms its own clarity. 

50 

2. The moral and spiritual qualities need for right understanding. 51 

3. Definition of the clarity of Scripture. 

4. Why do people misunderstand Scripture? 

52 

5. Practical encouragement from this doctrine. 

6. The role of scholars. 

53 

B. The Necessity of Scripture 

1. The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the gospel. 

54 

2. The Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual life. 

3. The Bible is necessary for certain knowledge of God’s will. 

55 

4. But the Bible is not necessary for knowing that God exists or for 

knowing something about God’s character and moral laws. 

a. General revelation and special revelation. 

56 

b. Special revelation necessary for salvation. 

C. The Sufficiency of Scripture 

58 

1. We can find all that God has said on particular topics, and we can 59 
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find answers to our questions. 

2. The amount of Scripture given was sufficient at each stage of 

redemptive history. 

3. Practical applications of the sufficiency of Scripture. 

a. An encouragement to search the Bible for answers. 

b. A warning not to add to Scripture. 

c. A warning not to count any other guidance from God equal 

to Scripture. 

60 

d. A warning not to add more sins or requirements to those 

named in Scripture. 

e. An encouragement to be content with Scripture. 

61 

 

Part II: The Doctrine of God 
 

Chapter Four – The Character of God: “Incommunicable” Attributes 

 

A. The Existence of God 

1. Humanity’s inner sense of God. 

67 

2. Believing the evidence in Scripture and nature. 68 

B. The Knowability of God 

1. We can never fully understand God. 

2. Yet we can know God truly. 

69 

C. Introduction to the Study of God’s Character: God’s Attributes 70 

D. The Incommunicable Attributes of God 

1. Independence 

71 

2. Unchangeableness 

a. Evidence in Scripture 

73 

b. Does God sometimes change his mind? 

c. The question of God’s impassibility. 

74 

d. God is both infinite and personal. 

e. The importance of God’s unchangeableness. 

75 

3. Eternity 

a. God is timeless in his own being. 

b. God sees all time equally vividly. 

76 

c. God sees events in time and acts in time. 

4. Omnipresence 

a. God is present everywhere. 

78 

b. God does not have spatial dimensions. 

c. God can be present to punish, to sustain, or to bless. 

79 

5. Unity 81 

 

Chapter Five – The “Communicable” Attributes of God 

 

A. Attributes Describing God’s Being 

1. Spirituality. 

86 

2. Invisibility. 87 
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B. Mental Attributes 

3. Knowledge (Omniscience). 

4. Wisdom. 

88 

5. Truthfulness (including Faithfulness). 89 

C. Moral Attributes 

6. Goodness. 

90 

7. Love. 91 

8. Holiness 92 

9. Righteousness (or Justice) 93 

10. Jealousy. 

11. Wrath 

94 

D. Attributes of Purpose 

12. Will. 

1. God’s will in general. 

95 

2. Distinctions in aspects of God’s will. 96 

13. Omnipotence (or Power, including Sovereignty). 98 

E. “Summary” Attributes 

14. Perfection. 

15. Blessedness. 

99 

16. Beauty. 100 

 

Chapter Six – The Trinity 

 

A. The Doctrine of the Trinity Is Progressively Revealed in Scripture 

1. Partial revelation in the Old Testament 

104 

2. More complete revelation of the Trinity in the New Testament. 105 

B. Three Statements Summarized the Biblical Teaching 

1. God is three persons. 

106 

2. Each person is fully God. 108 

3. There is one God. 

4. All analogies have shortcomings. 

110 

5. Simplistic solutions must all deny one strand of biblical teaching. 111 

C. Errors Have Come by Denying Any of the Three Statements Summarizing 

the Biblical Teaching 

1. Modalism claims that there is one person who appears to us in three 

different forms (or “modes”). 

112 

2. Arianism denies the full deity of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 113 

3. Tritheism denies that there is only one God. 114 

4. The importance of the doctrine of the Trinity. 

D. What Are the Distinctions Between the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit? 

1. The persons of the Trinity have different primary functions in 

relating to the world. 

115 

2. The persons of the Trinity eternally existed as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 

116 

3. What is the relationship between the three persons and being of 118 
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God? 

4. Can we understand the doctrine of the Trinity? 

E. Application 

119 

 

Chapter Seven – Creation 

 

A. God Created the Universe Out of Nothing 

A. Biblical evidence for creation out of nothing. 

124 

B. The direct creation of Adam and Eve. 125 

C. The work of the Son and the Holy Spirit in creation. 

B. Creation Is Distinct from God Yet Always Dependent on God 

126 

C. God Created the Universe to Show His Glory 130 

D. The Universe God Created Was “Very Good” 131 

E. The Relationship Between Scripture and the Findings of Modern Science 

1. When all the facts are rightly understood, there will be “no final 

conflict” between Scripture and natural science. 

132 

2. Some theories about creation seem clearly inconsistent with the 

teachings of Scripture. 

a. Secular theories. 

b. Theistic evolution. 

133 

c. Notes on the Darwinian theory of evolution. 

(1) Current challenges to evolution. 

136 

(2) The destructive influences of evolutionary theory in 

modern thought. 

137 

3. The age of the earth. 138 

F. Application 139 

 

Chapter Eight – God’s Providence 

 

A. Preservation 

B. Concurrence 

143 

1. Inanimate creation. 

2. Animals. 

3. Seemingly “random” or “chance” events. 

144 

4. Events fully caused by God and fully caused by the creature as 

well. 

5. The affairs of nations. 

6. All aspects of our lives. 

145 

7. What about evil? 147 

8. Analysis of verses relating to God and evil. 

a. God uses all things to fulfill his purposes and even uses evil 

for his glory and for our good. 

b. Nevertheless, god never does evil and is never to be blamed 

for evil. 

149 

c. God rightfully blames and judges moral creatures for the 

evil they do. 

150 
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d. Evil is real, not an illusion, and we should never do evil, for 

it will always harm us and others. 

e. In spite of all of the foregoing statements, we have to come 

to the point were we confess that we do not understand how 

it is that God can ordain that we carry out evil deeds and yet 

hold us accountable for them and not be blamed himself. 

9. Are we “free”?  Do we have “free will”? 

C. Government 

151 

D. The Importance of Our Human Actions 

1. We are still responsible for our actions. 

2. Our actions have real results and do change the course of events. 

3. Prayer is one specific kind of action that has definite results and 

that does change the course of events. 

4. In conclusion, we must act! 

152 

5. What if we cannot understand this doctrine fully? 

E. Another Evangelical View: The Arminian Position 

153 

F. Response to the Arminian Position 

1. Are these Scripture passages unusual examples, or do they describe 

the way God ordinarily works? 

2. Does the Calvinistic doctrine of God’s providence make God 

responsible for sin? 

3. Can choices ordained by God be real choices? 

4. Does a Calvinistic view of providence encourage a dangerous 

fatalism? 

5. Additional objections to the Arminian Position. 

154 

a. On an Arminian view, how can God know the future? 

b. On an Arminian view, how can evil exist if God did not 

want it? 

c. On an Arminian view, how can we know that God will 

triumph over evil? 

d. The difference in the unanswered questions. 

155 

 

Chapter Nine – Prayer 
 

A. Why Does God Want Us to Pray? 158 

B. The Effectiveness of Prayer 

1. Prayer often changes the way God acts. 

2. Effective prayer is made possible by our mediator, Jesus Christ. 

159 

3. What is praying “in Jesus’ name”? 160 

4. Should we pray to Jesus and to the Holy Spirit? 161 

C. Some Important Considerations in Effective Prayer 

1. Praying according to God’s will. 

162 

2. Praying with friends. 163 

3. Obedience. 

4. Confession of sins. 

164 

5. Forgiving others. 165 
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6. Humility. 

7. What about unanswered prayer? 

D. Praise and Thanksgiving 

166 

 

Chapter Ten – Angels, Satan, and Demons 

 

A. What Are Angels? 

1. Created spiritual beings. 

2. Other names for angels. 

168 

3. Other kinds of beings. 

a. The “cherubim.” 

b. The “seraphim.” 

c. The living creatures. 

4. Rank and order among angels. 

5. Do people have individual guardian angels? 

169 

6. The power of angels. 

B. The Place of Angels in God’s Purpose 

1. Angels show the greatness of God’s love and plan for us. 

170 

2. Angels remind us that the unseen world is real. 

3. Angels are examples for us. 

4. Angels carry out some of God’s plan. 

171 

5. Angels directly glorify God. 

C. Our Relationship to Angels 

1. We should be aware of angels in our daily lives. 

172 

2. Cautious regarding our relationship to angels. 

a. Beware of receiving false doctrine from angels 

173 

b. Do not worship angels, pray to them, or seek them. 

D. Demons and Their Origin 

174 

E. Satan as Head of the Demons 175 

F. The Activity of Satan and Demons 

1. Satan was the originator of sin. 

2. Demons oppose and try to destroy every work of God. 

3. Demons are limited by God’s control and have limited power. 

176 

G. Our Relationship to Demons 

1. Are demons active in the world today? 

2. Not all evil and sin is from Satan and demons, but some is. 

177 

3. Can a Christian be demon possessed? 179 

4. Jesus gives all believers authority to rebuke demons and command 

them to leave. 

180 

5. We should expect the gospel to come in power to triumph over the 

works of the devil. 

182 
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Part III: The Doctrine of Man 
 

Chapter Eleven – The Creation of Man 

 

A. The Use of the Word Man to Refer to the Human Race 187 

B. Why Was Man Created? 

1. God did not need to create man, yet he created us for his own glory. 

2. What is the purpose in life? 

188 

C. Man in the Image of God 

1. The meaning of “image of God.” 

189 

2. The fall: God’s image is distorted, but not lost. 

3. Redemption in Christ: A progressive recovering of more of God’s 

image. 

190 

4. At Christ’s return: Complete restoration of God’s image. 

5. Specific aspects of our likeness to God. 

a. Moral aspects. 

b. Spiritual aspects. 

c. Mental aspects. 

191 

d. Relational aspects. 

6. Our great dignity as bearers of God’s image. 

192 

D. The Essential Nature of Man 

1. Trichotomy, dichotomy, and monism. 

2. Biblical data. 

193 

3. The benefits of holding to dichotomy with overall unity. 196 

 

Chapter Twelve – Man as Male and Female 

 

A. Personal Relationships 199 

B. Equality in Personhood and Importance 200 

C. Differences in roles 

1. The relationship between the Trinity and male headship in 

marriage. 

202 

2. Indications of distinct roles before the fall. 

a. Adam was created first, then Eve. 

203 

b. Eve was created as a helper for Adam. 

c. Adam named Eve. 

d. God named the human race “man,” not “woman.” 

e. God spoke to Adam first after the fall. 

204 

f. Adam, not Eve, represented the human race. 

g. The curse brought a distortion of previous roles, not the 

introduction of new roles. 

h. Redemption in Christ reaffirms the creation order. 

205 

i. The question of application to the church.  
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Chapter Thirteen – Sin 

 

A. The Definition of Sin 210 

B. The Origin of Sin 211 

C. The Doctrine of Inherited Sin 

1. Inherited guilt: We are counted guilty because of Adam’s sin. 

212 

2. Inherited corruption: We have a sinful nature because of Adam’s 

sin. 

214 

a. In our natures we totally lack spiritual good before God. 215 

b. In our actions we are totally unable to do spiritual good 

before God. 

3. Are infants guilty before they commit actual sins? 

216 

4. How can infants who die be saved? 217 

D. Actual Sins in Our Lives 

1. All people are sinful before God. 

2. Does our ability limit our responsibility? 

218 

3. Are there degrees of sin? 

a. Legal guilt. 

b. Results in life and in relationship with God. 

219 

4. What happens when a Christian sins? 220 

a. Our legal standing before God is unchanged. 

b. Our fellowship with God is disrupted and our Christian life 

is damaged. 

221 

c. The danger of “unconverted evangelicals.” 

5. What is the unpardonable sin? 

222 

E. The Punishment of Sin 224 

 

Part IV: The Doctrine of Christ 
 

Chapter Fourteen – The Person of Christ 

 

A. The Humanity of Christ 

1. Virgin birth. 

229 

a. It shows that salvation ultimately must come from the Lord. 

b. The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and 

full humanity in one person. 

c. The virgin birth also makes possible Christ’s true humanity 

without inherited sin. 

2. Human weakness and limitations. 

a. Jesus had a human body. 

230 

b. Jesus had a human mind. 231 

c. Jesus had a human soul and human emotions. 

3. Sinlessness. 

232 

4. Could Jesus have sinned? 233 

5. Why was Jesus’ full humanity necessary? 

a. For representative obedience. 

235 
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b. To be a substitute sacrifice. 

B. The Deity of Christ 

1. Direct scriptural claims. 

a. The word God (theos) used of Christ. 

236 

b. The word Lord (kyrios) used of Christ. 

c. Other strong claims to deity. 

237 

2. Evidence that Jesus possessed attributes of deity. 

a. Eternity. 

b. Omniscience. 

c. Omnipresence. 

d. Sovereignty. 

e. Worthy to be worshiped. 

239 

3. Did Jesus give up some of his divine attributes while on earth (the 

kenosis theory)? 

240 

4. Conclusion: Christ is fully divine. 

5. Why was Jesus’ deity necessary? 

C. The Incarnation: Deity and Humanity in the One Person of Christ 

1. Three inadequate views of the person of Christ. 

a. Apollinarianism 

241 

b. Nestorianism. 242 

c. Monophysitism (Eutychianism). 

2. The solution to the controversy: The Chalcedonian Definition of 

A.D. 451. 

243 

3. Combining specific biblical texts on Christ’s deity and humanity. 

a. One nature does some things that the other nature does not 

do. 

245 

b. Anything either nature does, the person of Christ does. 

c. Conclusion. 

246 

 

Chapter Fifteen – The Atonement 

 

A. The Cause of the Atonement 248 

B. The Necessity of the Atonement 249 

C. The Nature of the Atonement 

1. Christ’s obedience for us (sometimes called his “active 

obedience”). 

250 

2. Christ’s sufferings for us (sometimes called his “passive 

obedience”). 

a. Suffering for his whole life. 

b. The pain of the cross. 

(1) Physical pain and death. 

251 

(2) The pain of bearing sin. 252 

(3) Abandonment. 253 

(4) Bearing the wrath of God. 254 

c. New Testament terms describing different aspects of the 

atonement. 

255 
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(1) Sacrifice. 

(2) Propitiation. 

(3) Reconciliation. 

(4) Redemption. 

d. Other views of the atonement. 

(1) The ransom to Satan theory. 

(2) The moral influence theory. 

(3) The example theory. 

256 

(4) The governmental theory. 

(5) Did Christ descend into hell? 

257 

 

Chapter Sixteen – Resurrection and Ascension 

 

A. Resurrection 

1. New Testament evidence. 

2. The nature of Christ’s resurrection. 

261 

3. Both the Father and the Son participated in the resurrection. 

4. Doctrinal significance of the resurrection. 

a. Christ’s resurrection insures our regeneration. 

263 

b. Christ’s resurrection insures our justification. 264 

c. Christ’s resurrection insures that we will receive perfect 

resurrection bodies as well. 

5. Ethical significance of the resurrection. 

265 

B. Ascension into Heaven 

1. Christ ascended to a place. 

2. Christ received glory and honor that had not been his before as the 

God-man. 

266 

3. Christ was seated at God’s right hand (Christ’s session). 

4. Christ’s ascension has doctrinal significance for our lives. 

267 

 

Part V: The Doctrine of the Application of Redemption 
 

Chapter Seventeen – Common Grace 

 

A. Introduction and Definition 273 

B. Examples of Common Grace 

1. The physical realm. 

2. The intellectual realm. 

274 

3. The moral realm. 275 

4. The creative realm. 

5. The societal realm. 

6. The religious realm. 

276 

7. Common grace does not save people. 

C. Reasons for Common Grace 

277 

1. To redeem those who will be saved. 

2. To demonstrate God’s goodness and mercy. 

278 
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3. To demonstrate God’s justice. 

4. To demonstrate God’s glory. 

D. Our Response to the Doctrine of Common Grace 

1. Common grace does not mean that those who receive it will be 

saved. 

2. We must be careful not to reject the good things that unbelievers do 

as totally evil. 

3. The doctrine of common grace should stir our hearts to much 

greater thankfulness to God. 

279 

 

Chapter Eighteen – Election 
 

A. Does the New Testament Teach Predestination? 282 

B. How Does the New Testament Present the Teaching of Election 

1. As a comfort. 

2. As a reason to praise God. 

284 

3. As an encouragement to evangelism. 

C. Misunderstandings of the Doctrine of Election 

1. Election is not fatalistic or mechanistic. 

285 

2. Election is not based on God’s foreknowledge of our faith. 

a. Foreknowledge of persons, not facts. 

b. Scripture never speaks of our faith as the reason God chose 

us. 

286 

c. Election based on something good in us (our faith) would be 

the beginning of salvation by merit. 

d. Predestination based on foreknowledge still does not give 

people free choice. 

287 

e. Conclusion: Election is unconditional. 

D. Objections to the Doctrine of Election 

1. Election means that we do not have a choice in whether we accept 

Christ or not. 

2. The doctrine of election means that unbelievers never had a chance 

to believe. 

3. Election is unfair. 

289 

4. The Bible says that God wills to save everyone. 290 

E. The Doctrine of Reprobation 291 

F. Practical Application of the Doctrine of Election 292 

 

Chapter Nineteen – The Gospel Call 

 

A. Effective Calling 295 

B. The Elements of the Gospel Call 

1. Explanation of the facts concerning salvation. 

296 

2. Invitation to respond to Christ personally in repentance and faith. 

3. A promise of forgiveness and eternal life. 

297 

C. The Importance of the Gospel Call 298 
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Chapter Twenty – Regeneration 

 

A. Regeneration Is Totally a Work of God 300 

B. The Exact Nature of Regeneration Is Mysterious to Us 301 

C. In This Sense of “Regeneration,” It Comes Before Saving Faith 302 

D. Genuine Regeneration Must Bring Results in Life 304 

 

Chapter Twenty-One – Conversion (Faith and Repentance) 

 

A. True Saving Faith Includes Knowledge, Approval, and Personal Trust 

1. Knowledge alone is not enough. 

307 

2. Knowledge and approval are not enough. 

3. I must decide to depend on Jesus to save me personally. 

308 

B. Faith and Repentance Must Come Together 309 

C. Both Faith and Repentance Continue Throughout Life 313 

 

Chapter Twenty-Two – Justification and Adoption 

 

A. Justification Includes a Legal Declaration by God 316 

B. God Declares Us to Be Just in His Sight 317 

C. God Can Declare Us to Be Just Because He Imputes Christ’s 

Righteousness to Us 

318 

D. Justification Comes to Us Entirely by God’s Grace, Not  320 

E. God Justifies Us Through Our Faith in Christ 

1. Faith is an instrument to obtain justification, but it has not merit in 

itself. 

2. Why did God choose faith as the instrument for receiving 

justification? 

3. What does James mean by saying we are justified by works? 

321 

4. Practical implications of justification by faith alone. 322 

F. Adoption 323 

 

Chapter Twenty-Three – Sanctification (Growth in Likeness to Christ) 

 

A. Differences Between Justification and Sanctification 

B. Three Stages of Sanctification 

1. Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration. 

326 

2. Sanctification increases throughout life. 327 

3. Sanctification is completed at death (for our souls) and when the 

Lord returns (for our bodies). 

328 

4. Sanctification is never completed in this life. 329 

C. God and Man Cooperate in Sanctification 

1. God’s role in sanctification. 

2. Our role in sanctification. 

331 

D. Sanctification Affects the Whole Person 333 
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E. Motives for Obedience to God in the Christian Life 

F. The Beauty and Joy of Sanctification 334 

 

Chapter Twenty-Four – The Perseverance of the Saints (Remaining a Christian) 

 

A. All Who Are Truly Born Again Will Persevere to the End 336 

B. Only Those Who Persevere to the End Have Been Truly Born Again 338 

C. Those Who Finally Fall Away May Give Many External Signs of 

Conversion 

339 

D. What Can Give a Believer Genuine Assurance? 343 

1. Do I have a present trust in Christ for salvation? 

2. Is there evidence of a regenerating work of the Holy Spirit in my 

heart? 

344 

3. Do I see a long-term pattern of growth in my Christian life? 345 

 

Chapter Twenty-Five – Death, the Intermediate State, and Glorification 

 

A. Death: Why Do Christians Die? 

1. Death is not a punishment for Christians. 

2. Death is the final outcome of living in a fallen world. 

348 

3. God uses the experience of death to complete our sanctification. 349 

4. Our obedience to God is more important than preserving our own 

lives. 

B. How Should We Think of Our Own Death and the Death of Others? 

1. Our own death. 

2. The death of Christian friends and relatives. 

350 

3. The death of unbelievers. 351 

C. What Happens When People Die? 

1. The souls of believers go immediately into God’s presence. 

a. The Bible does not teach the doctrine of purgatory. 

352 

b. The Bible does not teach the doctrine of “soul sleep.” 353 

c. Should we pray for the dead? 354 

2. The souls of unbelievers go immediately to eternal punishment. 355 

D. Glorification 

1. Biblical evidence for glorification. 

356 

2. What will our resurrection bodies be like? 357 

 

Part VI: The Doctrine of the Church 
 

Chapter Twenty-Six – The Nature of the Church 
 

A. The Nature of the Church 

1. Definition: The church is the community of all true believers for all 

time. 

363 

2. The church is invisible yet visible. 364 

3. The church is local and universal. 365 
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4. Metaphors for the church. 366 

5. The church and Israel. 367 

B. The “Marks” of the Church (Distinguishing Characteristics) 

1. There are true churches and false churches. 

369 

2. True and false churches today. 370 

C. The Purity and Unity of the Church 

1. More pure and less pure churches 

371 

2. The unity of the church. 372 

D. The Purposes of the Church 

1. Ministry to God: Worship 

2. Ministry to believers: Nurture 

3. Ministry to the world: Evangelism and mercy. 

373 

4. Keeping these purposes in balance. 374 

 

Chapter Twenty-Seven – Baptism 
 

A. The Mode and Meaning of Baptism 377 

B. The Subjects of Baptism 

1. The argument from the New Testament narrative passages on 

baptism. 

378 

2. The argument from the meaning of baptism. 

3. Alternative #1: The Roman Catholic view. 

379 

4. Alternative #2: The Protestant paedobaptist view. 380 

a. Infants were circumcised in the old covenant. 

b. Baptism is parallel to circumcision. 

c. Household baptisms. 

381 

C. The Effect of Baptism 

D. The Necessity of Baptism 

384 

E. The Age for Baptism 385 

 

Chapter Twenty-Eight – The Lord’s Supper 

 

A. Eating in God’s Presence: A Special Blessing Throughout the Bible 387 

B. The Meaning of the Lord’s Supper 

1. Christ’s death. 

2. Our participation in the benefits of Christ’s death. 

388 

3. Spiritual nourishment. 

4. The unity of believers. 

5. Christ affirms his love for me. 

6. Christ affirms that all the blessings of salvation are reserved for me. 

7. I affirm my faith in Christ. 

389 

C. How Is Christ Present in the Lord’s Supper? 

1. The Roman Catholic view: Transustantiation. 

390 

2. The Lutheran view: “In, with, and under.” 

3. The rest of Protestantism: A symbolic and spiritual presence of 

Christ. 

391 
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D. Who Should Participate in the Lord’s Supper? 392 

E. Other Questions 393 

 

Chapter Twenty-Nine – Gifts of the Holy Spirit (I): General Questions 

 

A. Questions Regarding Spiritual Gifts in General 396 

1. Spiritual gifts in the history of redemption. 

2. The purpose of spiritual gifts in the New Testament age. 

397 

3. How many gifts are there? 398 

4. Gifts may vary in strength. 399 

5. Discovering and seeking spiritual gifts. 401 

B. Have Some Gifts Ceased 402 

1. Does 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 tell us when miraculous gifts will 

cease? 

403 

2. Would the continuation of prophecy today challenge the sufficiency 

of Scripture? 

404 

3. Did miraculous gifts only accompany the giving of new Scripture? 

4. It is dangerous for a church to allow for the possibility of 

miraculous gifts today? 
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5. A final note: Cessationists and charismatics need each other. 406 

 

Chapter Thirty – Gifts of the Holy Spirit (II): Specific Gifts 

 

A. Prophecy 

1. The New Testament counterparts to Old Testament prophets are 

New Testament apostles. 

408 

2. The meaning of the word prophet in the time of the New 

Testament. 

3. The gift of prophecy is given to all sorts of Christians in every 

congregation. 

409 

4. Indications that “prophets” did not speak with authority equal to the 

words of Scripture. 

a. Acts 21:4. 

b. Acts 21:10-11. 

410 

c. 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 

d. 1 Corinthians 14:29-38 

411 

5. How should we speak about the authority of prophecy today? 412 

6. A spontaneous “revelation” made prophecy different from other 

gifts. 

413 

7. The difference between prophecy and teaching. 414 

B. Teaching 

C. Healing 

1. Introduction: Sickness and health in the history of redemption. 

415 

2. The purposes of healing. 

3. What about the use of medicine? 

416 

4. Does the New Testament show common methods used in healing? 417 
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5. How then should we pray for healing? 418 

6. But what if God does not heal? 

D. Tongues and Interpretation 

419 

1. Tongues in the history of redemption. 420 

2. What is speaking in tongues? 

a. Words of prayer or praise spoken to God. 

b. Not understood by the speaker. 

421 

c. Not ecstatic but self-controlled. 

d. Tongues without interpretation. 

e. Tongues with interpretation: Edification for the church. 

422 

f. Not all speak in tongues. 423 

 

Part VII: The Doctrine of the Future 
 

Chapter Thirty-One – The Return of Christ: When and How? 

 

A. There Will Be a Sudden, Personal, Visible, Bodily Return of Christ 

B. We Should Eagerly Long for Christ’s Return 

428 

C. We Do Not Know When Christ Will Return 429 

D. All Evangelicals Agree on the Final Results of Christ’s Return 

E. There Is Disagreement over the Details of Future Events 

F. Could Christ Come Back at Any Time? 

1. Verses predicting a sudden and unexpected coming of Christ. 

430 

2. Signs that precede Christ’s return. 

a. The preaching of the gospel to all nations. 

b. The great tribulation. 

c. False prophets working signs and wonders. 

d. Signs in the heavens. 

431 

e. The coming of the man of sin and the rebellion. 

f. The salvation of Israel. 

g. Conclusions from these signs that precede Christ’s return. 

3. Possible solutions. 

432 

a. The preaching of the gospel to all nations. 

b. Great tribulation. 

c. False christs and false prophets. 
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d. Powerful signs in the heavens. 

e. The appearance of the man of lawlessness. 

f. The salvation of Israel. 

g. Conclusion. 
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Chapter Thirty-Two – The Millennium 
 

A. Amillennialism 438 

B. Postmillennialism 441 

C. Premillennialism 

1. Classic or historic premillennialism. 

442 
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2. Pretribulational premillennialism (or dispensational 

premillennialism). 

445 

D. The Case in Favor of Classical Premillennialism 446 

E. The Time of the Great Tribulation 448 

 

Chapter Thirty-Three – The Final Judgment and Eternal Punishment 

 

A. The Fact of Final Judgment 453 

B. The Time of Final Judgment 

C. The Nature of the Final Judgment 

1. Jesus Christ will be the Judge. 

2. Unbelievers will be judged. 
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3. Believers will be judged. 455 

4. Angels will be judged. 

D. Necessity of Final Judgment 

E. Justice of God in the Final Judgment 

457 

F. Moral Application of the Final Judgment 

1. The doctrine of final judgment satisfies our inward sense of a need 

for justice in the world. 

2. The doctrine of final judgment enables us to forgive others freely. 

3. The doctrine of the final judgment provides a motive for righteous 

living. 

458 

4. The doctrine of final judgment provides a great motive for 

evangelism. 

G. Hell 

459 

 

Chapter Thirty-Four – The New Heavens and New Earth 
 

A. We Will Live Eternally with God in New Heavens and a New Earth 

1. What is heaven? 

465 

2. Heaven is a place, not just a state of mind. 466 

3. The physical creation will be renewed, and we will continue to exist 

and act in it. 

467 

4. Our resurrection bodies will be part of the renewed creation. 468 

B. The Doctrine of the New Creation Provides a Great Motivation for Storing 

Up Treasures in Heaven Rather Than on Earth 

C. The New Creation Will Be a Place of Great Beauty and Abundance and 

Joy in the Presence of God 
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