Luke Schrieber






EFCA Licensing Paper

January 15th, 2010

Biographical Section 

I was born into a family with parents that genuinely love the Lord and do their best to follow His leading.  They had a tremendous impact on my life.  At the age of four I heard about Jesus for the first time (that I can remember).  The Holy Spirit was working on my heart, because in the car that day, I started drilling my mom with question after question about Jesus.  Later that afternoon I prayed and asked Jesus to come and be apart of my life.  Also, at the age of thirteen, while I was hearing a message about Jesus, I remember the Holy Spirit, powerfully, convicting me of my sin of pornography.  I repented and made a commitment to follow Jesus that night and was never the same.

These two events in my life were foundational to my spiritual growth.  I struggle over deciding which event was my conversion, but now, it isn’t important.  All I knew was that I needed and wanted Jesus in my life.  I needed forgiveness because I was dirty and He could give that to me.  And because I knew God gave so much for me, I wanted to live my life for Him and stop my life of sin.

The Holy Spirit has taught me and helped me grow so much through reading and studying the Bible.  My mother taught the Bible to me basically every day for the first 13 years of my life.  After, the “age-thirteen-conversion,” God brought a mentor into my life that challenged me to study the Bible on my own and helped me learn how to do that.  By the end of high school I was given the opportunity to teach from Scripture at my youth-group and started teaching some Jr. High guys on a regular basis.  The study of Scripture continued into college when I went to Moody Bible Institue and I learned a lot of new things and was challenged to study the Bible even more.  During my time at Moody I struggled with my personal walk becoming dry.  Thankfully, I had opportunities to use a lot of the things I was learning which helped a ton.  I was able to disciple four Jr. High guys.  By doing this I learned that teaching the Bible and discipling people is something that I not only must do but want to do for the rest of my life.

I also grew and learned a lot through experiencing God in my life.  This helped me develop a real and personal relationship with God.  I remember when I was praying once and the Holy Spirit comforted me in an extraordinary way…my prayer life has never been the same.  I started to talk and pray to God knowing that he cared about me and was listening.

I have also grown a lot through my victories and failures with sin and the fight against my flesh.  It is still a struggle but the fact that I am struggling reminds me of the work of the Holy Spirit in my life.  Though they are few and far between, there have been victories in some areas and the failures continue to humble me and bring me back to the gospel.

Finally, the Holy Spirit has helped me grow over the years through serving him with time, talents, gifts, etc.  I can say, now, that I better understand how God has gifted me spiritually.  A love for ministry and His work has grown through this as well.


It is amazing to look back and see what God has done and is doing in my life.  It is encouraging to know that Holy Spirit is in me and will continue His work in my life.

Article I—God


There is only one God.  The Bible clearly teaches monotheism (one God) as opposed to polytheism (many gods).  Deuteronomy 6:4 says, “Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  The New Testament also supports this (I Tim. 2:5; Rom. 3:30; James 2:19).


God is Creator of all things.  The Bible begins by saying, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth,” (Gen. 1:1).  In this verse, there is no argument for God’s existence but rather a statement that He does exist and has created everything.  Before the writer of Genesis goes into more detail about God’s creation in Gen. 1, he sums it up with the phrase, “heavens and the earth.”  Also, it is important to specify that God created everything “out of nothing” (ex nihilo).  Heb. 11:3 says, “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.”  Basically, this is showing that God is the “Source” of all things and that God did not need to use anything for creation.


Recent scientific study has caused many Bible believing Christians who agree with the paragraph above to support the view of Theistic Evolution.  Theistic Evolution is the belief that God used the process of evolution in His work of creation.  “Many who hold to theistic evolution would propose that God intervened in the process at some crucial points, usually 1) the creation of matter at the beginning, 2) the creation of the simplest life form, and 3) the creation of man” (Grudem, 133).  Scripture does not support theistic evolution.  First of all, God created in an orderly and purposeful way in Genesis 1 and 2.  The process of evolution is based on millions of random mutations.  Secondly, a great majority of these random mutations would not have been “good,” yet we see that every time God created something he said that is was “good.”  Finally, if God intervened in the creation of man, there would not be any gradual mutation of the human species like evolution supports.  And if God directly and personally created man, why would we not believe He did the same for the rest of creation?  In conclusion, Louis Berkhof says, “theistic evolution is really a child of embarrassment, which calls God in at periodic intervals to help nature over the chasms that yawn at her feet.  It is neither the biblical doctrine of creation, nor a consistent theory of evolution” (Grudem, 135).  People have taken views such as theistic evolution and have shied away from the literal story of creation in Gen 1 mainly because of one question—How old is the Earth?  There is increasingly more scientific evidence that support the Earth being much older than what everyone previously thought.  So, how do those who believe the Bible is true, account for this.  We will not take time to discuss all of the views.   However, there are many viable views (Gap Theories, Effects of the Floood, etc.) that do not contradict the veracity of scripture like theistic evolution does.


God is still very involved in His creation (immanent).  He did not set everything in motion and then step back (Deism).  Col. 1:17 says that in Christ “all things hold together.”  Heb. 1:3 says that He is continually “upholding the universe by his word of power.”  At the same time, however, God is separate-from, above, and independent of creation (transcendant).  In other words, “Creation is distinct from God yet always dependent on God” (Grudem, 127).


God is infinitely perfect.  In other words, God “completely possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of any qualities that would be desirable to him” (Grudem, 99), and, “He is not subject to any limitations of creation” (Grudem, 75).  Jesus says, “You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).  The phrase, “You can’t put God in a box,” is a major understatement.  Because God is infinite and we are finite, we will never fully understand God (Psalm 145:3; 147:5; 139:6; Rom. 11:33).  

On the other hand, because of Scripture, we can know true things about God and can even know God Himself (Jer. 9:23-24).  Scripture sheds light on many of God’s attributes.  God has “incommunicable” and “communicable” attributes.  “Incommunicable” attributes are “less shared” between God and people.  For example, God does not change (Mal. 3:6), while people change all the time.  You may say, “Well, people can stay the same in some areas”—this is true which is why the phrase “less shared” is used.  There is “no attribute of God that is completely communicable, and there is no attribute of God that is completely incommunicable” (Grudem, 71).  These terms are used to help categorize God’s many attributes.  Here are some of God’s incommunicable attributes we see in scripture.  God is independent—God doesn’t need anything and is self-sufficient (Acts 17:24-25).   God is eternal—God has no beginning or end (Psalm 90).  God is present everywhere (Psalm 139:7-10).  Finally, “God is not divided into parts, yet we see different attributes of God emphasized at different times” (Grudem, 81).  There is not a part of God that is just and a part of God that is love.  God is always Love and He is always Just.  Here are some communicable (more shared) attributes of God.  God is spirit (John 4:24).  God possesses all knowledge (I John 3:20), all wisdom (Rom. 16:27), and all truthfulness (John 17:3).  God is good (Luke 18:19), love (I John 4:8), holy (Lev. 19:2), righteous and just (Deut. 32:4), jealous (Ex. 20:5), and wrathful (Rom. 1:18).  Also, God has will (Eph. 1:11) and is all-powerful in accomplishing that will (Matt. 19:26).  Wow!  God is worthy of our lives worship.  God is beautiful—“the sum of all desirable qualities” (Grudem, 100).

God is eternally existing in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This is the doctrine of the Trinity.  The word “trinity” is never used in the Bible but was created to help describe the paradox of the biblical, “tri-union” of God.  The Bible clearly teaches three truths that summarize this doctrine; 1) God is three persons, 2) Each person is fully God, and 3) There is one God.  There is a distinction between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (eg. the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Spirit).  This is seen in John 1:1-3 when it says, “He was in the beginning with God.”  The word “with” shows distinction between Jesus and the Father.  John 17:24 is another passage that shows this.  We also see a distinction between the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit in John 14:26 where Jesus says, “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”  This verse also supports that the Holy Spirit is a distinct person and not just a “force.”  So, we see that God is three, distinct persons.  Each of these three persons is also fully God.  Scripture is extremely clear that the Father is God.  We see this in the first verse of the Bible as well as numerous other times in the Old and New Testament.  The same goes for Jesus, the Son (John 1:1-4; John 20:28).  Finally, the Holy Spirit is fully God.  Since the Father and Son is fully God, the passages that include the Spirit along with them are evidence that the Spirit is God (Matt. 3:16-17; Matt. 28:19; I Cor. 12:4-6; Eph. 4:4-6).  The best support for the full deity of the Spirit can be seen in the book of Acts.  “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit…?  You have not lied to men but to God” (Acts 5:3-4).  So, since scripture clearly teaches that all three persons are fully God we must be careful not to stop there but revisit the first truth of this article—there is only one God.

Throughout the history of Christianity there have been many heretical views that deny at least one of the three truths discussed above.  Some views such as Modalism do not believe that God exists in three persons.  Rather, they believe that there is one God and he appears in different forms at different times; e.g. In the Old Testament God was Father; during the life of Jesus God was in the “mode” of the Son, and finally after Jesus’ ascension God morphed into the Spirit and relates to us in that form today.  Other views do not believe that the Son or the Spirit is fully God.  One example of this is Arianism.  Arianists take texts like John 1:14 and John 3:16 that talk of Jesus being “begotten” by the Father, and conclude that at some point before the creation of the world the Father created the Son.  Finally, some believe that the Father, Son, and Spirit are three distinct Gods.  This is the heresy of polytheism, which the Bible is clearly against.  Those who hold this view, ignore, many texts that clearly show that there is only one God (Grudem, 112-114).

Article II—The Bible

The entire Bible, both Old and New Testaments, are the very, inspired words of God and thus possess all authority.  The Old Testament clearly claims that it is the Word of God.  This is seen many times by phrases like, “Thus says the LORD,” or “God said” (Gen. 1:2).  These phrases precede words spoken directly by God.  Also, God spoke through many prophets in the Old Testament; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Samuel, Jonah, etc. (Jer. 11:1)  “Therefore, to disbelieve or disobey anything a prophet says is to disbelieve or disobey God himself” (Grudem 1, 34).


The Old Testament, however, does not claim that all of its words are the words of God.  However, we do find this claim from certain texts in the New Testament.  2 Tim. 3:16 reads, “All Scripture is God-breathed.”  The word scripture (Gk. graphe) is referring to the Old Testament, written Scripture.  This is true because graphe is used fifty-one other times in the New Testament and always refers to the Old Testament, written Scripture (Grudem 1, 34).  So, all of the Old Testament written Scripture is “breathed out by God,” or “spoken by God.”  Similarly, 2 Peter 1:21 says that the prophecies of Scripture (Old Testament) never came by “the impulse of man” but by “men moved along by the Holy Spirit,” who, “spoke from God.”  So, although, God used people with their own human volition and personality, the Holy Spirit was behind everything, directing them to write down His words.  Two key texts in the New Testaments also equate the New Testament writings along with the Old Testaments writings as “scripture.”  The first of these is 2 Peter 3:15—16.  This verse reveals that believers were calling Paul’s writings “scripture” along with the Old Testament.  This also happens with the gospel of Luke in 1 Timothy 5:18.  “These two passages taken together indicate that during the time of the writing of the New Testament documents, there was an awareness that additions were being made to this special category of writings called “scripture,” and these writings had the character of being God’s very words (Grudem 1, 35).  Seeing this, we can then apply 2 Tim. 3:16 to the New Testament writings meaning that, “All Scripture (Old and New) is God-breathed.”  In an older translation of the Bible, the Greek word used for “God-breathed” was translated “inspired.”  This is why we say that the Bible is “inspired by God.”  The same powerful words that created something out of nothing have been divinely preserved in a living and holy book that we can read!  


The entire Bible, both Old and New Testaments, are without error in the original writings.  God in His very nature cannot lie or speak falsely (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18) and since the Bible is the Word of God, we can conclude that the entire Bible is true and without error (Prov. 30:5; Ps. 12:6).  In fact, the Bible is not only true but God’s Word is itself truth.  Jesus prays to the Father in John 17:17, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”  So, the Bible does not conform to some higher standard of truth but it in fact is the standard (Grudem 1, 41). 


The Bible can be inerrant even if it approximates numbers and measurements.  The Bible may record 10,000 men dying in a battle.  Is it an error if in fact, 9,999 men died—of course not.  The writers are just using approximation and normal, everyday-language.  Also, even though the Bible may include loose quotations (not word, for word), it is still inerrant because the content is not false.  People also point to the fact that the Bible of today is a copy of a copy of a copy, making it very likely for errors.  It is true that there are no original writings from scripture that have been preserved, but there are numerous copies that scholars have been able to examine and compare with others.  “For over 99 percent of the words of the Bible, we know what the original manuscript said” (Grudem 1, 45).  Also, “the current published scholarly texts of the Hebrew Old Testament and Greek New Testament are the same as the original manuscripts” (Grudem, 45).  So, we can say with confidence that the Bible is without error in the original writings.


The Bible is the complete revelation of God’s will for the salvation of men.  God has chosen to reveal himself to us in various ways.  These different ways fit under two categories; General and Special Revelation.  General Revelation is, “the knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law, which comes through creation to all humanity” (Grudem, 57).  Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.”  So, nature gives testimony to everyone that there is a God.  Also, Romans 1:19-21, tells us that creation gives evidence of God’s existence and character and that everyone, even the wicked, know this.  God is also revealed in human’s consciences.  Everyone has some moral understanding of God’s demands (Rom. 1:32).  However, because of sin, this moral knowledge can be distorted (Rom. 2:14-15).  Special Revelation, on the other hand, refers to “God’s words addressed to specific people, such as the words of the Bible, the words of the Old Testament prophets and New Testament apostles, and the words of God spoken in personal address, such as at Mount Sinai or at Jesus’ baptism” (Grudem, 57).  Special revelation (specifically the Word of God) is necessary for a person’s salvation and is not necessary for a person’s justified condemnation.  Everyone may know that there is a God and that they are sinful through General Revelation, but the Gospel and the way of salvation is only revealed in the Word of God, spoken through Special Revelation.  If we did not have the Bible to tell us of a loving God who would send His son, Jesus (who was both God and man), to die on our behalf so that we could be cleansed by His blood and reconciled to God, there would be no hope of salvation unless God specially revealed the mystery of the Gospel in another way. 


Finally, the Bible is the final authority for Christian faith and Life.  In other words the Bible is completely sufficient and “contains everything we need God to tell us for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly” (Grudem, 58).  2 Tim. 3:15 show us that the Bible is able to instruct us for salvation.  Also, Psalm 119:1 shows that the Bible can equip us for Christian living.  When questions arise related to salvation, faith, or the Christian life, the Bible is sufficient in answering them and trumps every other possible resource.  And because the Bible is sufficient no one should try to add to Scripture or equate other writing with scripture.  By definition, if the Bible is sufficient, then there is no need for anything to be added to Scripture.


We should be full of gratitude that God would choose to reveal Himself to us.  He has recorded His holy words for us in the book of the Bible.  It is the Bible, along with the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit that explains to us the way of salvation (2 Tim. 3:15) so that we can have hope and personally know God.  We can also be thankful that God does not lie and that the Bible is inerrant.  If the Bible did contain some errors or false statements it would bring into question that the Bible is in fact the inspired Word of God.  But because the Bible is true and is the Word of God, we should meditate on it day and night and aim to make 2 Timothy 2:15 true in our life.

Article III—The Human Condition

Man was created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26).  Unlike the other animals and parts of creation, man was made “like God and represents God” (Grudem, 189).  God did not need to create man.  God is all-sufficient in Himself.  However, God created man to glorify Himself (I Cor. 10:31; Eph. 1:11-12).  This truth helps man understand his purpose on this earth is to glorify God.  To do what God created us to do is fulfill our purpose and this purpose is not a burden, but rather, the only satisfying and joyful endeavor.  (I am using the word “man” to refer to the entire human race both male and female because God does this in Gen. 5:1).


Because of the fall of man in Gen. 3, God’s image is distorted but not lost entirely.  Gen. 9:6 shows that men are still seen as image bearers of God after the fall.  Jesus is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15) and because of His work of redemption, those who place their faith in Him are becoming more and more like Jesus (2 Cor. 3:18, Rom. 8:29) and some of the “lost image” is being restored.  In fact, when Christ returns the image of God in believers will be completely restored (I Cor. 15:49).  The Bible reveals some specific ways that we, as humans, are like God and represent God.  First, every man has a sense of right and wrong (morals).  Secondly, man does not only have a physical aspect but a spiritual aspect, which enables him to relate with God.  Thirdly, man’s mental capacity is much greater than the rest of creation.  Finally, God created men as relational beings who need and enjoy relationships just as God does within the Trinity (Grudem, 191-192).  The truth that all humans are the image bearers of God should create a respect and reverence for all of human life.  


The nature of man is composed of two parts (body and soul/spirit).  This view is known as the dichotomist view.  There are trichotomists who argue that the nature of man is composed of three parts (body, soul, and spirit).  However, Scripture uses both “spirit,” and “soul” interchangeably to refer to the spiritual, non-physical part of a man’s nature.  This is clearly seen in Mary’s prayer in Luke 1:46-47 which reads, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”  “This seems to be an evident example of Hebrew parallelism, the poetic device in which often the same idea is repeated using different but synonymous words” (Grudem, 194).  Also, both “spirit” and “soul” are used to refer to the part of man that lives on after death (Heb. 12:23; Rev. 6:9).  Finally, everything that the “soul” is said to do the “spirit” is said to do.  Trichotomists have a hard time trying to differentiate between the two (Grudem, 195).  In verses such as I Thes. 5:23, Matt. 22:37, and Mark 12:30, the authors are piling on synonyms to emphasize that they are talking about all of a person.  Both sides agree that there is a visible/physical and an invisible/spiritual part of man’s nature.


Man fell into sin and is, therefore, lost.  Sin is “any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or nature” (Grudem, 210).  The fall into sin is recorded in Gen. 3.  Adam and Eve gave into the serpent’s (Satan’s) temptation and ate the fruit from the tree that God had forbidden them to, clearly failing to conform to the moral law of God.  This had many negative results.  First of all, man’s relationship with God is broken and Adam and Eve are forced out of the garden.  Their sin also caused spiritual death and eventually physical death.  Worst of all, Adam’s sin is imputed to all of mankind.  Every person since is counted guilty because of Adam’s sin (Rom. 5).  Because of the sin of one man, Adam, all men are condemned.  This means that we are all born guilty of sin and deserve to go to hell.  Some may think this is unfair but thank God that in a similar way, Christ’s righteousness can be imputed to those who have faith in Him.  We definitely don’t deserve that.  Because of the fall, every person also inherits a sinful nature from Adam.  Our very nature is corrupted by sin (Ps. 51:5).  Every person who has ever lived, since Adam, has “failed to conform to the moral law of God,” in nature.  The effects of our sinful nature is that we naturally want to sin and rebel against God and live for anything else besides God.  Humanity is lost.  Every one is born spiritually dead because of sin (Eph. 2:1).  Every part of man is corrupt and there is nothing good in him (Rom. 7:18, Titus 1:15, Jer. 17:9).  Also, we are incapable of doing any spiritual good apart from faith in Jesus (Rom. 8:8, John 15:5, Heb. 11:6).  Isaiah puts it like this, “all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment,” (Isaiah 64:6).  Man is totally depraved, lost, and dead.


The obvious question is, “How can we have life or gain salvation in this state?”  The answer is that it is only through regeneration by the Holy Spirit that salvation and spiritual life can be obtained.  We have been saved by grace through faith—and that is not from ourselves, but it is the gift of God—and this salvation is not by works so that none of us can boast in ourselves (Eph. 2).  While we are spiritually dead, God, in His grace draws us to Himself by the Holy Spirit and it is the regeneration that the Holy Spirit brings that allows us to have a relationship with God through faith.
Article IV—Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is the foundation and chief cornerstone of the universal church (Eph. 2:19-21), the Christian faith (I Cor. 15:14), and the Scriptures (I Pet. 1:10-12).  Col. 1:17 reads, “He (Jesus) is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  Jesus is so significant because of who He is, the work He has accomplished, and the work He is accomplishing.


Jesus Christ is both true God and true man.  This divine union is largely possible because of the way in which Jesus came to earth.  He was conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:10) and born of the Virgin Mary (Matt. 1:18; Matt. 1:24,25).  Jesus had no human father, but was conceived through a miraculous work by the Spirit in Mary.  This made possible, “the uniting of full deity and full humanity in one person” (Grudem, 230).  If the Father had just sent Jesus to Earth with no earthly parent it would be hard to see how Jesus could be fully human.  On the other hand, if Jesus had been conceived exactly like the rest of humans, it would be hard to see how Jesus could be fully God (Grudem, 230).  Therefore, the virgin birth enabled Jesus to be born without inherited sin unlike every other human since Adam and Eve.  This is due to the fact that Jesus had no earthly father and because of the Holy Spirit’s work in Mary.  Luke 1:35 reads, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you…therefore the child to be born will be called holy.”


Scripture clearly shows that Jesus is true man.  He was born, grew up (Luke 2:40, 52), and died (Luke 23:46).  Jesus’ human body was like our human bodies—He grew tired (John 4:6), hungry (Matt. 4:2), thirsty (John 19:28), etc.  Even after Jesus rises from the dead we know that He still has a physical body because the disciples are able to touch Him (Luke 24:39) and eat with Him (Luke 24:42).  And now, even in heaven, Jesus has a physical body.  A good support for this is the way Jesus ascended into heaven and the fact that Scripture says He will return in the same way (Acts 1:9-11).  Also, Jesus had a human mind because Luke 2:52 says that Jesus increased in wisdom.  He experienced all of the emotions that we do, as well.  John 11:35, which reads, “Jesus wept,” is the classic example of this truth.  Also, as a man, Jesus is “one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  


Scripture also clearly supports that Jesus is true God.   The word God (theos), which is used to refer to the creator and ruler of all, is used for Jesus (John 1:1; 1:18; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Heb. 1:8).  Also, the word Lord (kyrios), which is used in a similar way as theos, is attributed to Jesus many times (Luke 2:11; Matt. 3:3; Matt. 22:44).  Jesus, during His ministry on earth, clearly claimed that He was God.  He called himself the “Son of Man” many times quoting the book of Daniel.  Those who were familiar with the Old Testament would have known he was claiming Deity because of this (Grudem, 238).  Also, in John 8:58, He says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”  He was attributing God the Father’s words to Moses in Ex. 3:14 to Himself.  Jesus’ Jewish opponents knew He was claiming to be equal to God by saying this and wanted to kill Him for committing the crime of blasphemy (eventually, they did wrongly kill Jesus for this).  Jesus’ miracles and ability to forgive sins also show His deity.  Jesus is omnipotent (Matt. 8:26-27), eternal (John 8:58), omniscient (Mark 2:8), omnipresent (not seen during earthly ministry) [Matt. 18:20], sovereign (Mark 2:5-7), and worthy to be worshipped (Rev. 19:10).  Finally, Jesus’ resurrection from the dead clearly shows that He is God.


Some have studied Phil. 2:1-7 and have come to the conclusion that Jesus “emptied himself of some of His divine attributes such as omniscience, omnipotence, etc.  This is taken from the phrase, “did not count equality with God something to be grasped but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.”  This view is called the “Kenosis Theory” because the Greek word used for “empty” is “kenosis” (Grudem, 240).  We must be careful, however, to say that Jesus emptied himself of attributes that are God’s because Jesus was fully God during His time on earth.  The context of this passage is talking about believers humbling themselves and putting others before themselves like Jesus did by leaving His glorious position in heaven and coming to us and becoming a man.  We as humans are unable to set aside some of our attributes or character, but we are able to go from a more exalted place to a more humbled place or give up some benefits that we have for others sake.  Jesus, who is eternally, fully God, is also unable to become anything less than God with the attributes of God. 


So, Jesus is both true God and true Man.  This is a hard concept to understand but, as seen above, is clearly taught in Scripture.  The one Person of Jesus is both fully God and fully man with distinction between the two natures.  The early church had a lot of discussions regarding this issue and finally gathered many church leaders from around the world to solidify the truth of Scripture in a statement.  This statement is called the Chalcedonian Definition of A.D. 451 (Grudem, 243).  “It has been taken as the standard, orthodox definition of the biblical teaching on the person of Christ since that day by Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox branches of Christianity alike” (Grudem, 243).  This statement proclaims the Hypostatic Union of Jesus’ two natures very clearly—“to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person” (Grudem, 244).


The Bible teaches that Jesus died on a cross as a sacrifice for our sins.  Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death.”  Since everyone has sinned, everyone deserves death (Rom. 3:23).  God is just and must punish sin but God is also Love and wants to rescue us.  Both God’s love and justice were shown at the cross where Jesus died in our place.  Jesus willingly died for us because of His great love and took the punishment of our sin because of God’s justice.  Two, more sophisticated ways of saying this would be that Christ’s death was a “penal substitution,” or a “vicarious atonement” (Grudem, 254—255).  Thus, those who put their faith in Jesus and His work on the cross can be justified (Rom. 3:26), forgiven (Heb. 9:25-26), reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:18-19), redeemed from the bondage of Satan and sin (Mark 10:45; I John 5:19; Heb. 2:15), and much more.  Was it necessary for Christ to die in order to have salvation?  Since God chose to save us (John 3:16, 17), yes, it was necessary for Jesus to be our sacrifice (Grudem, 249).  Only God could bear the full penalty for all the sins and only God could save mankind (Jonah 2:9).  This is an important reason why it is significant that Jesus is fully God.  Also, it is necessary for Jesus to be fully man in order to be a suitable sacrifice for men.  Heb. 2:16-17 reads, “surely it is not with angels that he is concerned but with the descendants of Abraham.  Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make expiation for the sins of the people.”  Thus, it is necessary for our Savior to be fully man.  Finally, only someone who is truly God and truly man could be the mediator between God and man (I Tim. 2:5).  It was also necessary that Jesus not only die for us but also live a perfect and sinless life.  Jesus did what Adam failed to do; He perfectly obeyed the Law making Himself capable of being our necessary, spotless, Lamb.  Salvation is possible in Christ alone.  He is the “Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No one can come to the Father except through Him” (John 14:6).


After Jesus died, he was buried in a tomb and three days later He arose bodily from the dead.  Faith in Christ is “futile” if He did not rise from the dead (I Cor. 15:17).  Christians do not follow, serve, or worship a dead man, but rather, a living God/Man.  After three days Jesus arose bodily from the dead conquering sin and death (I Cor. 15:55-57).  Jesus then spent forty days on earth with his disciples and then ascended into heaven and now sits at the right hand of the Majesty on High (Heb. 8:1, 2).  Hebrews also says, “because Jesus lives forever he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.  Jesus is our great High Priest.  We can confidently approach God the Father because of the mediating work of Jesus (Heb. 4:16).  Sinners can be reconciled to God through Jesus.  If Jesus were still in the tomb, this would not be possible.  Jesus is also an advocate for us.  I John 2:1 says, “But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense.”  We cannot stand before God on our own merit but only because of the work of Christ.  The work of the resurrected Christ, now, is just as important as His work before His crucifixion, not to mention, all that He will do in the future when He returns as He promised.  

Article V—The Work of Christ

In Romans, the Bible teaches that everyone is a sinner and is worthy of death, or separation from God for eternity.  This is why Jesus Christ and the Gospel He brings is such good news!  Jesus died on the cross for our sins and then was resurrected conquering sin and death and offers reconciliation with God to anyone who trusts in Him.  Without Jesus there is no hope of salvation.  Jesus is the only way, truth and life (John 14:6).  The idea of someone earning God’s approval or being “good enough” for God is absurd (Eph. 2).  We can’t compare to God.  God, alone, is Good (Mark 10:18).  It is only the shed blood of Jesus Christ and His Resurrection that provide the ground for justification and salvation for all who believe, and only those who receive Jesus Christ are born of the Holy Spirit and, thus become children of God.  

When the gospel is heard, some will reject Christ and some will accept and believe Him.  The only difference between the two is the presence or absence of God’s saving grace.  Grace is “undeserved favor.”  “Saving grace,” is the undeserved favor that leads someone to saving faith.  Everyone experiences God’s grace in some way.  The simple fact that all of mankind is not in hell at this moment is God’s “common grace” to everyone.  The fact that God places institutions such as government (Rom. 13:1-4) in place for our good is another example of God’s “common grace.”  However, not everyone is given God’s “saving grace.”  It is because of God’s saving grace that some will hear the Gospel and respond with faith in Jesus and repentance from sin.  A genuine conversion of a person will be accompanied with faith and repentance.  “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see,” (Heb. 11:1).  Believers are sure of their hope in Jesus and His promises even if they can’t see Him or the promises fulfillment.  Repentance basically means, “to turn.”  When a believer repents they turn from their life of sin to Jesus and desire to follow Him.

Before this calling by God on a believer to faith and repentance, God has chosen (elected) them before the creation of the world (Eph. 1:4-6; Rom. 8:28-30).  Grudem defines election as, “an act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure.”  Many, in an attempt to support the free-will of man, have defined election as God looking to see who would choose him in the future, and then electing them in the past.  This view is not Biblical.  That view describes God as seeing some kind of merit in a believer that causes Him to choose them or elect them.  However, election is not dependent on our merit but on God’s “knowing” and His loving.  Also, God’s election does not mean that we don’t make significant decisions or choose to follow Jesus.  The Bible teaches that we do need to make a decision on what we are going to do with the Gospel.  Also, we as heralds of the Gospel need to call others to make a decision for Christ.  Jesus said, “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).  The Bible is also very clear that God elects some for salvation (2 Thess. 2:13) and that salvation is by grace alone (Eph. 2).  I don’t fully understand how these two relate but I do know that they are not contradictory.  The doctrine of election accentuates God’s love and sovereignty.

Let’s know take a “behind the scenes” look at salvation and what is accomplished through Jesus in a believer’s life.  First of all, at (or a little before) conversion for a believer, God regenerates them.  Another way of saying this is that they are “born again” (John 3:3-8), or that they are a “new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17).  “Regeneration is a secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us” (Grudem, 300).  Regeneration is solely an act of God in a believer’s life by the Holy Spirit.  How can something that is dead do anything for itself?  In the same way we were spiritually dead and God made us alive by the Holy Sprit (Eph. 2:1; Eph. 2:5).   This regeneration allows the sanctification process to begin.

Also, as a believer our sins are atoned for.   This basically means that Jesus’ death and his shed blood “covers” our sin or takes care of our sin because Jesus was the perfect sacrifice and died to pay the penalty of sin (Heb. 2:17).  This is tied very closely with the doctrine of Propitiation, which shows how Jesus’ death satisfies the wrath of God.  God is Just (Deut. 32:4).  Therefore, there must be punishment for sin because He is a Holy and Just God.  Jesus took that punishment from God on our behalf (Rom. 3:25).  It is the combination of these two doctrines; 1) The atonement of our sin and, 2) The propitiation of God’s wrath toward our sin; both of which, are created by Jesus’ death on the cross, that makes it possible for man to be reconciled to God.  So those who place their faith in Jesus Christ for their salvation will be justified before God and enter into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ (Rom 3:28; Rom. 5:1; Rom. 8:30).  Being justified means that God declares you “righteous” in a legal sense.  It is as if you were in court and the judge hammered the gavel and declared that you were innocent of sin.  This sounds too good to be true but it is true; our sin was imputed to Jesus on the cross and His righteousness or “perfection” is imputed to those who believe in Him (I Cor. 5:21).  John Calvin calls this the “Great Exchange” because we are receiving the greatest gift imaginable while Jesus is taking the worst punishment imaginable.  How unfathomable is our God?  How deep is His love?  This justification is only the result of faith in Jesus and nothing else.  This is a gift and cannot be earned.  The doctrine of Justification is hard to fully comprehend.  In God’s eyes we are righteous.  We are clean.  Yet, it can be a struggle to live in such a way that we are not still trying to earn some sort of standing or approval with God.  Jesus said it best on the cross, “It is finished!”  He has taken care of everything!


Although we have right legal standing before God, every believer would agree that he or she is not perfect or just like Jesus.  We will now discuss some doctrines that deal with God’s work in a believer’s journey to Christ-likeness as opposed to the doctrines we just discussed, which deal with what takes place immediately at conversion.  Every believer goes through a “Sanctification process” (Acts 20:32).  Grudem defines sanctification as, “a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives” (Grudem, 326).  I would like to stress that it is both a work of God and of us.  A genuine believer strives to be more Christ-like and the Holy Spirit empowers and enables them to do so.  Sanctification begins with regeneration (Titus 3:5; I John 3:9) and will continue throughout out our entire life (Rom. 6:19; 2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:13-14).  The process is completed (for our souls) at death, and (for our bodies) when Jesus returns (Phil. 3:21; I Cor. 15:49).  At that point, Jesus will resurrect all of our earthly bodies and make them new and our souls will be united with our new bodies.  This event and “state” is also called our “Glorification” (Rom. 8:30; I Cor. 15:12-58).  Every one who has truly been born again has that moment of glorification to look forward to.  They will persevere to the end with the help of God’s strength (John 8:31-32; Col. 1:22-23) and God will never let them go or fall away (John 6:38-40; John 10:27-29; Rom. 8:1).  Those “Christians” who do fall away may show signs of conversion but by them “falling away,” it shows that they were not born again.  Judas Iscariot is a prime example of this.
Article VI—The Holy Spirit


The Ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.  In John 14 and 16, Jesus said that when he left He was going to send the Holy Spirit who would basically take His place on Earth and that the disciples would be better off because of it.  This person the Father and Jesus sent to us is the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.  He is eternal and was involved in creation (Gen 1:2).  Throughout the Old Testament He temporarily “came upon” certain individuals such as David.  The Holy Spirit was apart of the conception of Jesus in Mary (Matt. 1:18).  The Holy Spirit was highly involved in the ministry of Jesus (Matt. 3:16).  After Jesus’ ascension the Spirt was sent at Pentecost and has been highly involved in the Church and every believer’s life.  Scripture clearly affirms that the Spirit is fully God.  This is best seen in Acts 5 with the story of Ananias and Saphira.  It says that Ananias did not lie to men but to God—referring to the Holy Spirit.  I would like to also stress that the Holy Spirit is not a “force” but a Person.  Many times Christians today will refer to the Spirit as “it” when Scripture refers to the Spirit as “He” (John 14, I Cor. 12:11).


During this time/age after Jesus’ ascension and before his second coming, the Holy Spirit has many important roles in our lives as believers.  First of all, the Holy Spirit convicts people of sin (John 16:8).  This work of conviction by the Holy Spirit will often precede repentance in a person’s life and faith in Jesus Christ.  This is also why genuine believers who possess the Holy Spirit have a hard time feeling okay about the sin in their life.  Another role the Spirit plays in the believer’s life is of regenerating the believing sinner.  This regeneration happens at a believer’s conversion.  This is also known as “being born again (John 3)” or going from death to life, or becoming a “new creation (2 Cor. 5:17).”  With the Holy Spirit comes life, holiness, and newness!  At this point the Holy Spirit will also indwell the believer (I Cor. 3:16).  This means that a believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and that God’s presence is within a believer.  This indwelling and presence seals the Christian as a citizen of heaven and is a guarantee of the inheritance to come when Christ returns (Eph. 1:13, 14).  The “filling” of the Holy Spirit is different from the “indwelling” of the Spirit.  Every believer is always indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  However, the “filling” of a believer is temporary and is usually results in God using that person in a powerful way (Acts 2:4; Acts 4:8).  Finally, the Holy Spirit is involved in many ways in the daily walk of a believer.  The Holy Spirit guides, instructs, and empowers the believer for godly living and service.  Without the Holy Spirit in a Christian’s life, it would be impossible for a “Christian” to live a Godly life or serve God.  However, the Spirit acts as guide and counselor.  We can seek the Holy Spirit for help on making decisions (John 14:16).  Also, because of the Spirit, believers have access to God’s power.   The Holy Spirit also helps illumine Scripture to us and brings God’s Words alive in our hearts.


The Holy Spirit is crucial to the life of a believer.  The Spirit is the life.  This should not cause us to be proud in ourselves but in God.  We daily have a companion who is always with us to help us along the journey of our Christian lives.

Spiritual Gifts

Every born-again believer possesses at least one spiritual gift (I Cor. 12:11).  It is possible for some believers to have more than one (I Cor. 14:6).  We see in Scripture some examples of these gifts (ie. Teaching, Encouraging, Giving, Speaking in Tongues, Interpretation, etc) in I Cor. 12:28, I Cor. 12:8-10, Eph. 4:11, Rom. 12:6-8, I Cor. 7:7, and I Pet. 4:11 (Grudem, 398).  Some people’s gifts are stronger than others and everyone should aim to strengthen their gifts and acquire new ones (I Cor. 14:1-12).  Also, the spiritual gifts should not be limited to the ones that are listed in Scripture.


Today, many disagree on whether or not some of the spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture are still exercised.  Speaking in Tongues, Prophecy, and Healing are the main three that are argued over.  “Cessationists” is the term used for those who believe these gifts have ceased and are no longer used.  Their Scriptural support for this view is mainly I Cor. 13:8-13, which I believe does not support their view.  The word “imperfect” does refer to some gifts like “speaking in tongues” but the word “perfect,” contextually, does not refer to anything other than Jesus Christ and his Second Coming.  Paul, the writer, is trying to show how Love is far superior to any spiritual gift.  In this passage, He is showing how Love is eternal and will still be around even after the “perfect,” Jesus comes back.  The spiritual gifts, however, such as prophecy, healing, etc. will be done away with because there will be no need for them (Grudem, 402-404).

Cessationists interpret this passage to mean that after a certain time and when, either the Church has reached a certain level of maturity, or all of Scripture is revealed, then those certain gifts will be done away with.  But they are mistaken when they don’t realize Paul’s main message here and that, “when the perfect comes,” is referring to when Jesus, who is perfect, will come again (Grudem, 402-404).

So, I believe that Scripture does not support that certain spiritual gifts have ceased and that God does still give some people the gift of healing, prophecy, and tongues.  However, the gift of prophecy does not mean that someone is able to speak words equal to Scripture.  Also, Scripture is clear that if someone should not speak in tongues in a church gathering unless there is someone to interpret (I Cor. 14:6-19).  Also, speaking in tongues should not be some ecstatic thing.  All of the spiritual gifts need to be tested and examined.  This happens when we listen to a sermon and examine what is said with what Scripture teaches. There can be imperfect ways that we, imperfect people, use gifts.  Thus, there should be some caution with the use of certain gifts, but let’s not put God in a box and quench the Holy Spirit (Grudem).

The main purpose of spiritual gifts is for the edification of the body of Christ I Cor. 12:7, I Cor 14.  One test of a spiritual gift is asking, “Is this edifying to the church?”  The gifts that bring the most edification to believers are seen as higher than ones that don’t.  One of these would be “Teaching.”  This is also why in order to use just about all of the gifts, there need to be other people involved.

Article VII—The Church

The Greek word ekklesia, translated “church” in the New Testament, simply means “assembly.”  Ekklesia (church/assembly) is used over 100 times in the New Testament and it refers to; 1) a gathering of professing believers in a certain location (Acts 11:22), or 2) all true believers (Matt. 16:18).  In the Old Testament, we also see Hebrew words that are related to the Greek ekklesia.  Deut. 4:10 reads, “Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me all the days that they live upon the earth.”  In the Septuagint (a Greek version of the O. T.) “gather” is translated with the Greek term ekklesiazo, which is related to ekklesia.  So, the word “church” can also be seen in the Old Testament.  In fact, the author of Hebrews includes people such as Noah, Abraham, and Moses in relation with the church of the New Testament because He calls them a “great cloud of witnesses” for living believers at that time (Heb. 11—12:1).  Therefore, the term of “church” can be used for all believers from Adam’s day to eterni-day.  So in Eph. 5:25, when Paul writes, “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,” He is referring to all those who are saved through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  In other words, this verse is referring to all believers in the past, present, and future.  A good term used to refer to this is the “Invisible Church.”  “The Invisible Church is the church as God see it” (Grudem, 364) and it is comprised of only true believers who will be apart of the great assembly (church) in heaven.  This is because God is able to see the state of each person’s heart and he “knows who are his” (2 Tim. 2:19).  We as humans are only capable of seeing the “Visible Church.”  We see those who attend churches but we are unable to know for sure who are true believers because Scripture shows that there are people who profess faith in Jesus but are not genuine (2 Tim. 2:17-19; Acts 20:29-30).  Also, the church is Universal and Local.  The Universal church is all believers in all of the Earth while the Local Church are communities of believers in certain locations whether it is a house (Rom. 16:5), a city (2 Cor. 1:1) or a region (Acts 9:31) [Grudem, 363-363].  However, we must make a distinction between the New Testament church that began at Pentecost in Acts 2 and the assembly of believer’s in the Old Testament.  For example, the believer’s in the New Testament Church are each indwelt by the Holy Spirit while this is not the case in the Old Testament.  Even though there are differences both are part of God’s Church or “assembly” of believer’s.

Church Government

Jesus Christ is the Lord and Head of the Church (Col. 1:18).  So, the local church should submit to Jesus to be its leader.  Jesus Christ (the Word made flesh) and the Bible (the Word of God) hold the most authority for the local church.  This means that a local church looks to Jesus and the Bible to order and direct it and not to the Pope, or a Bishop, or even a District Superintendent.  Every local church has the right, under Christ, to decide and govern its own affairs.  This is why there is the word “Free” in Evangelical Free Church of America.  During the time leading up to the founding of the EFCA, churches were in large part governed by the “state,” and they were called “State Churches.”  This means that a local church was mainly under the authority of a “Denominational Dictatorship” (Olson, 280).  The EFCA was founded and constructed in a way to prevent “denominational dictatorship” and  to protect and assure the autonomy of the local church (Olson, 280).  That autonomy is protected by this article (article #10).  However, the visionaries of the EFCA also new that the early local churches were not isolated from the other churches around the world so they did allow for some inter-dependence in the denomination.  


Next in the power chain, under Jesus and His Word, come the church elders or overseers.  Together they seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in Scripture and prayer.  However, these elders and leaders should be appointed or dismissed by the consensus of the congregation.  Next, there are the deacons/staff who are in charge of a certain area of service (such as the Youth Ministry or Church Finances) and report to the Elders.  There should also be a consensus among the church body for the appointing of deacons/staff.  I think it is healthy for the deacons/staff to in some way be apart of the dealings of the elders to help prevent an abuse of power.  However, I think that their ties should be minimal to give freedom for the elders to lead and direct the church body.  When the elders are making important decisions among themselves it would be ideal if they all agreed on what to do.  However, it is realistic that this won’t be the case all the time.  For bigger, more significant decisions I think that the elders should make the effort and take the time until everyone is in agreement on what they will do.  On smaller issues I think it would wise if they only needed a certain percentage of consent.  However, it is important that each elder support the decisions of the group of elders even if he personally had a different solution.  In larger churches I think that certain elders should oversee certain deacons/staff and their respective areas of ministry.
Church Membership

As we know it, the true Church is composed of all such persons who through saving faith in Jesus Christ have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and are united together in the Body of Christ of which He is the Head.  Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church (Col. 1:18).  This is very important to remember when discussing church government.  The Church is Jesus’.  He died for it.  He’s building it.  He’s the head of it.  Leaders of a certain local church should not refer to it as, “my church.”  The most powerful person in a church is the Lord Jesus Christ and the leaders should make this clear and submit to His leading in decision making.  This means that Scripture (God’s Word) holds supreme authority as well.  Next in the power chain come the church elders or overseers.  Together they seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  However, these elders and leaders should be appointed or dismissed by the consensus of the congregation.  Also, churches should not be under the authority of the “state” church but be autonomous.  These are characteristics of Congregationalism, which is church government that is closely related to democracy.  Also, discipline should be administered by the church leaders on individuals in the church and the congregation should hold the leadership accountable.


To become a member of the true or universal Church a person must be a genuine believer or Christian.  This requires, on their part, to place their trust in Jesus Christ, and on God’s part, to spiritually regenerate that person with the Holy Spirit.  When this happens in a person’s life, their name is written in the universal Church’s “Member’s Log,” or as Scripture calls it, the Lamb’s Book of Life.  Naturally, this is also required to be a member of a local church.  In fact, only those who are members of the true Church should be eligible for membership in the local church.  The founders of the Evangelical Free Church of America experienced churches that did not have this requirement for church membership and it resulted in what they called “unregenerate memberships” and was not good for the church.  So, when the EFCA was started they wanted to include this article.  Enforcing this requirement for church membership does not create a 100 percent “regenerate membership,” however, it does do a good job of protecting the church from the alternative.  It also protects the church from false doctrine because most of the time not only does an “applicant” have to be a professing believer in Jesus to become a member of a local church but they also have to hold to the same beliefs on major Biblical Doctrines of the church.  This creates a unity of faith and doctrine, which is key to the health of a church.  Also, church membership in general, gives the church elders or leaders the authority to administer church discipline when necessary.  This is crucial to the sustained health of a body of believers and protects the church from possible lawsuits if church discipline is used.


Scripture supports Church membership.  In Acts 1, we see references that the disciples were keeping track of numbers and who belonged to their group.  Speaking of Judas, Acts 1:17 reads, “For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry.”  Also, in verse 15 is says, “In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty.  So, the church leaders are clearly keeping track of those who are a part of their group.  In fact, the King James Version translates the end of that verse as; “the number of names were about an hundred and twenty,” which implies that there was probably a list of names that were recorded much like a Membership Roll.  Finally, the third reference in Acts 1 can be seen in verse 26, which reads, “Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.”  In Acts 6 we see another example of the church keeping track of who were committed to Jesus and to their assembly because the 12 Apostles “gathered all of the disciples together” so that they could appoint leaders (deacons) in their group.  I do believe that these passages in Acts support church membership, however, there was one big difference from their context in Acts in relation to our context now.  Today, there is not much opposition to being apart of a church in America while for the early church there was.  So, anyone who associated with the church of Acts was much more likely to be a genuine, follower of Christ.
The Ordinances


Water baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances of the Church.  The word “ordinance” is used to refer to these two ceremonies because Jesus ordained them both during His time on earth.  The Catholic Church and some Protestants use the word “sacraments” instead of “ordinances.”  However, I feel that the term “sacrament” will convey a false purpose behind the two ceremonies to anyone who has had a connection with the Catholic Church.  This is because the Catholic Church, “teaches that these sacraments in themselves actually convey grace to people (without requiring faith from the persons participating in them)” (Grudem, 376).  However, the Bible clearly teaches that salvation is by grace through faith (Eph. 2) and so I think it wise to stay away from the term “sacrament” although I am not opposed to some Protestants using the term. There are spiritual benefits to being baptized and participating in the Lord’s Supper as a believer but they should not be regarded as means of salvation.  These two ordinances are also commanded by Jesus to be observed by the church during the present age.  In Matt. 28:19, Jesus commands His disciples to make more disciples and to baptize them.  Also, in Luke 22, Jesus has the first communion with the twelve disciples and ordains it as a special ceremony to be repeated until the marriage supper of the lamb.  We will now take closer looks at both of the church’s ordinances.


Baptism in the Bible was performed by completely immersing people in water.  The Greek word for baptism (baptizo) literally means “to plunge, dip, immerse,” and we see that John the Baptist baptized in the Jordan River and when he baptized Jesus, Mark 1:10 reads that Jesus “came up out of the water” (Grudem, 377).  Also, because I believe that baptism is an “outward symbol and proclamation of an inward change,” baptism by immersion is the most appropriate picture of what God does in a believer’s life.  Believer’s have union with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection and baptism portrays that (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12).  When a believer is immersed in the water it is a picture of death and burial.  When they come up out of the water it is a beautiful picture of resurrection and cleansing from their sin (Acts 22:16).  So, I do not advocate for baptism by sprinkling or pouring unless baptism by immersion is not possible for some reason.  The New Testament also shows that only those who give a believable profession of faith in Jesus should be baptized (Acts 2:41; Acts 8:12) (Grudem, 378).  In addition, because baptism is a symbol of the new life of a believer, only those who have experienced that new life (believer’s) should be baptized.  Some disagree with this and believe that infants should be baptized because it dispenses grace on them.  They also believe that baptism is necessary for salvation and that when a child is baptized it begins the work of regeneration in their lives.  This heresy is mainly a result of false teaching and practice of the Roman Catholic Church in the past.  The Bible is very clear that we are saved by grace through faith and not by works and not by baptism (Eph. 2).  The criminal who died next to Jesus was not baptized and yet Jesus said to him, “today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).  Baptism is a powerful way to proclaim and profess publicly our union with Christ and how He has given us new life but it is not necessary for salvation.  It is symbolic.


Unlike baptism, the Lord’s Supper is a recurring ordinance that believer’s observe many times.  Paul writes, “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (I Cor. 11:26).  So, the Lord’s Supper will continue to recur until Jesus returns and then we will be able to partake in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb in the perfect presence of God and His universal/eternal Church.  However, the Lord’s Supper is similar to Baptism in that it is a symbolic ceremony.  When we observe the Lord’s Supper we symbolically remember His death.  When the bread is broken it reminds us of when Jesus’ body was broken for us.  And when the cup is poured it symbolizes Jesus’ blood being spilt on our behalf.  The Lord’s Supper also symbolizes our participation as believer’s in the benefits of Christ’s death.  Grudem writes, “As we individually reach out and take the cup for ourselves, each one of us is by that action proclaiming, ‘I am taking the benefits of Christ’s death to myself.’  When we do this, we give a symbol of the fact that we participate or share in the benefits earned for us by Jesus’ death” (Grudem, 388-389).  A third symbol is that just as food nourishes our bodies, the Lord’s Supper provides nourishment for us spiritually and reminds us to look only to Christ as our Bread of Life and Living Water (John 6:53-57).  Fourthly, the Supper symbolizes and promotes the unity of believer’s (I Cor. 10:17).  Finally, the Lord’s Supper is a great picture that reminds us of Christ’s intimate love for us and that we will be with Him in the future (Grudem, 388-389).  


I do not believe that Jesus’ actual body and blood are taken when the Lord’s Supper is observed because during the original Lord’s Supper when Jesus said, “This is my body” and, “This is my blood,” He was using figurative language. Jesus does this many times in the Gospels.  For example, He said, “I am the true vine” in John 15:1 and also, “I am the door” in John 10:9.  Jesus did not mean that He is actually a door, and in the same way Jesus did not mean that the wine was actually his blood; He was using figurative language that would have been obvious to the disciples.  “Jesus is speaking of spiritual realities but using physical objects to teach us” (Grudem, 391).  For the same reason, I do not agree with the Lutheran view which holds that the physical body of Christ is present “in, with, and under” the bread of the Lord’s Supper; kind of like water is present in a sponge (Grudem, 391).  However, I do believe that the bread and wine are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus and that they visibly show that He is present during the Lord’s Supper; but there is nothing special about the actual elements in and of themselves.

Article VIII—Christian Living

God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and purpose.  2 Cor. 3:18 speaks of His sanctifying power in a believer’s life through the Holy Spirit.  It reads, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  A person who has experienced the justifying grace of God will also experience His sanctifying power and become more and more like Christ.  The two cannot be separated.  Also, Eph. 2:10 clearly shows that God saves people for a purpose and that “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Our progressive sanctification (becoming more like Christ) is one of His saving purposes in our lives.  This pushes hard against “Christians” who prayed a prayer once but continue to live their lives for their sake and not Christ’s and have no evidence of the Spirit’s sanctifying power in their lives.  James 2:14-26 is a great passage that deals with this issue.  For example, James 2:17 says, “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  If someone experiences true justification by God’s grace, God’s sanctifying power and purpose naturally follow.  This is as natural as a fruit tree bearing fruit (Matt. 7:15-13).


God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially (Mark 12:29-31).  This is the greatest commandment.  God wants us to love Him with our whole being—with everything.  The apostle John explains that we love God by obeying His commands (I John 2; John 14:21; I John 5:3).  This is extremely sobering in a culture where we think we love God if we enjoy singing praise songs to Him.  Also, God commands us to love others like we love ourselves.  “Others” is all inclusive.  We must love our friends (Gal. 6:9-10) and our enemies (Matt. 5:43-48).  A great example of this love can be seen in the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  Loving the way God desires will require sacrifice.  Jesus calls us to love each other like He loves us, and He loved us by sacrificing everything for us (John 13:34).  Of course, this includes caring for one another as believers.  There are numerous “one another” passages in the New Testament that speak of encouraging, admonishing, teaching, etc. to build up the body of believers (John 13:34-35; Gal. 6:10; Rom. 12:10).

Similarly, God commands the church to show compassion toward the poor and to seek justice for the oppressed.  These are strong biblical themes (Deut. 15:11; Psalm 82:3-4; Prov. 14:31; Prov. 29:7; Isa. 1:17; Micah 6:8; Luke 16:19-31; James 1:22).  Unfortunately, in most Evangelical circles they have received little emphasis.  However, there is a movement of Evangelical believers rising up to give the these ministries good attention.  This ministry does not “supplant or replace the gospel, but rather is one important aspect of outworking of the true biblical gospel as we live out our faith in the world” (Commentary).


With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we are to combat the spiritual forces of evil.  There is spiritual warfare.  We as believers are right in the middle of it and are on the frontlines (Eph 6:10-19).  God has given us power through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 7-8) to help us in the battle.  He has also given us His Word (the sword) to fight with (Eph. 6:17; Luke 4:1-13).  And finally, another powerful way to combat the spiritual forces of evil is through prayer in the name of Jesus Christ (Eph. 18-20).  We must not forget that we have determined enemies and should take every precaution and make every effort to be ready for battle.


In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make disciples among all people (Matt. 28:19).  Believers should have a missional attitude about evangelizing and discipling people of all races, ethnicities, and nations.  “God’s gospel is for the world, and we have been commissioned to take it to everyone” (Commentary).  And while doing all of this, we should always be bearing witness to the Gospel in word and deed.  “In word,” meaning we must speak and share the message of Jesus Christ and the Gospel.  “In deed,” meaning we must live in a way that is pleasing to God (be Christlike).

Article IX—Christ’s Return

Jesus Christ is going to return.  The Bible is crystal clear on this.  Jesus spoke about His second coming often (Matt. 24:44; John 14:3).   His disciples also teach that He will come again (I Thess. 4:16; Heb. 9:28; James 5:8; 2 Pet. 3:10).  In fact, in the last chapter of the Bible (a fitting place) Jesus says, “Surely I am coming soon,” and John responds with, “Amen, Come Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20).


Jesus’ return will be personal.  What I mean by this is that Jesus—the person who walked on Earth, died on the cross, was buried, raised to life, and ascended into heaven—“will come in the same way” the disciples saw him ascend into heaven (Acts 1:11).  So, Jesus will visibly return (Rev. 1:7) and it will be a bodily return.


Jesus’ return will also be premillennial.  This means that Jesus will return before the millennium (or long period of time) where Satan will be bound and Jesus will reign with His people on earth (Rev. 20:1-6).  Passages like Isaiah 65:20 speak of a time that does not fit in the “present age” or in the “eternal state” which supports that there will be a “greater” period of time in the future (the millennium).  Here is a list of other passages similar to that one (Ps. 72:8-14; Isa. 11:2-9; I Cor. 15:24).  Rev. 2:26-27 also speaks of a future period of time when believers will rule with Christ over people with a “rod of iron.”  That forceful ruling would not fit in the eternal state after evil is done away with so it must be referring to a future period of time but before the eternal state (Grudem, 444).  Finally, the phrase, “came to life” in Rev. 20 is not figurative, but is talking about a physical resurrection like Christ’s.  This resurrection is yet to occur in the future (I Cor. 15).


This is a more debated topic among evangelicals.  I will quickly point out the other two main views on when the millennium will occur.  The first is amillennialism.  Amillennialists believe that there is no future millennium but rather that we are presently in the “long period of time” of Christ’s reign.  They view the “present church age” as being the spiritual millennial rule of Christ and that the souls of believers are spiritually reigning with Jesus in heaven.  So, the “coming to life” in Rev. 20:1-6 is not interpreted as a physical, bodily resurrection but rather a spiritual “coming to life” which occurs at conversion.  Also, “the amillennialist argues that this binding of Satan in Rev. 20:1-3 is for a specific purpose: ‘that he should deceive the nations no more’ (v. 3)” (Grudem, 440).  So, the fact that there has been worldwide missionary activity since Jesus’ life is reason to believe, for the amillennialist, that some power of Satan has been broken.   So, when Jesus returns there will be the resurrection of believers and unbelievers, judgement, and the new heaven and new earth.


The third main view on when the millennium will occur is postmillennialism.  Postmillennialists believe that Jesus’ second coming will come after the future millennium.  Their view is that the world (society) will gradually continue to become more influenced by Christians until there is worldwide Christian dominance.  Once this is achieved the millennium (or long period of time) will begin and Jesus will return at the end of the millennium to resurrect all people, judge, and establish the new heaven and new earth.  They do not believe that Jesus will physically reign on earth for the millennium.  Postmillennialists are very optimistic about the world’s societal future and the influence the Gospel can have on the entire world.


Jesus’ return is imminent.  Or in other words—Jesus could return at any moment!  (Matt. 24:42-44; cf. vv. 36-39; 25:13 Mark 13:32-33; Luke 12:40; I Cor. 16:22; 1 Thess. 5:2; et al.).  There is solid Biblical support for this truth.  However, the Bible also speaks of “signs” that will happen before Christ’s return such as; 1) the Gospel being preached to all nations (Mark 13:10); 2) the great tribulation (Mark 13:19-20); 3) false prophets working signs and wonders (Mark 13:22); 4) signs in the heavens (Mark 13:24-26); and the list goes on.  So, if some of these signs have not happened can Christ come back?  How do we know if these signs haven’t happened already?  Or, how quickly could the signs take place?  These two teachings of Christ leave a lot of questions regarding his return.  However, the point of His teaching is 1) that we be ready and expectant for Jesus’ return because it will come like a thief in the night and 2) that when we notice some of the “signs” happening it will “intensify our expectation of Christ’s return.  Jesus said, ‘Now when these things begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near’ (Luke 21:28)” (Grudem, 433).  Be ready!  Jesus’ return is immanent!

For Christians, the promised return of Christ is their “Blessed Hope” (Titus 2:13) and has a vital bearing on the personal life and service of the believer.  Christians know the end of the story who is going to be victorious—Jesus!  This gives great encouragement and hope to believers in a way that they can live for their King with eternity in mind.  The imminence of Christ’s return also creates a sense of urgency because of those who don’t know Jesus.  Believers desire to evangelize and share the message of reconciliation not knowing how long it will be before Christ returns.  Finally, the fact that Christ will return is a reminder to live a life pleasing to God and according to His word.

Article X—Response and Eternal Destiny

At some point in the future all of the dead will have a bodily resurrection (John 5:28, 29; Rev. 20:11-15).  Believers will be resurrected when Christ returns and will reign with him throughout the millennium (Rev. 20).  Non-believers, however, will be resurrected at the end of the millennium to face judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). 


Believers will receive glorified bodies (I Cor. 15; Rom. 8:23-28).  Those who die before Christ comes back; they will be raised to life when He returns (I Thess 4:14-16).  Believers who are still alive will have their physical bodies immediately changed (glorified) when Christ returns (I Cor. 15:51-52).  What will our glorified bodies be like?  Our glorified bodies will be “imperishable”.  They will not wear out or grow old or get sick or die.  Our glorified bodies will be “raised in glory” (meaning that they will be attractive and beautiful to a degree not yet seen.  Our glorified bodies will be “raised in power.”  In other words, they will be full of strength and physically capable of what God intended for them in the beginning.  Finally, our glorified bodies will be “raised a spiritual body.”  This is the best attribute of them all.  “In the Pauline epistles, the word spiritual never means nonphysical but rather ‘consistent with the character and activity of the Holy Spirit” (Grudem, 357).  In other words, our glorified bodies will have an amazing and perfect union with the Holy Spirit and will be the way God intended them to be (1 Cor. 15: 42-44, 49; Grudem, 357).


Every person will face judgment at the end of the millennium (Rev. 20:11-15; Acts 17:30-31; Rom. 2:5; I Cor. 4:5).  This is consistent with Scripture that speaks of a Holy, Righteous and Just God who owns vengeance.  There will be no sin that goes unpunished.  Righteousness will be rewarded and wickedness punished.  Jesus Christ is the Judge (Acts 10:42) and he will set everything right.  The actions and ways of people will be brought to light and their will be degrees of punishment for unbelievers (Luke 12:47-48; Luke 20:47) and degrees of reward for believers (Rev. 11:18; 2 Cor. 5:10; I Cor. 3:12-15).  However, the main punishment or reward will depend on whether or not someone’s name has been written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 20:15).  Those who have their names written in that book have placed their faith in Jesus Christ and will have eternal life with Him.  Those who have not put their faith in Christ will spend eternity in hell (John 3:16).


After the Great White Throne Judgment the believer will go to heaven and experience everlasting blessedness and joy with the Lord (Rev. 22:3).  Believers will live with God eternally in an “entirely renewed creation” (Grudem, 465).  In Scripture, heaven is actually the place where God most fully makes His presence known (Grudem, 466).  “The physical creation will be renewed and we will continue to exist and act in it” (Grudem, 467).  It will be beautiful, joyous, peaceful, and perfect.


On the other hand, after the Great White Throne Judgment, the unbeliever will go to hell and experience everlasting and conscious punishment (Matt. 25:46).  It will be horrible.  Matt. 25:46 shows us that hell will be a place of eternal punishment.  Matt. 25:30 shows us that hell will be a place of conscious punishment because there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


Studying Eschatology and having a right, Biblical view of the end times is important because it effects how we live our lives.  For example, because we as believers know that hell is a real place that unbelievers will go if they don’t trust in Jesus, it spurs us on to tell them about Jesus because the love of Christ is in us.  Also, because we know God will reward believers for the way we live our lives, it motivates us to “live lives pleasing to Him.”  And finally, because we know that heaven is a real place for us believers, it strengthens our hearts to persevere and take up our crosses and follow Jesus in this life.
Current Doctrinal Issues
Satan, Demons, Spiritual Warfare

Satan exists (Job 1:6, 7; Matt. 4:10; Rev. 20:2).  He was once an angel but grew prideful and tried to take the place of God.  He did not succeed but was rather thrown out of heaven by God (Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12-18).   Angels who were deceived by Satan or willingly chose to follow him are called demons.  Demons are fallen angels who submit to and serve Satan (Matt. 12:26).  Satan is in no way equal to God.  Satan is not all-powerful, all-knowing, or all-present (Job 1 and 2) but is rather a created being.  Satan is strong and powerful and is called the “Prince of this world” (John 14:30) but this is only because God allows it.  Satan and demons are in direct opposition to God and His kingdom.  There is an invisible, spiritual realm where angels are engaged in combat with Satan and demons (Eph. 5:10-18).  The main battleground is the souls of people.  Satan and his kingdom come to steal, kill, and destroy while Jesus and the kingdom he brings come to give abundant life (John 10:10).  Practically, as believers we can fight against spiritual evil by praying in the power of Jesus and proclaiming the truth of God’s Word.

Homosexuality and Other Sexual Perversions

Homosexuality is wrong (I Cor. 6:9).  However, looking at a woman lustfully is equally as wrong in the sight of God.  We are all sinners that deserve to go to hell (Rom. 3:23).  So, we need to repent of all sexual sin whether it is homosexuality, fornication, adultery, or a wandering eye (Eph. 5:3).  Are people born homosexual?  It doesn’t matter.  We are all born sinners.  It is only through the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit that we can turn to God and away from sin.  We need to repent of all sexual sin.

Abortion, Infanticide, and Euthanasia


Abortion is a sin and is equal to murder.  We see in Psalm 139 that God is intricately involved in forming a baby in the womb.  This passage along with the fact that John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit inside the womb (Luke 1:15) lead me to believe that life begins at conception.  I know that sometimes abortion is the only option in order to save the mother’s life and my heart goes out to any who have been faced with that terrible decision.  In those rare instances I’m not sure what God would want.  Also, we see in Matthew 18:6 that God cares deeply for children (the least of these).  So, infanticide is evil in the sight of God.  Whether euthanasia is right or wrong depends a lot on the specific circumstances.  However, the reasons or motives for why a person would decide to let someone die are the significant factors.  Would it be done out of selfishness or love?  How would you want to be treated if the tables were turned?  Do you need to hold on or let go?

Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage

God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16).  Therefore God’s people should hate it as well. 


God instituted the sacred union of marriage between a man (Adam) and a woman (Eve) in Genesis chapter two.  Many years later, Jesus refers back to this when he is asked by some Pharisees, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” (Mark 10:2).  Jesus responds by saying, “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’  ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”  Jesus points out to the Pharisees that marriage is a spiritual, physical, and sacred union of two people that God has brought about.  So, to break that union and covenant is not pleasing to God.  Jesus also points out in Mark 10 that if a man or woman divorces their spouse and marries again they are committing adultery (Mark 10:11, 12).  We also see in I Corinthians 7, commands against divorce.  From these passages it is clear that divorce is not a light matter and it is not God honoring.


In light of these passages and God’s love, mercy, and faithfulness, I strongly believe that initiating a divorce should not be an option for a genuine follower of Jesus Christ unless they experience patterned, unrepentant, unfaithfulness or harmful behavior from his or her spouse.  Matthew 19:9 provides the loophole for a believer to initiate a divorce.  It reads, “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”  So a person, whose spouse cheated on them, can divorce their spouse and not commit adultery if they marry again.  However, in light of Jesus’ character and I Cor. 7, I do not believe that this is what Jesus would want.  Even though a person could have every right to get a divorce if his or her spouse cheated on them, I believe that if that person is a Christian they should first show mercy and forgiveness and try to bring reconciliation out of love for their spouse.  The Bible teaches forgiveness (Matt. 18:21).  God has forgiven us of our betrayal and in the same way we should forgive those who wrong us.  However, if the unfaithful spouse is unrepentantly continueing in their betrayal, I believe that initiating a divorce is an option but should be a last resort.  


On the other side, if a believer’s spouse initiates a divorce, they should do what they can to save the marriage but if it still ends in divorce they should not feel guilty about it (if they stayed martially faithful).  They may have been a horrible husband or wife, or they may have been a good and loving husband or wife but either way the one in the wrong is the initiator of the divorce.  Also, for “unequally yoked” marriages, see I Cor. 7:12-16.


If we, as believers, hate divorce as much as God does and love our spouse as much as Christ loves the church, the divorce rate for Christians will be very minimal.

Worship Style

God alone is worthy of worship.  We worship God in many ways but one of them is through singing and making music to Him and for Him.  We are called countless times in Scripture to praise God with music (Psalm 150).  However, the Bible says nothing of the type of music we are to use.  Praise God for that!  He leaves the door open for us to use anything from traditional hymns to Hip Hop.  God does not care about what style of music we use but He does care that we worship Him.  However, we should be careful to use styles of music that the people in the church can relate to.  A person could go to a farm town in Nebraska and mainly use Hip Hop in the church services but it probably wouldn’t minister to the hearts of those people the best.  More important than style, is the message of our songs.   They need to line up with the Truth of Scripture.  

Use of Alcohol

The Bible does not say that drinking alcohol is wrong.  However, the Bible does teach that we should not get drunk (Eph. 5:18) or be controlled by alcohol.  It also teaches that we should reach a personal conviction on the topic and decide for ourselves whether or not it is okay to drink alcohol.  If we decide that it is okay, then we should enjoy it and thank God for it but not brag about it or do it in the company of believers who have personally decided not to.  Similarly, if we decide that it is not okay, we should be true to our conviction and abstain but not condemn believers who have personally decided that drinking alcohol is okay (Romans 14:1-23).  Personally, I have decided that drinking an occasional margarita, glass of wine, etc. is fine as long as I don’t do it in the company of anyone that I’m not sure of their stance on the issue. 
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