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BIOGRAPHY

I was born at an early age to Christian parents and had five other siblings. In the sixth grade I asked Jesus to be my Savior yet not until I went away to college did I make him my Lord. I wanted to live my life in such a way that would glorify Him and therefore wanted to marry a man with the same desire. While working at Dallas Theological Seminary, I met my soon-to-be husband training to be a pastor/missionary. Once we were married God slowly revealed to us that to best utilize our gifts and glorify him He wanted us to start church here in the United States. Five children and six churches later we still are working to glorify the Lord in all we do.

DOCTRINAL

God
Creation:  He began to create the universe when nothing else existed. All things visible and invisible were created through him and by faith we understand and believe. Materialism is the most common philosophy among nonbelievers today. They deny the existence of God and say the material universe is all that exists. Pantheism is the belief that the universe and everything that exists is part of God or is God. The belief that God and the universe have co-existed from the beginning of time is called Dualism. Deism is the belief that God is not directly involved in creation or the world today. The Scriptures emphasize that God created people for his glory. Throughout history, creation finds itself in conflict with modern science. One theory believes that matter has always existed and that God had no part in it. Hence, the “big bang” theory. Theistic evolution believes in God and in evolution. Those that hold onto this belief think God intervened at crucial times in creation; at the beginning to create matter, then the simplest life forms and then creation of man. Beyond these exemptions, they believe that the random mutations of living things changed and evolved into higher forms of life. Another point of dissention among Christians is choosing the date of the earth. One theory, which agrees with the modern science position, believes the earth is 4.5 billion years old and is called “old earth”. The “young earth” theories say that secular scientific data are incorrect. They put the earth at about 10,000 to 20,000 years old. (Gen 1:1-24, 2, Jn 1:3, 17:3, Acts 17:24, Heb 11:3, Col 1:16, I Cor 2:10, 11:8-9, 8:6, Job 20:28, 33:4, Ps 19:1-2,  33, 104:30, Jer 10:12 Is 40:13, 43:7, Ex 20:12, Pr 24:10, 25:13, Eccl 7:14, Rev 4:11, Rom 1:1, 2 Cor 11:7, 1 Pet 1:20)
Attributes: The incommunicable attributes of God are those He does not share or communicate to others. For example, God is unchangeable, omnipresent, and omnipotent. The communicable attributes of God are those He does share with us. For example, God is mercy, love, knowledge, peace, and joy. As we reflect on these, we will realize there is no completely incommunicable attribute of God or completely communicable attribute of God. Therefore we will say that the incommunicable are attributes of God that are less shared by us, and the communicable are attributes of God that are shared with us to some degree.

God does not need His creation or us for anything, yet we are created for His glory, to bring Him joy and delight. He gives men life and breathe and everything we need to live. God exists by virtue of His very nature. He is the Creator; all else is created and dependent on Him. He created man in His image and has given us value and meaning. He shares His favor with us. (Eph 1:11-12, Jn 1:3, Rom 11:35-36, Job 41:11, Ps 50:10-12)

Immutable:  unchanging, in His purpose, being, perfections, and promises. God is eternal and perfect; existing before the heavens and earth was made and will exist after it is destroyed. When God determines something to happen, it will because His purpose is unchanging. (Ps 33:11, 102:35-27, Mal 3:6, Heb 1:11-12, 13:8)

Infinite and Personal:  God personally interacts with you and me even though he is greater than all his creation and does not share our limitations.
Eternity:  God has no beginning or end, He sees all time at the same time because He has no succession of moments, yet He sees events in time and acts in time. God is timeless and always exists. (Ps 90:2, 4, Job 36:26, Rev 1:8, 4:8, Gen 1:1, Jn 1:3, I Cor 8:6, Col 1:16, Heb 1:2 Jude 25, 2 Pet 3:8, Is 46:9-10)

Omnipresence:  God is unlimited or infinite in regards to time and space. His whole being is present at every point of space and yet He acts differently in different places, even in hell. He is present in different ways in different places, to sustain us or to bless us. (1 Kings 8:29, Is 39:2, 66:1-2, Acts 7:28, Ps 16:11, 139:7-10, Jer 23:23-24, Deut 10:14, Amos 9:1-4, Heb 1:3, Col 1:17, Pr 15:29)  

Unity:  We see different attributes of God emphasized at different times, yet everything He does is an act of His whole person. He is not divided into parts. Every attribute is completely true of God and His attributes. (I Jn 1:5, 4:8)

Spirituality:  He is Spirit, He does not have a physical body like we do and He is not made of any kind of matter like the rest of creation. Nevertheless, we do worship Him in spirit, are united with the Lord’s spirit, which then the Holy Spirit bears witness of our adoption into God’s family and went we die we go into the Lord’s presence. (Jn 4:24, Ex 20:4, Phil 3:3, I Cor 6:17, 14:14, Rom 8:16, Ecc 12:7, Lk 23:46, Heb 12:23, Phil 1:23-24)

Invisibility:  The total essence of who God is, His Spiritual being, will never be seen by us, although He does show Himself to us through visible things like his creation. Man cannot see him face to face, but have seen an appearance of God where he took on various visible forms to show himself. Although we do not see him now, someday in the heavenly city we will worship him, we shall see him as he is, face to face. (I Cor 13:12, I Jn 1:18, 3:2, 14:9,  Rev 22:3-4, I Tim 6:16, Gen 18:1-33, 32:28-30, Ex 13:21-22, 24:9-11, 33:11, 20,  Judg 13:21-22, Is 6:1)

Omniscience:  God knows himself fully and everything else, actual and possible. He is perfect in his knowledge lacking nothing and we therefore cannot comprehend his thoughts. God wants us to know Him deeply. (I Jn 3:20, Job 28:24, 37:16, I Cor 2:10-11, Heb 4:13, 2 Chron 16:9, Matt 10:29-30)

Wisdom:  He always chooses the best goals and the way to accomplish those goals. God’s decisions about what he does will always bring about the best results through the best possible means. God’s wisdom is seen specifically in creation and in peoples’ lives. If we love God he works everything in our lives for good, conforming us into his image. We can ask God to give us his wisdom in circumstances and he will. (Ps 19:7, 104:24, 111:10, Deut 4:6-8, Pr 1:7, 9:3-13, James 1:5, Rom 8:29, 16:27) 

Truthfulness:  He is the only true God, the living God, and the everlasting King. Every word and all his knowledge are true and the final standard of truth. God is reliable and faithful in his words. He always does what he promises and we can depend on him. (Jer 10:10-11, Jn 17:3, I Jn 5:20, Job 37:16, Deut 32:4, Num 23:19, 2 Sam 7:28, Ps 141:6)

Goodness:  All that God is and does is worthy of approval, since He is perfect. Therefore, He is the final standard of what is good. Since He is the highest standard of goodness we can conclude that whatever He approves is also good being consistent with His character. Likewise, whatever God does is worthy of approval and therefore good. This is evident in creation because He is the source of all that is good. (Luke 18:19, Gen 1:31, James 1:17, Ps 84:11, 100:5, 106:1, 107:1, 145:9, Acts 14:17, Matt 7:11, Heb 12:10)

Love:  It is part of God’s nature to give of himself in order to bring blessing or benefit for others. Even before creation God’s love was evident in his relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit makes heaven a place of love and joy because each seeks to bring joy and happiness to the other. We are to imitate this attribute of God by loving him in return and loving others. If we love God, we will want to imitate him. (I Jn 2:15, 4:8, 10, 19, 5;3, Jn 3:16, 14:31, 17:24, Rom 5:8, Matt 22:37-38)

Holiness:  God is separated from all sin and is devoted to bringing himself honor. He himself is the Most Holy One, also referred to as the “Holy One of Israel”. As part of his family, we are to imitate him and live a life of holiness. Not only as individuals, but also as a church and a nation we are to be set apart and devote ourselves to God and his purpose. (Lev 19:2, 11:44-45, 20:26, I Peter 1:16, Ex 19:4-6, Heb. 12:14, 10, Eph 5:26-27, Zech 14:20-21, Ps 71:22, 78:41, 89:18, Is 1:4, 5:19, 24)

Righteousness/Justice: God always acts in ways that are right and is therefore the final standard of what is right. Since he is righteous/just, it is necessary that he treat man according to what he deserves. Consequently, God’s punishment of sin is rightly deserved. Therefore, whoever conforms to God’s moral character is right since he is the final standard. (Deut 32:4, Is 45:19, Rom 3:25-26, Job 40:2, 8)

Jealousy:  God is deeply committed to and continually seeks to protect his own honor. It is healthy for us spiritually to realize that God alone deserves all glory and honor. (2 Cor 11:2, Ex. 10:5, 34:4, Deut 4:24, 5:9, I Cor 4:7, Rev 4:11 Is 48:11)

Wrath:  God intensely hates everything that is sin. Although as we think of God’s wrath his patience is also revealed. He is slow to anger and abounding in love. His purpose for delaying the day of wrath is that more people will come to repentance. (Rom 1:18, 2:4-5, 8, 5:9-10, 9:22, Ps 103:8-9, Eph 2:3, Ex 32:9-10, Deut 9:7-8, 29:23, 2 Kings 22:13, Col 3:6, I Thess 1:10, 2:16, 5:9, Heb 3:11, Rev 6:16-17, 19:15)

Will:  God’s will is the final and ultimate reason for everything that happens. He accomplishes all things according to his will. All things are created as to his will and are predestined by his will. God’s revealed will concerns what we should do or what he commands us to do. His hidden will determines everything that will happen that we do not know about. (Eph 1:10-11, 23, 3:9, 4:10, Col 1:16-17, Rom 11:36, I Cor 8:6, 15:27-28, Rev 4:11, Acts 4:27-28, James 4:13-15, I Peter 3:17, Matt 11:25-26, , 28, I Tim 2:4, 2 Peter 3:9)

Omnipotence:  God is all-powerful so therefore there is no limit on his power to do whatever he decides. Nothing is too hard for him, and all things are possible. We can have the confidence that if God wanted to do something He could. However, after saying this there are some things God cannot do. Only that which is consistent with his character can he do. (Gen 18:14, Jer 32:27, Matt 19:26, Eph 3:20, Luke 1:37, 2 Cor 6:18, Rev 1:8, 2 Tim 2:13, Titus 1:2, James 1:13)

Perfection:  God completely possess all excellent qualities and lacks nothing that is excellent. (Ps 18:30, Deut 32:4, Matt 5:48)

Blessedness:  God fully delights in himself and all that reflects his character. We therefore, are to imitate him and find delight and happiness in all that pleases God. (Pr 8:30-31, Zeph 3:17, Gen 1:31)

Beauty:  God is the culmination of every desirably quality. Affirming this attribute reminds us that all our good and righteous desires, or ones that ought to be in us, find ultimate fulfillment in God alone. (Ps 27:4, 73:25)

Trinity: This means three-in-oneness that is three persons in one God. These persons are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, of which each is fully God yet there is one God. Although the word trinity is not found in the Bible, the concept and teaching is found throughout Scripture. (Gen 1:26, Matt 3:16-17, 18:19).


Each person is distinct from the other and has different functions. The Son, Jesus, is our High Priest, our Advocate. He died for our sins, rose, and is seated on the right hand of God the Father. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us before the Father and lives inside us. He helps us know the thoughts of God, speaking and teaching, evaluating and approving wise counsel. (Jn 14:26, 16:7, 15:26, 17:24, I Jn 2:1, Heb 7:25, Rom 8:16, 26-27, Matt 28:19, I Cor 2:10-11, 12:11, Acts 16:6-7, 8:29, 13:2, 15:28, Eph 4:30)


Each person is fully God yet one God. God the Father is clearly God. He is the Alpha and Omega, creator of everything. The Son is sometimes referred to as “the Word” He is with God and is God. Jesus is referred to as my Lord and my God, and encourages others to believe. The Holy Spirit is also fully God. People are baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Gen 1:1, 17:1, 7, Deut 6:4, I Sam 2:2 Rev 1:8, 21:6, 22:13, Jn 20:25-31, Matt 18:19, I Cor 12:4-6, 2 Cor 13:14, Eph 4:4-6, I Peter 1:2, Jude 10-21, Acts 5:4-5, Ps 110:1) 

Modalism: This is the belief that God is not really three different persons but really one person who can reveal himself three different ways at different times. In the Old Testament, he was the Father, in the New Testament, he was the Christ, and after his death, he was the Holy Spirit. (Jn 10:30, 14:9) 

Arianism: comes from a bishop named Arius, who taught that only God existed. Therefore, God the Father created the Son and Holy Spirit and before that time they did not exist. Consequently, the Son and Holy Spirit are said to be like or similar to the Father by not of the same nature.

Trithesim: As a result, to simply the concept of a three-in-one God, here they saying that God is three persons and each are fully God. Therefore, there are three Gods. This concept believes that each does not know what the other is doing and therefore acts in accordance to what you are doing.
Even though there are three different persons in the Trinity, God is only one being. Consequently, the three persons have the same function and purpose. It is said that God is one, the Lord is one, there is no other, and believe that God is one. God is the Angel of Jehovah, the Prince of Peace. (Is 45:5-6, Rom3:30, I Tim 2:5, James 2:19, Deut 6:4-5)

The Bible

General Revelation is the knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law that comes through creation to all humanity. When God created the world, He revealed himself and all of his qualities through creation. Those who are willing to see can see these evidences of God in creation all around us. Therefore, man can see and understand that God exists, that he is the Creator and we are part of his creation and therefore is without excuse. The scriptures cannot be changed and interpreted differently. The Bible is not part of the Word of God, but is the Word of God. (Acts 14:17, Rom. 1, 2:1, 15, Ps. 19:1-6, 2 Tim 3:16-17, 2 Pet 1:19-21)
Special Revelation is God’s words addressed to specific people, including the words of the Bible. This special revelation includes the words of the Old Testament prophets, the New Testament apostles, and Jesus’ spoken words here on this earth. This is to be distinguished from general revelation, which was given to all people generally. All revelation is complete. (Heb. 1:3, Deut. 18:18-20, Jer. 1:9, Ex. 31, 32:16)

Inspiration is spoken by God, or God-breathed. All the words in the scriptures are God’s words. God has exhaled (spoken) and influenced writers to write exactly what he wanted them to write in the Bible. (2 Tim. 3:16-17, Matt. 1:22, Isa. 7:14, Matt. 4:4, Joel 2:28-32, Lk 1:70, Jn.5:45-47, Acts 2:16, 3:18, 21, 28:25, Rom. 1:2, 3:2, 9:18, I Cor. 9:8-1, Heb. 1:1-2, 6-7)

Illumination is the Holy Spirit opening our spiritual eyes to see, understand, and comprehend the Word of God. For anyone who is a believer, the Holy Spirit lives inside us to help us discern God’s will and understand his word. The Holy Spirit will open out spiritual eyes to His understand and our hearts will desire to do His will. (Lk 24:32-32, Jn 1, 3, Col. 1:9-10, I Cor. 2:10-16)

The original manuscripts affirm the inerrancy of scripture: there is no error. The Bible is God’s word and therefore if we disobey or disbelieve the Bible we are disobeying or disbelieving God. The word of God is pure and truthful in everything it says. The characteristic of God’s speech is never false and has no errors, even though spoken through man. (Prov. 30:5, Ps. 12:6, Jn 17:7, Num. 23:19, 2 Sam. 7:28, Tit. 1:2, Heb 6:18)

Scripture is not able to lead us astray in matters of faith and practice. The bible was written to teach us what we should believe and how we should live. (Ps 119:96, Acts 13:14)

Lists of all the books that belong in the Bible are known as the Canon of the Scriptures. The Old Testament begins with the Ten Commandments which God himself wrote. Throughout Israel’s history, men appointed by God added to the written word of God, and are recognized as God’s words in written form. The Scriptures are complete and not to be added too. As we read the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit works in us to reveal his will in the books we have. (Deut. 4:2, Ex. 31:18, I Sam. 10:25, I Chron. 29:29, I Kings 16:7, Jer. 30:2, Heb. 4:12).

Systematic theology is the study of what God wants us to believe and to know, while the emphasis in Christian ethics is on what God wants us to do and what attitudes he wants us to have.
The Human Condition
There is much disagreement among Christians on the aspect of the providence of God, especially in reference to God’s relationship to our free will and choices. We will look at two at two positions:  Calvinism and Arminianism. Gen 1:26, Rom 5:1, 12, Tit 3:3-7
Calvinism:  God is continually involved with all created things. He keeps them existing the way He created them by upholding them with the power of His words. God sustains creation and gives it a sense of meaningful action. God directs the action of His creation, to cause them to act the way they do. He accomplishes all things, or brings this about, according to His will. He influences our desires and decisions as he leads them to fulfill His purposes. This leads us to believe that our words, actions, dreams, and abilities are from God for the purpose of bringing Him glory. (Ps 33:14-15, 139:16, 148:8, Acts 17:28, Heb 1:3, Col 1:17, Neh 9:6, Eph 1:11, Phil 4:19, 2:13, Matt 6:11, I Cor 4:7)

Several times in the Bible we are told that God brings about evil deeds through the willing actions of men, not that God directly is doing evil. In all this, God is glorified through the demonstration of His justice, holiness, and power. (Gen 37, 45:5, 50:20, Phil 2:13, Jer 1:5, 10:23, Ex 4, 7- 11, 14, Rom 9:14-24)

Arminianism:  Many evangelicals hold the position that in order for man to have real human freedom and real human choices, God cannot cause or plan our choices. Therefore, God’s involvement in history does not include all the details of event, but in reality, He is responding to our choices and acting in a way that His purposes are accomplished in the world. Consequently, God’s purpose in the world could be accomplished through different kinds of events.
Ultimately, God created us for his glory. He did not need us for any reason, in any way. We are significant and of great importance to Him and should therefore live accordantly. We are to enjoy God and delight in our relationship with Him. Practically speaking, when we live in a way that glorifies Him, we then begin to experience the joy of the Lord as never before. In addition, when we realize that God is rejoicing in our relationship with him, our joy becomes inexpressible and filled to overflowing. (Jn 10:10, 17:5, 24, I Pet 1:8, Isa 43:7, Eph 1:11-12, I Cor 10:31, Ps 16:11, 27:4)

There are three basic views on the nature of man: Trichotomy – the view that man is made up of three parts, body, soul and spirit, Dichotomy – that mans soul and spirit are the same and therefore we are made of two parts, body and soul/spirit, Monism – the view that man is one element; that soul and spirit means the person himself.

Man became a living being when God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, creating him a unified person with body and soul. Soul refers to the entire nonphysical part of man. God is made up of three elements: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Man is also made up of three elements: body, son and spirit. God created man in His image, being both male and female. This exemplifies several things: a harmonious relationship between the two, equality and importance in each and the different roles and authority they have. This also shows the plurality of persons within God. Since there are different roles and authority within the God-Head, we should expect differences in His creation. Man is to reflect the character of God and therefore should recognize the different roles and authority He created between male and female. (Gen 1:1-2, 26-31, 2:7, 5:1-2, Eph 5, Rom 8:10, Col 1:5, 2:5, 1 Cor 5:3, 7:34, 15:51-54, 2 Cor 7:1, Jn 4:24, Phil 3:3)

Man is created like God and in the image of God. After the fall, the image of God in us is distorted and we are less fully like Him. Therefore, life is a progression, growing more and more into a likeness of God. We are conformed to the image of Christ. (Gen 9:6, Eccl. 7:29, James 3:9, Rom 8:29, 2 Cor 3:18, Col 3:10, 1 Jn 3:2)

Sin is the consequence of the fall. Woman was deceived by Satan in the Garden of Eden into thinking she would become like God. As a result, man is separated from God and condemned to hell because of this sin. The only way man can live with God again is to believe and accept Him into his heart, to change the way he lives and do what pleases and glorifies God, not himself. 
Jesus Christ

Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb through the Holy Spirit and had no earthly father. She was pledged to Joseph and pregnant before she knew him or any man. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her she would have a son, that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and the power of the Most High would overshadow her. The child would be called holy, the Son of God. (Matt 1:20)
Since salvation cannot come through human effort but only through the effort of God, this is why the Son of God was born. Jesus Christ is truly human because of the virgin birth unites his deity and humanity in one person. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, not the son of man. (Matt 1:18-25, Lk 1:26-38, Gal 4:4-5, Col 1:15f)

    The word theos, “God”, is used for God the Father. There are several passages where it is also used to refer to Jesus Christ in the Old and New Testament. For example, in Isaiah, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called ‘Wonderful Counselor, Might God...” (Jn 1:1, 1:18, 20:28, Rom 9:5, Titus 2:13, Heb 1:3, 8, 9:24, Ps 45:6, 2 Peter 1:1, Isa 9:6)

Sometimes the word lord (kyrios) is used as sir or master, indicating someone superior of over you. This same word is used in the Old Testament and translated into Hebrew as yhwh, “Yahweh” or “the Lord or “Jehovah.” Several places in scripture the word “Lord” or “the Lord” is referring to Christ. Other words and passages are also used to claim deity for Christ. (Luke 2:11, 6:46, John 4:1l, Ps 110:1, I Cor 8:6, 12:3, 15:3-4, Matt 3:3, 6:24, 13:27, 21:30-40, 27:63, 28:20)

The life of Jesus also shows his divine character. His omnipotence is demonstrated when he stilled the storm at sea with a spoken word. Jesus multiplied the fishes and loaves, and changed the water into wine. When He said, “Before Abraham was, I am” and “I am the Alpha and the Omega” shows his eternity and that he has always been. The omniscience of Jesus is evident in the way he knows the thoughts of people. Jesus knows the belief or unbelief that is in the hearts of people. When Jesus was on this earth, his omnipresence was demonstrated as he was talking about the future when the church would be established. When he was ready to leave the earth he told the disciples that He would always be with them, even at the end of the age. Jesus demonstrated his sovereignty when he forgave sin with authority like that of God the Father. Another point scripture tells us is that we are to count him worthy to be worship and praised. God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name, which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Matt 8:26-27, 14:19, 18:20, 28:20, Jn 2:1-11, 8:58, 5:22,28,32,34,39,44, 16:30, Phil 2:9-11, Heb 1:6, Rev 19:10, 22:13)

The atonement is the work Christ did in his life and death here on this earth to earn our salvation. God loves us and wants to save us yet he is a just God. The justice of God requires that he provide a way the penalty for sin would be paid. Therefore, God’s Son was sent to be our propitiation, which is our sacrifice to bear our sin, so that God would look favorably on us and pass over our sins. When God sent Jesus Christ to pay our penalty for sins, it was to prove that he himself is righteous and that he justifies him who has faith in Jesus. (Jn 3:16, Rom 3:25-26, Heb 2:17, 9:26, Phil 2:8)

The Work of Christ

God did not have to save people from their sins yet His love for us motivated him to send his son as our propitiation for our sins. Therefore, atonement was necessity because of God’s decision to save some people. (Act 4:12, Col 1:20, Rom 6:5, Tit 3:5-7)
It was necessary for Jesus to die on the cross in order to accomplish the work God the Father sent him to do. He had to suffer for our sins so that he could make propitiation for the sins of the people. In the Old Testament they sacrificed animals to atone for sin yet in the New Testament it tells us “a better sacrifice is required,” the blood of Jesus Christ. (Matt 26:39, Luke 24:25-27, Rom 3:26, Heb 2:17, 9:23-26, 10:4, I John 4:10)
Christ fulfilled the requirements of the law for our sin and obeyed the will of God the Father in our place. In order to obtain righteousness for us Christ had to live a life that was obedient to God. We are sinners in bondage to sin and Satan, and therefore are in need of a redeemer. Christ paid our ransom freeing us from the bondage of sin and Satan. (1 Cor 1:30, Rom 5:19, Phil 3:9, Mk 10:45, I Jn 5:19)
Essentially, Christ suffered in both body and soul throughout his life. As time can to the cross his suffering grew. On the cross, he not only felt great physical pain, but also the pain of bearing our sin and guilt. Jesus took on himself the evil that his soul was against, creating deep loathing in the center of his being. In addition to this pain, it was intensified by the fact that Jesus would have to face all of this alone. God could not tolerate this sin which Jesus took upon himself. (Matt 27:46, 14:34, 26:56, Jn 1:29, 13:1, 1 Pet 2:24, Gal 3:13, Heb 9:28, 2 Cor 5:21)
The Gospels contain several testimonies of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Actually, 586-eyewitness attests to seeing him alive. The book of Acts shows how the apostles’ preached Christ’s resurrection and how they continued to pray and trust in him. The Epistles are written with the assumption that Jesus Christ is alive, and is the Savior who is the head of the church. We are to trust him, worship him and he will someday return in power and glory to reign as King over the earth. Revelation tells about the risen Christ reigning in heaven and how he will return to conquer his enemies and reign victoriously. (Matt 28:1-20, Mk 16:1-8, Lk 24:1-53, Jn 20:1-21:25)
Christ resurrection was more than coming alive from the dead like others experienced, because they were subject to aging, sickness and would eventually died again. Christ actually was the “first fruits” of a new heavenly body we all will receive. Christ’s new body was not subject to sickness, aging, and death but was made perfect and able to live eternally. The New Testament has several passages that show Jesus had a physical body after his resurrection. They took hold of his feet and appeared to them on the road to Emmaus. He took bread and broke it with them and ate fish with his disciples. Thomas touched his wounds and Jesus prepared breakfast for the disciples. Peter even says the disciples ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. (1 Cor 15:20, 23, Matt 28:9, Lk 24:15-18, 28-30, Jn 20:15, 20, 27, 21:12-13, 24:39, Acts 10:41, Gen 3:16)
God the Father specifically raised God the Son from dead, and yet God the Son participated in his own resurrection. The Father loves the Son and therefore laid down his life – only to take it up again. He has authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. Therefore, we can conclude that both God the Father and God the Son participated in the resurrection. (Acts 2:24, Rom 6:4, 1 Cor 6:14, Gal 1:1, Eph 1:20, Jn 10:17-18, 2:19-21, 11:25, Heb 7:16)
God’s grace is his blessing, a gift, given to all people. The fact that the non believer continues to live is evident of this grace. The Lord makes it rain, gives us seasons, produces vegetation, and makes the sun rise and set, all on good and evil. All people have knowledge of God to some extent. Even though they know of him they do not stand for his values and live for him. All science and technology done by non believers is a result of God’s common grace. God gives even the non believer a sense of right and wrong. He restrains people from being as evil as they can be. He allows them to enjoy his creation and beauty. (Matt 5:44-45, Acts 14:16-17, 17:22-23, Ps 145:9, 15-16, Jn 8:55, 1:9, Rom 1:21, 24, 26, 28, 32, 3:12, Gal 3:11, Lk 6:33)
We must recognize that common grace does not change the heart and bring one to genuine repentance and faith in Jesus Christ as his Savior. It restrains evil but does not change one’s propensity to sin. Therefore this grace is not a saving grace. The person must accept God’s grace, His gift to each one of us. This grace comes through the redemptive work of Christ Jesus and what he did on the cross.. God choose us before the beginning of time, to save us, not because we have done something but only because it pleases Him. God saves us for Himself and works out our salvation for His purpose and that is to glorify Him. When God brings salvation to, “those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also justified; and those he justified he also glorified.” This indicates an initial calling from God to draw us out of darkness into his saving light, resulting in able to have fellowship with him for eternity. This effective calling is a powerful act from God, different from the gospel call which is from man. This gospel call is general, external and often rejected, yet the call from God is individual, internal and always received. Yet without the gospel call no one could respond and be saved. (Acts 14:17, Rom 2:4, 3:23-24, 14:23, Matt 22:37, Eph 1:4-6, 12, I Thess 1:4-5, 2 Thess 2:13, 2 Tim 1:9, 1 Pet 1:1-3)
This gospel call contains several key points; an explanation that all have sinned and deserve the penalty of death for our sin, yet Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins (Rom 3:23, 5:8, 6:23, 8:29-30, 10:14, 1 Pet 2:9, 1 Cor 1:9, Acts 2:39); an invitation for them to respond and make a decision to repent for sins and come to Christ in faith asking him to forgive them. This must be a personal response for their sin and what Christ has done for them personally. We must willingly come to Christ and he will give us rest and peace (Matt 11:28-30, Jn 1:11-12, Acts 2:37-38, 3:19, 5:31, 17:30, 20:21, Lk 24:47, Rom 2:4, 2 Cor 7:10); The main thing that Christ promises us is forgiveness of sins and eternal life with him (Acts 3:19, 2:38, Jn 3:16, 6:37); Regeneration is an act of God where he imparts new spiritual life into us. This is also known as being born again. It is not of flesh and blood or of our will, but born of God, spiritual. He gives us a new heart and a new spirit putting them in us to help us walk in his ways. It is this spirit in us (Holy Spirit), which bring about regeneration. It affects our whole person, giving us the spiritual ability to respond to God in faith. Genuine regeneration brings change in several areas; we cannot go on sinning, we will show Christ like love to others, we will overcome the world (its’ pressures and temptations), and we are protected from Satan. (Ezek 36:26-27, Jn 1:3, 3:3-9, James 1:17-18, 1 Pet 1:3, 2 Cor 5:17, Col 2:13, Eph 2:4-5, 1 Jn 2:29, 3:9, 4:4, 7, 5:1-4, 18, Gal 5:22-23, Matt 7:22-23); True conversion is one of faith and repentance. A conversion is turning away from something (sin) to something else (Christ). It is necessary that we have some knowledge of Christ and what he has done to save us. But this knowledge alone will not save you. Even the demons believe and shudder. They are not saved and neither will we if trust this knowledge to save us. In addition, knowing the facts and agreeing with them are two different things. We can evaluate the bible and conclude that Jesus is God, but this knowledge alone will not save. Each person must decide to depend on Jesus to personally save them. This moves them from being on outsider observing the facts to an active participant, by faith entering into a new relationship with Jesus Christ. This involves a personal trust in him not just a belief. Repentance is something that happens at a specific time, in the heart, involving the whole person in this decision to turn away from sin. It says that “godly grief produces repentance that leads to salvation, yet worldly grief produces death.” Usually repentance is mentioned with faith in God not works. It is the attitude of the heart that counts. “So faith, hope and love …” we need all three throughout our lives. (Acts 20:21, 26:27-28, Jn 3:2, 2 Cor 7:9-10, Heb 6:1, Isa 55:6-7, Rom 1:32. 10:14, James 2:19); Justification is our legal stand before God. We can define it twofold; God forgives our sin and declares us righteous. God must respond to our faith and declares our sin forgiven, just as he promised. Justification is declaring us righteous, just as if we had never sinned, righteous in his sight. This justification is given to us by God’s grace. (Rom 3:21-28, 4:1-5:1, 8:28-30, 16-19, Gal 2:16); Adoption is an act of God where he makes us part of his family, heirs with him. Since we are God’s children, believers on earth are all part of one family. We should therefore relate and behave as one family. (Jn 1:12, Gal 3:23-27, 1 Jn 3:1-2, Rom 8:7-17, 28-30); Sanctification is a process. This is where God and man must work in our lives to make us less sinful and more like Christ. This is internal and affects our intelligence (knowledge), emotions, will and spirit. It begins with our initial moral change, where we change our primary love and desires away from the world to God. Sanctification increases in our life as we become more like Christ. Our sanctification is then complete when we die. (Rom 6:11-19, 8:29, Col 1:10, 2 Cor 3:18, 12:7-10, 1 Cor 6:11, Acts 20:32, 1 Jn 1:8, 2:15, Heb 12:23, Rev 21:27); we are to run this race with perseverance, remaining in Christ. We are to persevere till the end, only then will we truly be born again. We are to continue in his word and endure to the end. The Lord has sealed us with his Holy Spirit as a guarantee that we will receive His promised, which is salvation and eternity with Him in heaven. (Matt 10:22, Col 1:22-23, 1 Pet 1:5, Jn 3:16-17, 5:24, 6:4-7, 35, 39-40, 8:28-32, 10-:27-29, 13:11, 1  Pet 1:5, 2:2, Heb. 5:11-14, 6:1-6, Eph 1:13-14)
Since Jesus Christ was resurrected, this insures our resurrection and regeneration. He made it possible for us to have a life like his. When we become Christians, our body stays the same, subject to aging, sickness, and death, but our spirit is made alive and new through his resurrection, we are born again. (1 Pet 1:3, Eph 1:19-20, 2:5-6, Col 3:1, Phil 3:10) When Christ was raised from the dead, this was God’s approval of his work of redemption. Because Christ “humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross”, “God has highly exalted him.” This is how Paul can say that Christ was “raised for our justification.” Since scripture says God “raised us up with him,” he accepts Christ and his redemptive work and therefore accepts us. Christ’s resurrection also earns us our justification. (Rom 4:25, Phil 2:8-9, Eph 2:6)

The New Testament connects Jesus’ resurrection with our resurrection. For example, “God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power,” and “he who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us.” Christ is the “first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” Here Paul calls Christ the “first fruits” and we will come after him. Our resurrected bodies will be like his in the final “harvest.” (2 Cor 4:14, 1 Cor 6:14, 15:12-58, Jn 20:27)
Jesus was on earth forty days after his resurrection. He then led his followers outside Jerusalem, “lifting up his hands, he blessed them. After this he parted from them, and was carried up to heaven.” Acts tells us “When he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold two men stood by them in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’” This describes an event that Jesus the Son of God went to a place. He ascended as they watched and will someday return. (Acts 1:3, 9-10, Lk 24:50-51, Eph 4:9, Jude 6, Lk 23:43)

When Jesus, the Son of God ascended into heaven; he received honor, glory, and authority, as never before. God exalted him and took him up in glory. Therefore, the Son of God is now in heaven and the choir of angels is singing praise to him, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev 5:12, Heb 1:4, 1 Tim 3:16, Phil 2:9, Jn 17:5, Acts 2:33)

The specific act that Christ sat down at the right hand of God is sometimes called his session. The Old Testament says the Messiah will come and sit at the right hand of God. When Christ ascended into heaven, he was the fulfillment of this prophecy. Therefore, this action of the Christ sitting at God’s right hand indicated the completion of his redemptive work. In addition to him completing this work he received all power and authority over the universe, “has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.” Acts shares with us another aspect of his authority, to pour out the Holy Spirit on the church at Pentecost. (Acts 2:33, 7:56, Eph 1:20-21, 1 Pet 3:22, 1 Cor 15:25, Ps 110:1)
Christ ascension into heaven foreshadows our ascension into heaven with him when we die. Scripture tells us “We who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord.” We are to be encouraged while we are on earth to “run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” Jesus will take us to be with him. Additionally, because Jesus ascended to heaven, this gives us assurance that our final home will be in heaven with him. Finally, since we share a union with Christ in his ascension, we now share to some degree, the authority that Christ has, we “have divine power to destroy strongholds” in the name of Jesus and “battle spiritual hosts of wickedness.” (1 Thess 4:17, Heb 12:1-2, Jn 14:3, Eph 2:6, 6:12, 10-18, 2 Cor 10:4)
Glorification is the final step of the redemption process. Christ redeemed us a whole person, body and soul. Therefore, our bodies will be freed of the fallen world and brought into a state of perfection as God created. On the day of His return Christ will raise our bodies from the dead to reunite with our soul. These bodies are called glorified, perfect resurrection bodies like Christ’s body. These resurrected bodies will be imperishable or corrupted; they will not wear out or get sick. They will have youthful characteristics yet mature. We will be in his likeness, bearers of his likeness and image. Finally, they will be spiritual bodies with the same characteristics and activity as Jesus Christ’s body. From the beginning of creation god formed man and said his creation was “very good”. We will live in these resurrected bodies on the new earth and the new heavens. (Gen 1:31, 2 Pet 3:13, 1 Cor 2:13, 15, 3:1, 14:37, 15:12-58, I Thess 4:14-17, Matt 13:43, Rom 1:11, 7:14, 8:17, 23-29, Gal 6:1, Eph 5:19, Lk 24:39, 1 Jn 3:2)
The Holy Spirit
A spiritual gift is any ability empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church. This includes both natural abilities (teaching, administrative, mercy), and the more miraculous abilities (healing, tongues, wisdom). All gifts are empowered “by one and the same,” and are given “for the common good of edification”, building up of the body. Initially the gifts were given to prophets in the Old Testament, to tell God’s word. Then at Pentecost, the gifts were given to the disciples, to share God’s word to all peoples. Spiritual gifts not only equip the church for the time until Christ comes, but also give us a foretaste of the age to come. The Holy Spirit in this age is a “down payment” of the fuller work of the Holy Spirit within us in the age to come, similarly, the gifts the Holy Spirit gives us is a foretaste of the fuller working in the age to come. Some gifts will cease, including the original apostleship. When the Lord returns we will be freed from the misconceptions and inability to understand Him fully. Then we will know Him fully. (1 Cor 1:5-7, 7:7, 12-14, 2 Cor 1:22, 5:5, Rom 12:6-8, Eph 1:14, 4:11, Gal 6, Acts 1:21-33, Heb 2:3-4, Jn 14:26, 16:7-14)
Prophecy:  is telling something that God has suddenly brought to mind. It represents one who has supernatural knowledge, one who can predict the future. Therefore, to disbelieve or disobey these words would be the same as to disbelieve or disobey God himself. To add anything to scriptures today is heresy. (Num 22:38, Deut 18:18-20, Jer 1:9, Ezek 2:7, 1 Sam 8:7, 1 Kings 20-36)

Teaching:  is the ability to explain Scripture and apply it to people’s lives. All Scripture is profitable for teaching, says the Bible. We are urged to teach the Word everywhere in every church. (Acts 15:35, 18:11, Heb 5:12, Rom 15:4, 2 Tim 3:16, 1 Tim 6:2-3)

Healing:  physical sickness came because of sin resulting in the fall of Adam; illness and disease are part of this curse eventually leading to death. The purpose of the gift of healing is to ultimately bring glory to God through the situation. God uses physicians today along with medicine and laying on of hands. Scripture tells us Jesus “laid his hands on every one of them and healed them.” Another physical method of healing is anointing the sick with oil. Healing is ultimately dependent on God and it being His will or not. Jesus prayed for healing for those on earth and tells us to pray. Scripture also says we should “pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in health.” (Matt 6:13, 8:16-17, 9:18, Lk 4:40, Ps 24:1, Isa 53:4-5, 1 Pet 2:24, James 5:14-15, 3 Jn 2)

Tongues and Interpretation:  In the New Testament tongues means languages. Therefore, speaking in tongues suggests prayer or praise spoken in yet not understood by the speaker. Those who speak in tongues speak not to men but to God since no one understands him. Yet if someone speaks in tongues they must do so orderly and in turn, and there must be an someone to interpret. If there is no one to interpret, he must keep silent in the church. Therefore, self-control and order must be maintained so God can be glorified. Not all believers speak in tongues. (1 Cor 12-14, Acts 2)
The Church

The church is invisible yet visible; a community of all true believers for all time. It is understood that the church is made up of those who truly are saved through Christ’s death on the cross. Through the ages, Jesus Christ continues to build the church by calling people to himself. Since we cannot see the true spiritual condition of people’s hearts, the church is invisible. Therefore since God knows our hearts, He knows those who are true believers and who are not. In the New Testament the word church is given to any group of believers, if it be large or small, in a house or an entire city. Even a community of God’s people can be called a church. All believers, local and universal, whether baptized, confirmed or not, are members of the body of Christ. All membership in the local church is based on a personal faith in Christ. Scripture used a wide range of images or metaphors to help us understand the nature of the church. Some passages use a family to explain how believers are to interact and relate to each other. Other examples are bride of Christ, God’s house, branches on a vine, an olive tree, the whole body, and the rest of the body as distinguished from the head. (Eph 1:22-23, 4:15-16, 5:25, Col 1:18, 2:19, 1 Tim 5:1-2, 2 Tim 2:17-19, 1 Jn 3:14-18, Rom 11:17-24, 1 Cor 3:6-9, Matt 1:22-23, 13:1-30, 16:18, Jn 4:35, 1 Pet 2:4-8, Heb 12:23, 3:6, 1 Thess 1:1, Acts 2, 9:31)
There are true distinguishing characteristics that lead us to recognize a true church. Whenever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard, and the sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution, there is not to be any doubt that a church of God exists. Since these characteristics reveal a true church, there are also marks that distinguish a false church. Scripture speaks of false churches and encourages the believer not to be led astray. (1 Cor 10:20, 12:2)

Scripture emphasizes the need to work for unity in the church and to be free of divisions among believers. We are encouraged to agree together, to be of the same mind, and be united in our faith and knowledge. In this way we will be a witness to the unbeliever. (Jn 10:16, 17:21, 23, 1 Cor 1:10, 13, Eph 4:12-13) 

Worship: We, the church, are to worship and praise God. We are to encourage each other to “sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God” because this glorifies Him. (Eph 5:16-19, 1:12, Col 3:16) 

Nurture: The church has an obligation to nurture and encourage those who believe, to build them up to maturity in the faith. We are to not only bring people to a saving faith in Jesus, but to “present every man mature in Christ”. We are “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” (Col 1:28, Eph 4:12-13) 

Evangelism and Mercy: Before Jesus left the earth he told his disciples to make disciples of all nations. This is the main ministry of the church to the world today. In addition, we are to care for the poor and needy as Jesus did. He is our example. We are to encourage each other to carry out deeds of kindness and to pray for healing. All of these ministries are important and none should be neglected. (Matt 28:19, Acts 11:29, 2 Cor 8:4, 1 Jn 3:17)


In biblical times, congregations were brought together not only by a common faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior but also for other things: to encourage other believers, ordain elders, set patterns for discipline, writing to friends and families, to do projects of common interest, and common policies.

Today these things also bind the local church. There must be a relationship with each other and therefore a commitment. We are to encourage others to attend services regularly, to grow and mature in our relationship with God and with other members. The world and especially banks look at this commitment. They gage how many members and the amount of offerings as to how much money they will lend the church. Christ loves and cares for the church. He died for the church, to save the individuals who are part of it. The church participates in several areas; breaking bread together (communion), fellowship (tithe), evangelizing, service, growth, teaching, and worship. Each member has a voice in the church and therefore a responsibility to the church. This should not be taken lightly but prayerfully asking for wisdom from God. (Rom 11:36, Eph 1:11, 4:1-32, 5:23-29, Phil 2, Heb 10:24-25, 1 Tim 1, 2:9-15, 3:1-11, Act 2:41-47, 6:3-4, 1 Pet 2:9, 3, Tit 1:5-7)

A church leader is someone who has been recognized as having the ability and responsibility to perform certain tasks for the benefit of the church. Pastors, elders, and deacons are considered officers in the church. The word pastor comes from a Latin term that means “one who cares for sheep.” Elder comes from the Greek word bresbiter which means overseer or bishop. The word deacon means minister or servant. Originally, deacons were the helpers of the elders and therefore the same qualifications are required. The requirements for these positions are similar and outlined in Scripture.


These leaders must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, self-controlled, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine, but gentle, not contentious, and free from the love of money. He must be able to manage his home, keep his children under control with all dignity, not be a new convert, must have a good reputation with those outside the church. (Acts 20:17, 1 Tim 3, 1 Pet 5, Tit 1)


Church discipline is carried out to maintain purity in the church and encourage holy living in the individuals (members) and therefore should be consider as a means of grace. The church is to perform the discipline with the purpose being reconciliation. Only if the Holy Spirit convicts the offender of sin and they repent can any spiritual good come.  


The Scripture is clear when it comes to discipline. If a Christian Brother sins, we are to confront him in private. If he listens than he is back in fellowship with the church. However, if he does not listen, take one or two leaders with you to confront him again. This way by having witnesses, the truth will be acknowledged. If he refuses to listen, let the church know. If he refuses to listen to the church, treat him as an outsider. Several times in scripture, we are told to watch-out for those who teach what is contrary to the church and the Bible. (1 Cor 4:19-20, 5:1, 2 Cor 2:6, Matt 16:19, 18:15-20, Rom 16:17, I Tim 5:1-2, 19-20, 6:3-5, Tit 3:10-11)


Three important points regarding the church: all believers are members of the body of Christ, membership in the local church must be based on a personal faith in Christ, and the autonomy of the local church must be assured and safeguarded.


Success in independency and fellowship of churches is based on their ability to adjust and harmonize together. Independency without fellowship is atomism; fellowship without independency leads to Episcopacy.

Christian Living


Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ceremonies Jesus commanded his church to perform. The Roman Catholic Church calls these ceremonies “sacraments” and given that the Catholic Church teaches that sacraments actually convey grace to the individual, they are not required to have a saving faith themselves. Since Christ ordained baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the term ordinance is preferred. (Act 4:12, Col 1:20, Rom 6:5-6 Tit 3:5-7)

In the New Testament, baptism was performed by way of immersion; the person was completely covered in water and then brought up. The Greek word baptizo means, to plunge, dip, immerse something in water. In several New Testament passages, immerse is the appropriate understanding of the word. Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River and came up out of the water. Paul asks us, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” The symbolism of us joining Jesus is another example of baptism being total immersion. Paul also tells us, “You were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him”. These amazing truths, of dying and rising with Christ, and having our sins washed away are of eternal importance and should be reason for our obedience and giving glory and praise to God. (Mk 1:5, 10 Jn 3:23, Acts 8:36, Rom 6:1-11, 1 Col 2:11-12, 12:13, Matt 3)
The symbol of beginning the Christian life is baptism, and therefore should only be given to those who have begun the Christian life. Several passages in Scripture indicate that those who were baptized had also personally trusted in Christ and experienced salvation, thus assuming that baptism is the outward sign of an inward regeneration. This would not be true of infants since they cannot come to a saving faith and there is no evidence of regeneration.

The Roman Catholic Church continues to teach that baptism of infants is an act of christening. They believe that baptism is essential for salvation and that the act itself causes regeneration. In addition, they believed baptism and the Lord’s Supper function apart from the faith of the individual and therefore infants who do not have this ability should still partake. This is “ex opere operato”, which means salvation is in the task performed, not the attitude of faith in the person.
Protestant groups (especially Presbyterian and Reformed churches), believe and practice “paedobaptism”, which is the practice of baptizing infants. They believe all infant children of believing parents are to be baptized. This is sometimes referred to as the covenant argument because they are born to believers as part of the covenant community. (Eph 2:8-9, Rom 6:3-4, 28, 1 Pet 3:21, Acts 2:41, 8:12, 10:44-48, Gal 3:27, Col 2:12)

The Lord gave us baptism to strengthen and encourage our faith. There is blessing that comes from God when we obey him, in addition to joy that comes when we publicly profess our faith. Not only does it enhance our faith, but it also strengthens and encourages us in our relationship with Christ. 

Sharing in the Lord’s Supper is a sign of being a Christian and continuing in the Christian life, therefore only those who believe in Christ should partake. Scripture warns of participating in an unworthy condition and how they face serious consequences. Those that participate must examine themselves and ask if they are in fact reflecting the character of the Lord in whom we are to represent. When the bread is broken, it symbolizes the breaking of Christ’s body, and when the cup is poured, it symbolizes the pouring out of his blood. As we participate in this we proclaim his death and acknowledge our sin. Together, we show our unity with each other, the body of Christ. As I participate in the Lord’s Supper, I am reminded of how much Christ loves me, individually and personally. He invites us to eat and drink with him now, as a foretaste of the banquet we will share in heaven as part of his eternal family. As I partake in the Lord’s Supper, I acknowledge that my sins are partly the cause of his death. (Matt 5:23-24, 26:26, Jn 6:53-57, 1 Cor 10:17, 11:26, 29-30) 

Prayer is personal communication from us to God. It is made possible by our mediator, Jesus Christ. “There is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” This can be a request for our self, for others, confession of sin, praise, adoration, and thanksgiving. God wants us to love Him and trust Him, to express our faith in Him, which means to trust and depend on Him. As a result, prayer should bring us closer to God and into a deeper fellowship with Him. If we do not ask, God will deprive us of what He would have given us. “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (James 4:2, 1:6-8, 5:14-15, Mk 11:24, Matt 21:22, 6:8, Lk 11:9-12, I Jn 1:9, 1 Tim 2:5)

Christ’s Return


Eschatology is the study of the future last things. While Jesus was on this earth He spoke about His return. That it will be when we don’t expect it and we therefore must be ready. He also said He will come and take us to be with Him. Several of the apostles also spoke of His return. That He will descend from the heavens; that He will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him; the coming of the Lord is at hand; the day of the Lord will come like a thief. This topic is repeated several times in the New Testament and is the main hope of the church today. (Matt 13:33, Jn 14:3-4, Acts 1:11, 1 Thess 4:16-18, 5, Heb 9:28, 2 Pet 3:10, 1 Jn 3:2, Rev 20:1-4, 22:20, 1 Cor 15:15-52, Tit 2:13-14)

Maranatha simply means come Lord Jesus. This should characterize every Christian as we await the Lord’s coming. Yet as we get caught up in life and all the good and enjoyable things we avoid genuine fellowship and neglect our personal relationship with Christ. The degree to which we long for Christ’s return is a measure of our spiritual condition. This is why Jesus does not allow us to know the actual time of His return. He wants us to be actively engaged in whatever work He has called us to. We are to faithfully be obeying Him today. This way when He returns we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant”. (Tit 2:12-13, Phil 3:20, 1 Cor 16:22, Matt 25:21) 


The Amillennialism believe there is no future millennium still to come. They believe the church age is being fulfilled now and that Satan’s influence over the world has been reduced so that the gospel can be preached to the whole world. The binding of Satan is done so that he will not deceive the nations. Those who are to reign with Christ for a thousand years are Christian who have already died. These are the souls (not physical bodies) that come into the presents of God in heaven. According to this view it is not a bodily reign on earth but a heavenly reign. The thousand year reign they believe, is a figure of speech meaning a long time. Those who believe in this position believe Scripture teaches there is one resurrection of Christians and non-Christians. Therefore, they believe that all major events yet to come before the eternal state will happen at once. (Dan 12:2, Matt 28:18, Jn 5:28-19, Acts 24:15, 2 Cor 5:10, Rev 10:1-10)
Postmillennialism believes that Christ will return after the millennium. This millennium will last for a long time not necessarily a thousand years. At the end of this time Christ will return, everyone will be raised, we will have the final judgment, there will be a new heaven and earth, and everyone will enter into the eternal state. This is a very optimistic view about the power of the gospel to change lives and do well in the world. They believe the world is getting better and becoming more Christian. Furthermore, they believe that earth will have many Christians influencing society. After Christ returns to implement the eternal state will there be a renewed earth with saints glorifying Christ in a bodily reign. (Matt 13:31-32, 28:18-20) 


The Premillennialism thinks that Christ will come before the millennial reign. Presently, the church age is a time of grace and faith, and will continue until the great tribulation. After this time of suffering Christ will return to establish a millennial kingdom. Any believers who died will be raised and their bodies will reunite with their sprits to reign with Christ on earth for a thousand years. They will receive glorified bodies that will never die. During this time Satan will be bound and cast into the bottomless pit so as not to influence the earth. At the end of the thousand years, Satan will gather the unbelievers for the battle of Armageddon. Several passages indicate an interval of time between Christ’s resurrection and his second coming when we receive a resurrected body. There is also an interval of time between Christ’s second coming and when Christ delivers the kingdom to God after having conquering his enemies. Those who will reign with Christ are those who did not yield to the beast. This is future because the persecution of the beast has not come to the earth. Since this is still to come, the mark of the beast on their foreheads or hands is future as well. All this to say that Rev 20:1-6 is referring to a future reign of Christ. (Ps 72:8-14, Isa 11:2-9, Zech 14:6-21, 1 Cor 15:23-25, Rev 1:1-10, 2:26-27, 12:5, 19:15)


Several places in Scripture it iterates that there will be a great final judgment of believers and unbelievers. We will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ in resurrected bodies and hear his declaration of our eternal destiny. He has appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness, a day of wrath when God’s judgment will be revealed. The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and punish the unrighteous until the day of the judgment. This final Day of Judgment will take place after the millennium and the battle of Armageddon where God defeats Satan. After this, believers and unbelievers will come before the great white throne where God will judge them for what they have and have not done. The unbeliever will be judged according to what they have done thus inferring degrees of punishment. The believer will also give an account of himself and receive what is due him for the things he has done. This is where Christ will separate the goat from the sheep. The fact that we will appear before God should motive us to live a godly selfless life. Paul tells us to “Make it our aim to please Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ”. (Acts 17:30-31, Matt 10:15, 11:22, 24, 12:36, 25:32-36, 1 Cor 3:12-15, 4:5, 2 Cor 5:9-10, Heb 6:2, 2 Pet 2:4, 9-10, Ju 6, Rev 20:11-15)


Several passage tell us the rebellious angels or demons, are kept until the final day of judgment. This final Day of Judgment will accomplish several things: a need for justice, enable us to forgive since the wrath of God will avenge, a motive for righteous living, and evangelism. (2 Pet 2:4, 1 Cor 6:3, Jude 6)

Response and Eternal Destiny


Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked. Several words are used for hell, Hades, Seol, Ghana, all representing the same place. Scripture teaches there will be weeping and gnash of teeth. It is described as an unquenchable, eternal lake of fire, the place of torment, eternal punishment. (Matt 25:41, 26, Mk 9:43, Lu 16:22-24, 28, Jn 5:28-29, Rev 14:9-11, 20:6)


Death is a result of living in a fallen world. Although the penalty for sin is death, our penalty has been paid for by the blood of Jesus Christ. In view of the fact that we live in a fallen world our experience of salvation is yet to come. We live in a fallen world where sin and death abounds we must remember this is not the good God planned. In the world God did not plan death; it is not natural and therefore must be thought of as an enemy. It is this enemy God’s word talks about him finally destroying. In God’s sovereignty, he allows us to go through death before we get to experience salvation. The death process completes our sanctification. Since God loves us he disciplines us ultimately increasing our ability to glorify him. Therefore, God uses the experience of death to deepen our commitment and service to him. Our faithfulness and obedience to him in all circumstances is what God is look for. He will be honored and glorified in our bodies, whether in life or in death. (Acts, 20:24, 21:13, 25:11, Rom 8:1, 1 Cor 15:26, 54-55, Phil 1:20, Heb 2:6, 10-11, 15, Rev 12:11) 


The bible tells us to view our death without fear, but with joy as we prepare to see our Lord Jesus Christ. Believers should long to see His face and be in His presents. Scripture tell us that to be absent for the body is to be present with the Lord. (Ps 23:4, Rom 8:38-39, 2 Cor 5:8, Phil 1:21-23, Rev 14:13) 


While we can look to our death with joy and anticipation the death of our loved one and friends is quite different. We will since the loss here on earth for us yet the gain for them in heaven before the Lord. There will be great sorrow yet not as one without hope. We will see them again. Following the death of the Christian, his soul will be in the presents of the Lord yet his body will remain on earth to be reunited later on. (Jn 11:35, Act 8:2, 1 Cor 15:55-57, 1 Thess 4:13, 5:10) 


The grief we feel when an unbeliever dies has no joy and no hope. There is great anguish of heart and a true sense of loss. Although sometimes we are not certain if the person persisted in their refusal of Jesus Christ, or if in the last minutes they came to a genuine repentance in faith. (Rom 9:1-3) 


Death is separation from body and soul (spirit). The physical body remains on earth whereas the soul goes immediately into the presence of God. Jesus told the thief who was dying on the cross with him that he would be in Paradise with him that day, meaning the moment he died. (Lk 23:43, 2 Cor 5:8, Heb 12:23) 


Some churches believe in purgatory: a place where the soul of a believer goes for additional purification from sin until he is ready to go to heaven. This doctrine is based on other books of religion, not the Holy Bible. 

Another faults doctrine is that of “soul sleep”: the teaching that when believers die they go into a state of unconscious existence. The next thing they know or are conscious of is when Christ returns and raises them to heaven for eternal life. The term “sleep” or “falling asleep” used in the bible refers to death being a temporal for the Christians. (Jn 11:1, 12-13) 


Furthermore, other churches believe in praying for the dead. There is no indication in the New Testament that this was one of their practices. Hence it should not be practiced today in the church. 


Nowhere in the Bible does it teach that only you die you will have a second chance to trust Jesus Christ in faith as you Savior. There are several examples in Scripture that state this is not the case. After man dies, he is judged on what he has done while on earth, not what he has done after he died. The unbelievers condemnation is a result of their willful rejection of Christ, the sins they have committed and also their rebellion against God. They will pass into a state of eternal punishment upon their death yet their bodies will not be raised until the final Day of Judgment. On that day their bodies will be raised and they will stand united in body and soul for the final of judgment. (Matt 25:31-46, Lk 16:24-26, Jn 3:18, 5:28-29, Acts 24:15, Rom 2:5-10, 2 Cor 5:10, 1 Pet 3:18-19, 4:6, Heb 9:27, Rev 20:12, 15)
CURRENT ISSUES:
Angels and the spiritual realm have not always existed but are part of God’s creation. They are created spiritual beings with moral judgment and are very intelligent yet without a physical body. Some of them sinned and fell from their heavenly positions, thus showing their lack of moral judgment. The Scripture say the spirit world cannot be seen, “A spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have” unless God gives us a special ability to see them. Their activities of guarding and protecting us also include worshipping and praising God. Scripture calls angels by many names; sons of God, holy ones, spirits, watchers, thrones, dominions, principalities, authorities and powers. The cherubim have the special task of guarding the entrance to the Garden of Eden. Another group of heavenly beings called the Seraphim, are given the honor of worshipping God continually. Michael is called an archangel, given authority and power over other angels. (Lk 2:13, 24:39, Rev 4:11, 5:11, 12:7-8, 2 Pet 2:4, Jude 6, 9,  Neh 9:6, Ps 34:7, 89:5, 7, 91:11, 148:2, 5, Col 1:16, Num 22:31, 2 King 6:17, Heb 1:14, 12:22, 13:2, Matt 28:5, Job 1:6, 2:1, Dan 4:13, 17, 23, Eph 1:21, Dan 10:13)

Satan is the name given to the leader of the demons. It is a Hebrew word which means “adversary.” His sin as described in Scripture is one of pride and attempting to be equal to God in power and authority. Scripture calls Satan by many names: Lucifer, the devil, the serpent, Be-elzebul, the ruler of this world, the prince of the power of the air, and the evil one. Satan is a murderer from the beginning, a liar, and father of lies. (Job 1:6-2:7, 1 Chron 21:1, Zech 3:1, Lk 10:18, Isa 14:12-15, Ez 28:11-19, Matt 4:1, 10,  10:25, 12:24, 27 13:19, 39, 25:41, Rev 12:9, 20:2, Gen 3:1, 14, 2 Cor 11:3,  Eph 2:2, 1 Jn 2:13, 3:8, 8:44) Demons are evil angels who sinned against God and who now continually work evil in the world. As seen in scripture, their sin was pride since they refused to accept their assigned place in heaven. Satan and his demons try and do everything they can to destroy the work of God. They use lies, deception, murder, and every kind of destructive activity to turn people away from God and destroy themselves. They want us to be in bondage to temptation, doubt, guilt, fear, confusion, sickness, envy, pride, slander and anything that could hinder a Christian’s witness for the kingdom of God. (Jude 6, Gen 3:1-6, Matt 4:1-11, Rev 12:9, Ps 106:7, Jn 8:44, 2 Cor 4:4, Gal 4:8, Job 1:12, 2:6, James 4:7)
Divorce is the legal term for the act of removing the obligations of a marriage contract. This practice in ancient Hebrew time is sketchy, with Deuteronomy being the primary reference. The Hebrew marriage was a legal contract binding the man and the woman and their families to carry out certain socially prescribed roles. This contract was for the lifetime of the couple, yet giving the man (senior partner) the option of prepare a “bill of divorcement” and terminating the marriage.


Historically, Christians have taken two different approaches: casuistry and law/grace. The casuistry approach is more popular and views Jesus as a new lawgiver. His teachings on divorce are the law for Christians to obey and apply to their marriage. The clause, “except for fornication” (Matt 19:9) has been interpreted different ways when used to justifying divorce. Basically, this approach seeks to establish if justifiable cause for a divorce action can be found. This view is often looked down upon because it is legalistic, void of God’s grace, and tends to ease one’s conscience allowing him to feel justified in his actions without looking for God’s forgiveness.


The other approach, law/grace, finds Jesus’ teachings to be an attack on the Pharisees and their laws when they challenged Jesus on Moses’ teaching of the Ten Commandments. This Mosaic Law was really a compromise for the people since they hardened their hearts and did not want to forgive, and not part of God’s perfect will. They emphasis the law yet the importance is God’s grace.


In conclusion, the Bible emphasizes obtaining a successful marriage. Divorce is not part of God’s perfect will. Moses permitted divorce because of the hardness of their hearts. Christians must embrace God’s concept of marriage and see divorce as what it is, sin. (Matt 5:27-32, 19:3-12, Mk 10:2-12, Lk 16:18, I Jn 1:9, I Cor 7:10-40)
Homosexuality is a degrading, unnatural act and is therefore condemned by the Lord and should not be allowed in the church. It brings consequences on the individual and if continued, will be excluded from the Kingdom of God. We are to love the sinner and not the sin, therefore desiring there repentance. (Lev 18:22, Rom 1:26-27, I Cor 6:9-11)
Abortion and Euthanasia is the killing of a life made in the image of God. Since we are made in His image we are precious in His sight and dearly loved. He knows us intimately before we are ever born and has plans for our whole life who are we, His creation, to determine when someone should die. Because we are of value to God we should therefore value each other. (1 Cor 3:16, 6:19, 10:13)
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