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I use to be an ordinary person with many ambitions. I heard of Jesus and the crucifixion but I never was interested in God. I had my cross necklace around my neck and had some religious symbols in my home but had no time for God or his people. Some in my family were attending church and at times invited me to church but I thought it was a waste my time especially since I was so involved in my personal ambitions. Pastor Marcos Solt also talked to me about life with Jesus and many times invited me to church, but I just was not interested in church or Jesus. After years went by I visited the church at times but was not ready to commit even though I made promises to the pastor that I would attend more often.    
After some time Pastor Marcos approached me about the promises I made to continued attending the church and I told him that I just did not have any time for God or his church. After my response the pastor said to me that he and my mother would continue praying for me.  So I responded to him with “Just keep praying.”
Who was I? I was ME, MYSELF AND I.  I did not feel I needed anything else in my life.   In other words, I was set in my own mind.  It was at a time when I thought I could handle everything that came my way when I received a phone call in my place of employment. The person on the phone was an emergency room doctor with some bad news. The bad news was that my daughter was hit by a car and that they needed permission to do emergency surgery because of head trauma that could cause death. It was at that moment of difficult pain that I really asked God to help my daughter.   At that time everything in me just collapsed. I had no strength and no answers to my situation. After some time, my daughter did heal.  It was a miracle that she survived & recovered from such an accident. 
After that, I started to attend church but I still was hesitant to commit my life to Jesus. It was during a sermon preached by Marcos that I really opened my eyes to my condition.  During the altar call I finally made a decision to accept God’s calling in my life. I accepted Jesus as the Lord and Savior of my life.

Since that time God has opened my eyes so I can see what real life is all about.  Today God is still showing me new things and it has been a blessing to me and my family. I can see, I can hear, I am finally living because of Him.

I want to minister in the church because I believe that as I was blinded by my sin in regards to my past way of life.  There are many in that condition today and I believe that the testimony of my life can help people understand that God is merciful and that no matter who you are he can change you and use you for his glory and kingdom. I want to tell people of what Jesus has given me. That is, peace and eternal life.  I know that I must be in His service because of a burning desire to serve him which I cannot explain.  Other pastors and brothers have confirmed my calling and advised me to continue to pursue the pastorate.   I believe that God has equipped me and continues to equip me for the church body, especially in the area of leadership.  Ps. 30:1-12 & Prov. 20:24.                

BIBLIOLOGY
The Canon is a list of biblical books that are considered divinely inspired by God. There are 66 books in all that consist of the Old Testament and the New Testament. These canonical books are God’s expression of his relationship with his people. The Old Testament consists of Law, History, Divine Poetry and Prophesy.    The New Testament or New Covenant reveals the life of Jesus Christ and the requirements for Christian living and God’s plan for his children in the future.  The first four books of the New Testament Mathew, Mark, Luke, John are referred to as the four gospels - the atoning work, history and life of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Gospel means good news.    I see the book of Acts as a bridge from the Gospels to the beginning of the Christian church.   It is a transitional book between the ministry of Christ and the establishment of the Church.    The next twenty one books are letters written to churches and believers.   These letters deal with every aspect of the Christian faith and responsibility.   The last book of the NT is a book of prophesy of future events and the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the future for believers and unbelievers.

Biblical Infallibility is the theological term to describe the belief that the Bible is free from errors on issues of faith and practice.  Biblical Inerrancy states that Scriptures in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything which is contrary to fact. The Bible is totally without error and free from                                 all contradiction.  The Bible contains apparent contradictions that are resolved though study, science, literature and archeology.   When the prophets say, “Thus says the Lord,” they are claiming to be messengers from sovereign King of Israel, namely, God himself, and claiming that their words are the absolute authoritative words of God.  Therefore, to disbelieve or disobey anything a prophet says is to disbelieve or disobey God himself  (Deut. 18:19; 1 Sam. 10:8; 13:13-14; 15:3, 19, 23; 1 Kings 20:35, 36).
Verbal Inspiration  states that the Bible in its original languages and manuscripts from first to last is an exact record of the mind and will of God as he intended it to be (2 Samuel 23:2 /2 Tim. 3 16-17).   Plenary Inspiration notes that entire text of the Bible is equally from God (Mathew 4:4; 1Cor. 2:13; John. 6:63).   Inspiration refers to the reality that just as God breathed into Adams nostrils after creating him and making Adam exhale, God also breathed into the author’s of the Bible the words of scriptures allowing the writers to produce an exhale the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20). 

General Revelation is God’s self manifestation through nature, physical universe, history and the human conscience (Psalms 19:1-4; Rom. 1:19 -20).
Special Revelation is when God makes himself and his truth known at a specific time                                   or to a specific person (Heb.1:1; Gal. 2:2) for the purpose of bringing the message of God to others. For example, in Haggai 1:12 we see how the people responded to the message that God gave to the prophet. However, just because the message is sent forward by God through his prophet does not mean it saves the person.  Does Special Revelation have any salvific connotation?  In other words, what special revelation brings about salvation?
Illumination is from paper to heart, man receives that which God has written. As the believer looks into the word of God the Holy Spirit helps man understand what God has written to mankind (Rom.12:1-2).
You’ll need another and better text for illumination here.
My Hermeneutical Method involves beginning with prayer followed by reading and re-reading a Bible passage. I then look at cross references that relate to the verses I am studying and I also examine the whole context with consideration of who is writing, where, why and what is the writer is saying . I also reflect on what I read and after a full understanding I apply it to my life. I seek to understand what God is telling me and what can I learn from this portion of scripture. I also take notes to refresh my mind as I go back to my reading.

I trust the Bible because I believe that the Bible is the instructions that God has given to all believers so that we could live a Christ centered life as God intended for us to live.  I also trust the Bible because it transforms the mind and lives of all who read, study and apply it on a consistent basis (Rom.12:1-2).   I know it has the answer to all issues I face on a daily basis.  Finally, I trust the Bible because it is the mind of God. The Bible is where I go and allow God to speak to me though prayer and meditation.  The Bible is the best GPS system ever given to mankind.  Bible reading and application leads to a holy life.

THEOLOGY PROPER

The attributes of God:  The communicable attributes of God are his love (Ps. 103:17), His holiness (John 1:5; Ex. 3:3-5), His goodness (James 1:17; Matt. 5:45), His Mercy (Ps. 86:15), His wisdom (James1:15), His truthfulness (John 17:3), His grace (1Cor. 15:10), His holiness (1 John 1:5), His faithfulness (2Tim. 2:13), His righteousness and justice (Gen 18:25).
The non-communicable attributes of God are that He is Spirit or invisible (John 4:24), He is self existent (Gen. 1:1; Ps. 90:2), He is omnipresent (Jer. 23:23-24), He is omniscient (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Ps. 139:2), He is omnipotent (James 1:13; 2 Timothy 2:13), He is infinite  (Acts 17:24), He is eternal (Ps. 90:2; 102:12), He is one (1 Cor. 8:6). The difference between the two is that the communicable attributes of God are found in created beings and the non-communicable attributes of God are not found or given to any human being. 
In saying that God is self existent I am saying that He does not need creation to exist. God is also independent and self sufficient (Acts 17: 24-25).  God does not need anything from mankind and God never was created or came into being. He always was God, infinite and eternal.

In saying that God is Omniscient I am saying that He fully knows himself and all that is actual and possible and does so in one simple and eternal act.  He knows everything (1Cor. 2:10-11).

In saying that God is omnipresent I am saying that He does not have size or partial dimensions and is present at every point of space with his whole being.  Yet God acts differently in different places. God is present everywhere. He sees all that we do and he sees everything past, present and future (Jer. 23:23-24).

In saying that God is omnipotent I am saying that God is able to accomplish all of his holy will. There are no limits on God’s power to do what he decides to do. There is however some things that God cannot do.   God cannot do anything that will deny his own character. Thus, God cannot lie (Titus1:2).  Neither can he be tempted by evil (James 1:13) or deny himself (2Tim. 2:13).

In saying that God is spirit (John 4:24) I am saying that God does not have a physical body nor is he made of any kind of matter like much of the rest of creation. Because he is spirit, God is also invisible. We can never see God but God reveals his existence to us through visible created things. God told Moses, “You cannot see my face for man should not see my face for man should not see my face and live.”

In saying that God is one am saying that He is not divided into parts. He is the God of love, justice, mercy and grace. He is the God of the Old Testament and New Testament. There is one God consisting of the Trinity.  Each person of the Trinity is God and not parts of God.  He is the same God always.

In saying that God is infinite and personal I am saying that He is not subject to any of the limitations of humanity or of creation in general.  He is greater than anything that he has made and far greater than anything else that exists. He is personal and he interacts with us as persons and as we relate to him as persons. We can pray to him, worship him, obey him, love him and he can speak to us, rejoice in us and love us.
In saying that God is true and faithful I am saying that God will do what he has said and fulfill what he has promised.  The essence of true faith is taking God at his word and relying on him to do as he promised (Num. 23:19).

In saying that God is also good I am saying that He is the final standard of good and all that God is and does is worthy of approval. No one is good but God alone (Luke. 18:19).   Psalm 106:1 records, “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.”  God’s goodness is related to several characteristics of his nature.   His mercy and his grace noted in Psalm 106:1are examples of his goodness. 

God’s decrees are His eternal purpose according to his will and pleasure (Eph. 1:11; 1 Peter 1:20).  His decrees reflect His omnipotence (Rev. 4:11), His immutability (Psalm 33:11), thy ear not conditional (Prov. 19:21), He executes his decrees sovereignly (Isa. 40:13). God has decreed various aspects of what occurs in his creation. For example, God has decreed the length of our lives (Ps 139:16-17).  He has also decreed in some cases, the wicked actions of men (Acts 2:23).

The free will of men does not go beyond God’s permitted bounds.  However, things happen that “do not enter God’s mind” as we see in Jer. 7:31; 19:5; 32:35.   This does not mean that God is unaware of these things. Rather, it means that the direct action was not decreed by God.    God has also decreed who will be saved (Eph. 1:4).

God is eternal meaning that he has no beginning and no end and He sees all time equally vivid.  Yet God sees events in time and acts in time as he relates with his creation (Psalm 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8).

God is unchanging in his being, perfection, purposes and promises. Yet, God does act and feel emotions and he acts and feels differently in response to different situations (Mal.3:6). 

God is love (1 John 4:8).  He is self giving for the benefit of others. In Rom. 5:8 we see how God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

God is holy in that he is separated from sin and from all creation and is devoted to seeking his own honor.  God is the most holy one.  Since God is holy, all believers should strive to be holy and live a holy life (1 Peter 1:16).

God is a jealous God.   Exodus 20:5 says, “For I the Lord your God am a jealous God.”

He desires that worship is given to him alone and not to false gods. God’s jealousy means that he protects his own honor.

God has wrath against sin. His wrath against sin is related to his holiness and justice. However we should not feel any fear of God’s wrath because those who have trusted in Jesus are delivered from the wrath of God’s judgment (1 Thes.1:10).

The Trinity:   The expression triune God refers to the fact that each person of the Trinity is fully God.   God is three persons.  Each person is fully God, but there is only one God.  The Father is never the Son, the Son is never the Holy Spirit.  Likewise, the Holy Spirit is never the Father.   Yet, they are one undivided & indivisible.   Deut.6:4 teach us that “The Lord is one.”

The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is a divine person with all the qualities of personhood: He is omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-8), He is omniscient (1 Cor. 2:10-11), He gives new life (1Jn 3:9; Jn.3:5-7), He can be grieved (Eph.4:30).  The Holy Spirit is God in all ways and a part of the Trinity.  There are no distinctions between the person of the Holy Spirit and the other two persons of the Godhead.

The work of the Holy Spirit

The work of the Holy Spirit brings people to faith. In the Old Testament we see the work of the Holy Spirit bringing people to faith and working in remarkable ways in a few individuals such as Moses, Samuel, David and Elijah  (Num.11:25-26; 1Samuel:19-21 chapter?; 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Kings 2:9-10).
We also see evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in some people in the book of Exodus 31:3.   However, there was little or effective evangelism of the nations in the OT, there was no casting out of demons and miraculous healing was uncommon. Some of these things did happen especially in the ministries of Elijah and Elisha.

In the New Testament the work of the Holy Spirit is seen at Pentecost. This was when a new era in redemption history was inaugurated and the new covenant of empowering by the Holy Spirit which had been prophesied by Old Testament prophets (Joel 2:28-29) and had now come to God’s people. This marked the beginning of the new covenant age.

One characteristic of this new era was a wide spread distribution of spiritual gifts to all people who were made partakers of this new covenant as sons and daughters. Young and old men received a new covenant relationship with the Holy Spirit and it was expected that all would receive gifts of the Holy Spirit then as well.    

The purpose of spiritual gifts were given in New Testament age was to equip the church to carry out its ministry until Christ returns. In 1Cor. 1:7 Paul tells the Corinthian that they were not lacking in any spiritual gifts as they waited for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. Here Paul connects the possession of spiritual gifts and their situation in the history of redemption suggesting that gifts are given to the church for a period between Christ ascension and his return (1 Cor. 13:10). Paul looks forward to the time of Christ return and says, “When the perfect comes the imperfect will pass away.”

Paul was indicating that these imperfect gifts will be operating until Christ returns when they will be superseded by something far greater.   Therefore, the pouring out of the Holy Spirit in power at Pentecost (Acts: 1: 8) was to equip the church and to preach the gospel, something that will continue until Christ returns.  There are other purposes for some spiritual gifts – i.e. to confirm the message and messenger of the apostolic office, to edify the church, to minister to the needs of the church.  Never are they for personal gain or personal edification but for the church’s benefit.    Paul also reminds the believers that in their use of spiritual gifts they are to strive to excel in building up the Church (1Cor. 14:12).

We must remember that there are many gifts that the New Testament church is to employ.  The NT specifies in six different passages what those gifts are.   In regard to the different kinds of gifts, they all come from the same Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4-6).    In 1Cor.12:28 Paul names a few spiritual gifts within the church. All within the body of Christ, Paul says that God has appointed apostle, prophets, teachers, miraculous healing, helpers, administrators, speaking in tongues.

In 1Cor.12:8-10 we see Paul describing other gifts: the gift of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, distinguishing between spirits and  interpretation of tongues.  In Eph. 4:11 we see Paul naming the gift of evangelist and pastor/teacher.   In Rom 12:6-8 we see the gifts of serving, encouraging, contributing, leadership and mercy.

These lists of gifts are different one from the other. Paul says each [believer] has his own special gift from God one of one kind and one of another, each according to the biblical lists.  However, gifts may vary in strength.  In Rom 12:6 Paul says that if we have the gift of prophecy we should use it in proportion to our faith, indicating that the gift could be more or less strongly developed in different individuals or in the same individual over a period of time. This is why Paul reminds Timothy “Do not neglect the gift you have” (1Tim 4:14).  It’s obvious that many gifts increase in strength and effectiveness as they are used.   That is, proficiency increases with the exercise of the spiritual gift.

Therefore, my view on spiritual gifts is that we are to submit to the Spirit God gives us and who helps us see the gift he has given to us so that we can use them to edify the church or others (1Cor. 14:5).    We must keep two essential points in mind:  1- That the spiritual gift is not for us but for the glory of God. 2- That the spiritual gift does not make one mature in the faith.    This is evidenced in the Corinthian church where they did not lack any gifts but yet they were carnal (1 Cor. 3:1-3).

As to my perspective on the sign gifts – tongues & healing, I believe that these gifts are still evident today.   In 1 Cor. 13:10 we see the Paul saying “When the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away” indicating that these “imperfect” gifts  will be in operation  until Christ returns, when they will be superseded by something far greater. The pouring out of the Holy Spirit in power at Pentecost (Acts 1:8) is something that will continue until Christ returns. And Paul reminds believers that in their use of spiritual gifts they are to “strive to excel in building up the church” (1 Cor.14:12). The NT is very clear as to how they are to be used; spiritual gifts are given to equip the church to carry out its ministry until Christ returns.

I believe that as I evaluate myself concerning how God has gifted me I conclude that the gift of administration and preaching the word of God has been granted to me.   Likewise, God has also used me in conveying the gospel at my work site and even in public forums.   I have a passion to practice these gifts and a joy as I use them in the church and outside of the church.   I do so all for His glory, Amen.   I am careful not to neglect the gifts that God has given me. 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit is when God places us into his family and we assume entrance into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).

Indwelling of the Spirit is when the Holy Spirit lives in the believer having taken up residence as result of being part of the body of Christ  (1 Cor. 6:18-20).

Filling of the Spirit is an everyday thing (lifestyle) as we submit daily to him. As we surrender our minds and hearts, he fills us. I see it as my first cup of coffee each morning. Without such filling I simply do not   feel right throughout the day. Being filled with the Spirit is not a matter of how much of the Holy Spirit  one has  but how much of  ourselves does the Holy Spirit have (Eph 5:15-18). 

The Sealing of the Holy Spirit means that all believers belong to Christ guaranteeing that he will do what he has promised. The Holy Spirit seal is like a down payment or a deposit validating a contract (Eph 1: 13-14; Eph .4:30) guaranteeing that the believer is truly the possession of God and that God will bring to completion the salvation that he has begun.

Regeneration is new spiritual birth and the reason for why Christ explains that we must be born again (John: 3: 3-5; Titus: 3:5).   I believe that the Holy Spirit regenerates us to believe so that we can exercise faith.  My faith is in Jesus Christ as a living person, for forgiveness of sin, based on the promises of his word and believing him for eternal life with God.  Our inability to come to Christ on our own, without an initial work of God within us  is evident in John 6:44  where Jesus said “ no one comes to me unless the Father who sent me draws him” and “no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father” (John 6:65). This act of regeneration is described in Acts 16:14 where Luke writes of  Lydia, “The Lord opened her heart to give heed to what was said by Paul.”  The Lord opened Lydia’s heart and then she was able to give heed to Paul’s teaching and to respond in faith.  
CHRISTOLOGY

The Humanity of Christ:   The fact that Jesus had a human body just like our human bodies is seen in many passages of scriptures. Scriptures clearly shows us that Jesus was conceived in the womb of his virgin mother, Mary, by a miraculous work of the Holy Spirit and without a human father. The virgin birth of Christ is an unmistakable reminder of the fact that salvation can never come through human effort, but must be the supernatural work of God. The fact was evident at the very beginning of Jesus life when “God sent forth his son, born of woman born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as son” (Gal. 4:4-5).

The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and full humanity in one person (hypostatic union).    This was the means God used to send his son into the world as a man (John 3:16; Gal.4:4).  The virgin birth also made it possible for Christ’s true humanity to be without inherited sin.   All human beings have inherited legal guilt and a corrupt moral nature through their first fathers, Adam but Christ did not because he had no human father.  The fact that Jesus did not have a human father means that the line of descent from Adam is partially interrupted. Jesus did not descend from Adam in exactly the same way in which every other human being has descended from Adam. This helps us to understand why the legal guilt and moral corruption that belong to all human beings did not belong to Christ 

 Rom 5:6-19
In regards to the humanity of Jesus we know that he was born just as all human babies are born (Luke 2:7).   We read in Luke 2:40 that Christ grew from childhood to adulthood just as other children grow into adults.  The text reads, “The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom and the favor of God was upon him.”   Moreover, in Luke 2:52 the author tells us that “Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.”   The humanity of Christ is underscored in other texts as well.   In John 4:6 we read that Jesus became tired just as we tire as he was on his journey and sat down besides the well.   In John 19:28 we read that he became thirsty.   He also was hungry after he fasted for forty days in the wilderness (Matt. 4:2).   
We also see in scriptures that Jesus had a human soul and human emotions.  In John 12:27 we see several indications that Jesus had a human soul (or spirit).  Before his crucifixion Jesus said, “Now is my soul troubled.”   In John 13:21 we see that he was troubled in spirit.  Moreover in Matt.26:38, we see Jesus saying “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death.”

Although Jesus was fully human as we are, Jesus was different in one important respect.

He was without sin, and he never committed sin during his lifetime.  The sinlessness spirit of Jesus is taught frequently in the New Testament.  In Luke 4:13 we see that Satan was unable to tempt Jesus successfully.  The sinlessness of Jesus is essential in order for him to be a sacrifice for us.   In John 8:46 we see that Jesus asked the Jews who opposed him, “Which of you convicts me of sin?” with the understanding that no one could convict him.  We see more of the statements about Jesus sinlessness in the gospel of John.  In John 8:12 we see Jesus made the amazing proclamation, “I am the light of the world.”   This claim could only be made by someone who was free from sin.

Throughout the scriptures we also see that Jesus was not only human but he was fully divine.  He possessed and continues to possess full deity.   In the New Testament we see many clear passages that explicitly refer to Jesus as God:  John 1:1, 18; Rom 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb: 1:8; Ps. 45:6; 2 Pet.1:1.   In Isaiah 9:6 we see the Old Testament name God applied to Christ.   In Matt.22:44 we see where Jesus identifies himself as the sovereign Lord of the Old Testament when he asks the Pharisees about Psalm 110:1.   In addition to the uses of the word God and Lord to refer to Christ, we have other passages that strongly claim the deity of Christ. In John 8:57 we see Jesus telling the Jewish opponents that Abraham had seen his day and they challenged him with the response, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?    Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say, before Abraham was, ‘I am’” John 8:58.    Jesus was repeating the same words God used of himself when he identified himself to Moses: “I am who I am” Ex. 3:14.  Jesus was claiming for himself the title “ I am” by which God designates himself as the eternal existing one, the God who is the source of his own existence and who has always been and always will be.  In Rev. 22:13 Christ notes, “I am the alpha and omega, the first and the last the beginning and the end.”

According to some nineteenth century interpreters of Phil. 2:5-7, the kenosis means that Christ gave up some of his divine attributes while he was on earth as a man. According to this theory, Christ emptied himself of some of his divine attributes such as omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence, while he was on earth as a man. This was viewed as voluntary self-limitation on Christ’s part which he carried out in order to fulfill his work of redemption.  However, the text does not say that Christ emptied himself of some powers or his divine attributes. Rather the text shows us that this emptying of him is actually Jesus taking the form of a servant, that is by coming to live as a man.  Christ emptied himself of his glory and at best, the independent exercise of some divine attributes (Philippians.2:8).

The emptying includes role and status, not essential attribute or nature. It means he took on a humble role.  Otherwise, Christ would cease being God.

The resurrected body of Christ:   There are several pieces of evidence in the New Testament showing that Jesus had a physical body after the resurrection:  In Matt. 28:9 we see that the disciple took hold of his feet. In Luke 24:15-18, 28-29 we see he appeared to the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  In Luke 24:30 we also see that Jesus took bread and broke it, he ate a piece of broil fish to demonstrate clearly that he had a physical body and was not just a spirit.

The purpose of the resurrected body:    Christ’s resurrection insures our regeneration.   In 1 Pet.1:3 Peter writes that “we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”    Christ resurrection insures our justification. In Rom 4:25 we see where Paul connects Christ resurrection with our justification. Here Paul says that Jesus put to death for our trespasses and rose for our justification.  Christ resurrection insures that we will receive perfect bodies as well.  The New Testament several times connects Jesus resurrection with our final bodily resurrection (1 Cor. 15).   Christ resurrection also shows that Christ was right and it vindicates his claims (Acts 1:3-4)  Paul notes in 1 Cor. 15 that if the resurrection were not true, then we are to be pitied the most among men because Christ’s resurrection assures us our own eternal life.
ANTHROPOLOGY
Need for Salvation:  We are in need of salvation because of Adam’s original sin. In Rom. 5: 12 Paul says that is through Adams sin that death spread to all men because of men sinned.  The sin of Adam is passed on to all men.   Through the sin of that Adam committed in the garden came the consequences of all being alienated from God.  After Adam committed sin God banished him from the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:23).  Originally, Adam had a perfect fellowship with God, but after he committed sin his relationship with God was damaged. Therefore, as a result of being descendants of Adam we inherit his guilt. We are counted guilty because of Adam’s sin and therefore are also separated from a holy God (Rom. 3:10-20).   In addition to the inherited sin and guilt we also inherited a sinful nature. We are all born corrupt and spiritually dead and can do nothing but evil.  Even our will is in bondage to sin so that we cannot choose God and cannot receive the gospel on our own without the work of the Holy Spirit.  In Psalm 51: 5 David says “Surely I was sinful at birth sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”  David is so overwhelmed with the consciousness of his sin that as he looks back on his life he realizes that he was sinful from the beginning as far back as he can think of himself, he realized that he has had a sinful nature.   In fact, when he was born from his mother’s womb he was brought fourth in iniquity.
Moreover, even before he was born he had a sinful nature, “For in sin did my mother conceived me”.

In Eph. 2:3 Paul affirm that before we were Christians we were by nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind.   Now this inherited tendency to sin does not mean that human beings are all as bad as they could be nor does it mean that we can’t do any good in any sense of the word. However, in our inherited corruption and tendency to sin which we received from Adam means that as far as God is concerned, we are not able to do anything that pleases God.   In Romans 5: 8 God regarded us as sinners in Adam, even before we existed. That’s why we need salvation and our sins taken care of through the atonement that came through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Jesus paid the price for all who received his gift of salvation and as a result of accepting his gift of salvation we are now counted by God as not guilty because of the sacrifice Jesus made for us (Rom. 6:22-23).
As for the individual coming to salvation in John 6:44 we read that “No man can come to me, unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day”.  In other words man in his depraved mind cannot and does not have the ability to save himself or to earn or merit salvation, nor prepare or qualify himself for salvation.  Man in his depraved state of mind cannot and will not even believe the gospel and repent.   In 1Cor. 2:14 we read, “The man without the spirit does not accept the things that come from the spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”   In other words it takes the work of the Holy Spirit to intervene to bring us to believe and repent and accept the gift of salvation.

The Image of God
The fact that man is in the image of God means that man is like God and represents God.  In Gen.1:26 God says “Let us make man in our image in our likeness”, meaning that God planned to make a creature similar to himself.  The Hebrew word for image and likeness refer to something that is similar but not identical to the thing it represents.
These are some specific aspects of our likeness to God.

Moral aspects:  We are accountable before God for our actions corresponding to that accountability.  We have an inner sense of right and wrong that puts us apart from animals.  We are born with a conscience that explains right from wrong (Rom. 2________).
Spiritual aspects: We not only have physical bodies but also immaterial spirits and we can therefore act in ways that are significant in the immaterial spiritual realm of existence. This means that we have a spiritual life that enables us to relate to God as persons, and we also have immortality.  We also have the mental aspects giving us the ability to reason and think logically and learn that sets us apart from the animal world.
Our likeness to God is also illustrated by our use of complex, abstract language; our awareness of the distant future: and the entire spectrum of human creative activity in such areas as music, literature, and science. Such aspects of human existence reveal the ways in which we differ from animals absolutely, not merely in degree. Furthermore, the degree and complexity of human emotions indicate just how vast is the difference between humankind and the rest of creation. 

In addition to our unique ability to relate to God there are other relational aspects of being in God’s image. Although animals no doubt have some sense of community with each other, the depth of interpersonal harmony experienced in human marriage, in a human family when it functions according to God’s principles, and in a church when a community of believer is walking in fellowship with the Lord and with one another, is much greater than the interpersonal harmony experienced by animals.

Man is like God also in his relationship to the rest of creation. Specifically, man has been given the right to rule over the creation and has even been given the authority when Christ returns to sit in judgment over angels (Gen. 1:26, 28; Ps. 8:6-8; 1Cor. 6: 3).
The starry universe, the abundant earth, the world of plants and animals, and the angelic kingdoms are remarkable, even magnificent.  But we are more like our creator than any of these things. We are the culmination of God’s infinitely wise and skillful work of creation. Even though sin has greatly marred that likeness, we nonetheless now reflect much of it, and shall even more as we grow in likeness to Christ.

We might wonder whether man could still be thought to be like God after he sinned.  This question is answered quite early in Genesis where God gives Noah the authority to establish the death penalty for murder among human beings just after the flood. God says “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for God made man in his own image” (Gen.9:6).   Even though people are sinful, there is still enough likeness to God remaining in them that to murder another person (to “shed blood” is an Old Testament expression for taking a human life) is to attack the part of creation that most resembles God, and it betrays an attempt or desire (if one were able) to attack God himself.  Man is still in God’s image. The New Testament gives confirmation to this when James 3:9 says that men generally, not just believer, “are made in the likeness of God”. 

Therefore, in all we must remember that even fallen, sinful man has the status of being in God’s image. Every single human being, no matter how much the image of God is marred by sin, or illness, or weakness, or age, or any other disability, still has the status of  being in God’s image and therefore must be treated with the dignity and respect that is due to God’s image-bearer. This has profound implications for our conduct towards others. It means that people of every race deserves equal dignity and rights. It means that elderly people, those seriously ill, the mentally retarded, and unborn children deserve full protection and honor as human beings. If we ever deny our unique status in creation as God’s only image bearers, we will soon begin to depreciate the value of human life, will tend to see humans as merely a higher form of animal, and will begin to treat others as such.  We will also lose much of our sense of meaning in life.

As all human being are created in the image of God we must remember that the full measure of our creation in the image of God is not seen in the life of Adam who sinned, nor is it seen in our lives now, for we are imperfect.   Rather, the New Testament emphasizes that God’s purpose in creating man in his image was completely realized in the person of Jesus Christ. He himself is the image of God (2 Cor.4:4).   He is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15).   In Jesus we see human likeness to God as it was intended to be, and it should cause for us to rejoice that God has predestined us “To be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom.8:29; 1 Cor.15:49).

When he appears we will be like him (1 John 3:2).  Man also reflects God in other ways. Like God man has intellect, emotion, volition, ability to worship, ability to speak words and free moral will.  It is an amazing position to be God’s representative on earth. We are the icons of God; The adequate image of God.

SOTERIOLOGY

The offer of salvation is God’s love gift to all. Those who accept this gift by faith apart from works become a Christian, new person in Christ (2Cor. 5:17).   Salvation is a gift of grace and is not something we earn or merit (Eph. 2:8-9).

Salvation comes to those who respond to the gospel call in which the person sincerely repents of his sins and places his trust in Jesus Christ for salvation.  However, knowledge is not enough. We must have some knowledge about who Christ is and what he has done for us (Rom. 10:14.), but knowledge about the facts of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection for us is not enough. People can know about the facts and rebel against them or dislike them as we are told by Paul in Rom. 1:32.   James 2:19 says that even demons know who God is and know the facts about Jesus’ life and saving works and tremble in fear. That knowledge certainly does not mean that demons are saved. In addition to knowledge of the facts of the gospel the unbeliever must also approve of those facts in order to be saved.  We also see in Scriptures that the unbeliever must decide to depend on Jesus to save him.   In doing this he moves from being an interested observer of the facts of salvation and the teachings of the Bible to being someone who enters into a new relationship with Jesus Christ as a living person.  Saving faith is to trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins and eternal life with God.

An explanation of the facts concerning salvation must include at least the following truths:  All people have sinned (Rom. 3:23), the penalty of each man sin is death (Rom. 6:23), Jesus Christ died in our place to pay the penalty for our sins (Rom. 5:8), a petition to respond personally in repentance and faith (Acts 20:21; John 1:11-12),  a promise of forgiveness and eternal life (John 3:16; Acts 3:19, 2:38).

Grace and Works:   In Rom 1:18-3:20 Paul says that no one will be able to make himself righteous before God, for no human being will be justified in God’s sight by works of the law (Rom 3: 20). He goes on to explain that since all sinned and fall short of the glory of God and can be justified only by God’s grace as a gift through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus (Rom 3:23-24).  God’s grace is his unmerited favor toward us simply because we are unable to earn favor with God by our own efforts.  The only way we can be declared righteous is if God freely provides that righteousness and extends his salvation to us by grace, that is, totally apart from works lest any man should boast (Eph.2:8-9).

Grace is clearly put in contrast to works or merit as the reason why and the means by which God is willing to justify us. God did not have any obligation to impute our sins to Christ or to impute Christ’s righteousness to us.  We were justified only because of his unmerited favor toward us.  Note however that good works is the result of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.

The Gospel is the good news of the gift of God to sinful man. The Gospel is that God has provided a way of salvation for all through the gift of his son Jesus Christ to the world (John. 3:16).

Redemption means that we were bought at a price by Christ Jesus and he took as back to himself by paying the price on the cross for our sins. We now belong to him (1Cor. 6:19-20). We were taken back from Satan and the ransom cost was paid to God.
Justification is the instantaneous legal act of God in which our sins being forgiven and Christ righteousness belonging to us, God declares us to be righteous in his sight and guiltless. In Rom 3:26 Paul clearly teaches that this justification comes after our faith and as God response to our faith. He says that God “justifies him who has faith in Jesus” and that “a man is justified by faith apart from works of law.”  In Rom 5:1 Paul says that since “we are justified by faith; we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Forgiveness  is part of God’s act of justification in which he grants us pardon from our sins thus no longer holding our own sins against us.  In Rom 8:1 Paul says “There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  In this sense, those who are justified have no penalty to pay for sins because Christ has paid the penalty in full (Acts 10:43).

Imputed Righteousness – Our righteousness comes from God to all who believe.  The righteousness of Christ is placed on us as our own whereas our sins are placed on Christ as his own (Rom 3:21-24; 1 Cor. 5:21).  Catholics believe in infusion rather than in imputation.  Infusion means that God infuses (like an injection to our souls) more righteousness with every good deed we commit.  Thus, confession, alms, going to church, helping, prayer, Hail Mary’s all are good deeds that will infuse more righteousness.  The hope is that on our final day, we will be heavy on the infusion and will be guaranteed heaven.  Christians without enough infusion of righteousness will go to purgatory to have their sins purged from their souls.  By sinning we lose infused righteousness and it has to be replaced.  
Election is an act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them but only because of his sovereign good pleasure (Eph. 1:3-7).

Saving Faith is to trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior even as the scriptures explain him to be. It is a complete surrender of one’s life to God through Christ. It is the response of God’s effectual call in the sinner and is always accompanied by repentance.  
Grace is the demonstration of God’s goodness towards the sinner in which God extends salvation without regards to the worth or merit of those who receive it (Eph. 2:8-9).

Mercy is God’s compassion toward those in misery and distress.  Mercy can be described as having leniency   from God toward the sinner (1 Pet. 2:9-10).  Mercy is the grounds by which God extends grace to the incredulous.

Atonement means that Christ paid the full price of for our sins (Rom 3:25-26).
Propitiation means to remove from us the wrath we deserved of God because it was spent and satisfied in Christ. Christ died as a propitiation for our sins, thus the Father’s wrath was placed on Christ as the one who absorbs that wrath and satisfies God’s justice over sin (1 John. 4:10).

The Perseverance of the saints means that all those who are truly born will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives and that only those who persevere until the end have been truly born again (1 John 2:19
).   This definition has two parts.   It indicates first that there is assurance to those who are truly born again because God’s power will keep them as Christian until they die and they will surely live with Christ in heaven forever. On the other hand, the second half of the definition makes it clear that continuing in the Christian life is one of the evidence that a person is truly born again.  In Rom 8:1 Paul says that “there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” guaranteeing the perseverance of the true believer.

Sanctification is the progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives. Sanctification is something that continues throughout the Christian’s life.     The New Testament encourages us to give effort and attention to this progressive work of God which requires our cooperation. 
Three Stages of Sanctification:
1- Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration. A definite moral change occurs in our lives at the point of regeneration. Paul speaks about the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit in Titus 3:5.  1 John 3:9 says that once we are born again, we cannot continue to sin as a habit or pattern of life because the power of new spiritual life within us keeps us from yielding to a life of sin.

2- Sanctification increases throughout life as the believer submits to God.  Our task as Christians is to grow more and more in sanctification, just as we grew in our sin in our past life. Paul says that “Just as you once yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your members to righteousness for sanctification” ( Rom.6:19 ).

3- Sanctification is completed at death (for our souls) and when the Lord returns (for our bodies). Because there is sin that still remains in our hearts even though we have become born again (Rom. 6:12-13) our sanctification will never be completed in this life. But once we die and go to be with the Lord, then the sanctification of our souls will be completed for our souls will then be set free from indwelling sin and will be made perfect.  The author of Hebrews says that when we come into the presence of God to worship we come “to the spirits of righteous men made perfect” (Heb. 12:23).  
ECCLESIOLOGY 

Church Government:   The word of God is very clear as to how he wishes his church on earth to be organized. First and most of all, Christ is the head of the Church and its supreme authority (Ephesians 1:22).  The headship of Jesus over the church is summarized in the book of Colossians. The Church is of him (his creation), through him (continued by him), unto him (for his consummation).  The book lays emphasis upon the headship of Christ in that he is ultimate source or point of origin regarding the church (Col.1:16-18).    Christ is the head of the Church as its sustainer, as well as its source. Jesus Christ as the head of the church gives the body unity and cohesion. Just as the head coordinates and directs the physical body, coordinating every activity so as to produce one unified person, relating literally thousands of functions and impulses to the overall purpose of the body, so the head of the Church gives unity and order in the midst of great diversity.  In Col 1:17 Paul tells us, “In him all things hold together.”  Christ is also the church’s ultimate purpose for existence; He is its goal (Phil. 2:10-11).  The ultimate purpose of the Headship of Christ is that He might have preeminence in all things. That all praise and glory and honor might go to him.

The church of Christ is to be governing by spiritual leadership consisting of two main offices: elders and deacons. The people of God have been ruled by elders since early times recorded in the Old Testament. When Moses was sent by God to deliver the Israelites from Egyptian bondage, Moses was told to “gather the elders of Israel together” (Exodus 3:16).   

The New Testament speaks of the rulers in the church by the designations of elders, overseers, and shepherds. While these different terms are used, they all refer to the same office: that of the elder. We see many references as to elders in the New Testament: Matt 15:2; Mark 7:3; John 3: 1; 7:26, 48; Mark 5:22; Luke 8:41; Acts 18:8, 17. 

The Old Testament and the gospels provide crucial background information about the church government erected by the apostle. The apostle did not create something radically new; they built upon the foundation of previous biblical revelation. Even as Israel utilized elders to lead and administrate the dealings of the nation, so God has ordained elders and pastors to administrate the local church.

As God has established the rule of elder in the church it is important to remember that the word of God has established clear for those who serve as elders.   In 1Timothy 3:2-8 we see qualifications are needed for the office of elder. These qualifications focus on three important aspects of a man’s life:  his moral behavior, his knowledge of Christian doctrine, and his family life.  Since God has established the rule of elders in the church, it is the duty of members to submit to these officers (Heb.13:17).

As for the office of deacons, the term is derived from the Greek word diakonos which is usually translated “servant”.  While the standards for the deacon are high, it will be noticed that they are not identical to those of the elder. The deacon must hold “the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience” (1Tim 3:9), but his mastery of doctrine is not necessarily as extensive as that of the elder, who by sound doctrine” must be able “to exhort and to convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9).   

This difference points to a basic distinction between elders and deacons. To the elder is given the task to rule, which includes the shepherding duties of oversight and teaching. Deacons are not rulers; they are subordinate class of officers who serve under the direction of the elders. Deacons assist the elders, especially by relieving them of distractions from the temporal affairs of the church.

As for woman in ministry we must remember that God created both genders in his image (Gen 1:27-28).   Men and woman have true equality in their importance and character as well as in their existence as distinct persons. Men and woman have been created by God to be equal in their importance and personhood.   The combination of godly men and godly women in their complementary differences together reflect the beauty of God’s character.   However, just as men and woman are equal in God’s eyes they are differences in roles. This is a reflection of the Trinity: The Father has always been the Father &has always related to the Son as a father relates to a son. Within their equality in character, existence, nature and attributes the Father exercises greater authority. The Father has a leadership role within the Trinity that the Son and Holy Spirit do not have. When we see creation and redemption, the Father ordained creation & redemption; the Son carried it out, the Holy Spirit sustains creation and applies redemption. The Father did not die for our sins; the Father was not poured out to men at Pentecost. Each member of the Trinity has distinct roles or functions while maintaining full equality, importance, personhood and deity (Gen 1: 1-2; Jn. 1:1-3; Cor. 8:6; Heb.1:2).

As image bearers of God, we see distinct roles and functions within genders as well (1Cor 11:3).  Again, both are equal in importance but their functions are different: each gender is given different roles. I believe this same ordinance is true within the context of leadership in the church. In 1Cor. 11:2-16 we see the differences in the distinct clothing between men and women in the context of worship in the Christian assembly so that the God ordained distinctions would be evident.   We can clearly conclude that the concept of different roles and functions is not only necessary, but reflects the perfection of the Trinity and should not be considered a disadvantage or discriminatory but a glorious manifestation of the administrative wisdom of God. As in the Trinity, neither should it bring about pride nor cause anyone to lord it over those allotted to one’s charge (1Peter 5:3).   Rather the district roles with authority and submission within the God head reflect a sobering reality of responsibility and accountability to God and one another in the home and in the Church. 

Membership and Discipline:    Membership is important because it says that “I agree, I am a believer, I am accountable.”   Membership is important because it says that “I am willing to live by the beliefs and standards of the church.”  Membership means abiding by the church’s constitution and bylaws, and submitting to the leadership authority. Without church membership it is very difficult to exercise church discipline or to hold people accountable to the biblical standards of the church.  Membership is also important because as a member we enjoy the blessings and responsibility for helping to fulfill the vision and ministries of the church. When a person is accepted into the church’s membership, that new member needs to be involved in the church by  serving in  attending faithfully, praying, caring for others, participating in congregational meetings, giving financial support, and making oneself available for leadership.  

My view of a biblical church government is one that governs under the authority of Jesus Christ.   It also must govern with the word of God as its only instructions and convictions. Church government must remember that Christ is the head of the church and all wisdom, gifts, talents and power comes from Christ Jesus. Without Jesus as the head the local church is just like any corporation (Eph: 1:22).  However, I do believe as Jesus Christ is the head of the church ,that every church has the right to govern their own affairs.
Church discipline is a scriptural teaching that makes many feel uncomfortable.  As a result, many times we tend to ignore the exercise of discipline.  At other times, some over exercise church discipline and it is done without the biblical principle.  My understanding of church discipline is that it is to protect the church and restore the brother back to the fellowship of believers. Church discipline should be always carried out in love for the brother, never in vengeance and in love for Christ and his church for the sake of unity and purity (1 Cor.5:1-11).

COVENANTS
The Establishments of Covenants:   A covenant is permanent for as long as both parties are alive and God is the witness or the mediator of covenants. God upholds a broken covenant, thus it can never be dissolved; if enacted properly it can never be nullified because it is unconditional.  Just as God’s New Covenant with man is permanent and unconditional thus making our redemption permanent and guaranteed (Eph.1) and thus secure until it is completely fulfilled, so are our horizontal covenants are permanent until they are completely fulfilled (Heb. 13:20).

Christ’s resurrection was essential so that the new covenant of grace could be carried out for a covenant is valid for as long as both parties are living. Thus Christ resurrected and perpetually lives so that the covenant of redemption will be perpetually in force.  Unconditional covenants cannot be arbitrary, altered, abbreviated or abandoned. If I violate a covenant, God upholds it & insists on it.

The Bible is divided into two testaments or covenants.  The Old Testament pertains to the first covenant made with Abraham and is dependent on the shed of blood of animals to institute the covenant. This covenant was confirmed by the most binding method of all… sacrificed blood. In a blood covenant parties to the covenant passed through the divided bloodied animal symbolically pledging their own lives if they violated the covenant.   God’s covenant with Abraham was the basis for all that God did with and for Abraham and his descendants. It was God’s purpose that the entire world be blessed through Israel (Gen.12:2-3). God accomplished this in the sending of his Son Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:8).

The New Covenant was predicted in the Old Testament text of Jer: 31:31.  This covenant is the permanent blood covenant noted in Heb. 7:18-25.

The New Covenant promises the following:
1-We no longer have to depend on scarified animals and mediating priests to obtain God’s forgiveness. Priest and sacrifices could not remove sin and save people but Christ truly removes sin and saves.

2- A new basis of our righteousness. In 1Cor. 1:30 we see Paul saying that “it is because of him

that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us the wisdom of God that is our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”

3- A New Commandment – We are to love even more superbly than in the Old Testament.  John 13:34 reads, “A new command I give you: Love one another, as I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
4- A new heaven and earth – God will replace this fallen universe with a new creation for his righteous ones (2 Pet: 3:13-14).   

5- A new creation – God does more than reform us… he gives us a new nature (2Cor 5:17).

6- New Song – Our changed lives reflect in our outlook and expression as we worship God for redeeming us (Col 3:16). 

Regarding Divorce and Remarriage:  The scriptures are very clear as for how God feels about divorce.  Malachi 2:16 says that God hates divorce. Hate is a very strong word to describe a very strong sentiment. God clearly has a very intense aversion to divorce.  The Bible depicts divorce as a treacherous, underhanded disloyalty, a breaking of trust which God hates. 

Yet, God does not say, “I hate divorced people.”    Matthew 19:4-6 says that marriage is a covenant and therefore permanent between a man and a woman with God as the witness.   However, because of man’s sinfulness divorces do occur and though it is unpleasing and unacceptable to God, our Lord has made provisions for marriages that come apart.  These provisions should not be viewed as God’s condoning divorce but as guidelines recognizing that marital break ups do occur and even serve as restraints on divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1-4).

Like all unconditional covenants, the marriage covenant can be broken but not dissolved or done away with. Christ’s words are clear, “Therefore, what God has joined together, let no man separate” (Mathew 19:6). This is how it was from the beginning.  It is important to note that divorce is not the unpardonable sin and neither are those who have suffered through divorce and the events leading to divorce second rate citizens of heaven. Divorces do happen. Moses acknowledged it as he established civic laws for his nation.  Nonetheless, this is not God’s design and neither is divorce God’s Plan B for this fallen world.

Regarding  Remarriage:   My understanding of remarriage is that it should be only in the case of one partner dying.  In Rom. 7:2-3 Paul says that “by law a woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage.  So then if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress because she is covenantal bound to two men.  But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man. Yet in many cases many do remarry for various reasons other than one partner dying.

In 1Corinthians 7:10-11 are clear statements against divorce and remarriage. It is a clear agreement to Christ’s teachings in the gospels. In verse 12-14 the believer is given a command to maintain the family unit as long as the unbelieving spouse is willing. The reason is clear; God views this unequal marriage as valid, a legitimate covenant and the children as legitimate too. However in v.15 if the unbelieving spouse does not want to continue in the marriage and leaves, then the believer spouse is not bound to the previously said command of verse 12-13.  This passage is not saying that divorce is permissible in cases of abandonment. Rather it is saying that is an unbelieving spouse chooses to separate from the other, the believer is not required or expected to persist or insist that the unbeliever does not depart. It is not saying that they are no longer bound in marriage. It is saying that the believer is no longer bound to maintain a life together as a family unit. This passage acknowledges a time or situation for separation. It does not condone divorce or suggest that the covenant of marriage becomes null and void. The reason for this instruction is in v.15c and is in order that the believer may live in peace and the married couple will seek unity, not separation.

ESCHATOLOGY

My understanding of the end times is that it will begin with Christ returning like a thief in the night (1Thess. 5:1-2).   In addition, I believe that Christ will also come before the great tribulation.  This return of Christ is referred to as the rapture and marks the point in which Christ will take all believers away from this world.  The dead in Christ will rise first; then we who area alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet with the Lord Jesus in the air (1 Thess.4:16-17).   Christ will then return to heaven with the believers who have been removed from the earth. When that happens, there will be a great tribulation on the earth for a period of seven years.

During this seven-year period of tribulation many of the signs that were predicted to precede Christ return will be fulfilled. The entire time of tribulation will be a time of the outpouring of God’s wrath on all the earth. Therefore, it would not be appropriate for Christians to be on earth at the time. In Rev. 3:10 we read Jesus’ words , “I will keep you from the hour of trial which is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell upon the earth.” The gathering of the fullness of the Jewish people will also occur as they trust Christ as their Messiah. In this great suffering, there will also be effective evangelism that will take place by the new Jewish Christians. 

At the end of the tribulation Christ will return with his saints to reign on the earth for one thousand years. During this time Christ will be physically present on earth in his resurrected body. The believers who have been raised from the dead and those who were on earth when Christ returns will receive glorified resurrection bodies that will never die, and in these resurrection bodies they will live on earth and reign with Christ.  Of the unbelievers who remain on earth many but not all will turn to Christ and be saved.   Jesus will reign in perfect righteousness and there will be peace on earth.

During this millennial time Satan will be bound and cast into the bottomless pit so that he will have no influence on the earth during the millennium (Rev:20:1-3).    After the thousand years Satan will be set free for a short time. During this short period Satan will join forces with many unbelievers who have submitted outwardly to Christ’s reign but have inwardly been seething in rebellion against him. Satan will gather these rebellious people for battle against Christ, but they will be decisively defeated. Christ will then raise from the dead all the unbelievers who have died throughout history, and they will stand before him for final judgment. During this judgment Christ will be the judge.  And Christians will be judged first (Bema seat) a quality examination of the Christian life.   In 2:Cor 5:10  we see Paul’s words  “for we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ , that each one  may received what is due him for the things done while in the body whether good or bad.”   In addition, the picture of the final judgment in Mathew 25:31-46 includes Christ separating the sheep from the goats, and rewarding those who receive his blessing. 

This judgment of believers will be a judgment to evaluate and bestow various degrees of reward.    In 1 Cor. 3:12-15 we see Paul instructing the Corinthians to be careful how they build the church on the foundation that has already been laid – Jesus Christ himself. The fact that believers will face such a judgment should not cause believers to fear that they will be eternally condemned. In John 5:24   we see Jesus words, “He who hears my word and believe him who sent me has eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life”.    In Rom 8:1 we see Paul saying that “there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”.    

After the judgment of Christians, Christ will judge the unbelievers.  This is called the Great White Throne Judgment where unbelievers will be judged into the second death [eternal separation from God/eternal hell] (Rev 20:11-14). This judgment of unbelievers will include degrees of punishment, for we read that the dead were judged “by what they have done” (Rev: 12, 13) and this judgment according to what people had done must therefore involve an evaluation of the works and sins.  When we see Jesus words in Luke 12:47-48, “that servant who knew his master’s will, but did not make ready or act according to his will, shall receive a severe beating. But he who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, should receive a light beating (see also Matt.11:22; 24).   Every wrong deed done will be remembered and taken account of in the punishment that is meted out on that day, because “on the day of judgment men will render account for every careless word they utter” Matt 12:36 ….At the judgment, the books are opened.  It is important to understand that we are not saved by deeds, but deeds are seen as a clear evidence of a person’s actual relationship with God (1 John 2:3).  After the final judgment believers and unbelievers will enter into the eternal state.

Heaven is a place where God most fully makes known his presence to bless. It is in heaven where God fully reveals his glory and where angels, other heavenly creatures, and redeemed saints all worship him. Heaven is also a place where all believers will be in complete unity and perfection with Christ our Savior.

Hell is a place of eternal punishment for the wicked.   In Mark 9:43-48 Jesus refers to hell as “the unquenchable fire” and says that that hell is a place “where their worn does not die, and the fire is not quenched. In Luke 16:22-28 we see the story of the rich man and Lazarus as the rich man describes hell as a place of torment. 

Eternity may be defined God has no beginning, end or succession of moments in his own being and in that he sees all time equally vividly and yet God sees events in time and acts within time when dealing with man.  In reference to man, eternity refers to the eventual perpetual state of either blessedness or condemnation.
Satan is the personal name of the head of demons. He is the originator of sin. He sinned before any human beings did so (Gen 3:1-6; 2Cor 11:3; Ezekiel 28:13-19). He is also a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44).  In the New Testament we see other names for Satan. He is called “the devil” (Matt. 4; 1; 13:39; 25:41; Rev.12:9; 20:2).   In Eph. 2:2 we see Satan named as the prince of this world. In Matt. 13:19 we see him as the “evil one” as well.   In the Old Testament we see Satan as the serpent (Gen. 3:1, 14; 2). 

As ministering servants of God, Angels are created spiritual beings and do not have physical bodies (Luke 24:39). Therefore, they cannot be seen by us unless God gives us a special ability to see them.  However, the scriptures record that angels took on a bodily form to appear to various people in scripture (Matt. 28:5; Heb. 13:2).  It is difficult to discern whether these spirit beings took on a physical form or men were given the ability to see these spiritual entities.  Angels show the greatness of God’s love and plan for us.  They also remind us that the unseen world is real.  Likewise, they serve as examples to us by carrying out some of Gods plans.  The purpose of angels is to glorify God and to serve as messengers for God.  They glorify God as they serve him and acknowledge God’s excellence.

Demons are angels who sinned against God and who now continually work evil in the world and regarded as fallen angels. Fallen angels are those who rebelled against God and refuse to take their proper place. Their destiny is eternal hell (2 Peter 2:4). Even though demons are at work in the world their power is limited by God’s control. The story of Job makes it clear that Satan could do only what God gave him permission to do and nothing more (Job1:12; 2:6). Demons can also be resisted by Christians through the authority that Christ gives them. In James 4:7 we are told “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
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