My Testimony and Call – Wendell Brooks

The way I came to Christ reminds me of the way the apostle Paul came to Christ when he was on the road to Damascus (even though it was not as dramatic and neither did I convert right away). It is my reluctance to Christ that mimics the Apostle Paul’s conversion.  My wife was going to church way before I was. I’m a big time Dallas Cowboy football fan but unfortunately I was a big drug fan and a big alcohol fan too. I really loved the world. I began to feel lonely when my wife would go to church and would take our children along with her each week. I was accustomed to having her with me all the time and did not care for her leaving me for church. I felt very empty but I did not know what it was.  She would always invite me to church but I would never go. Every Sunday I would pick her up from church and on each Sunday Pastor Marcos would be waiting outside the church for me. He was waiting with my wife so he could have the opportunity to share a word with me. Pastor Marcos used to invite me to come too, but I would always turn him down. On Easter Sunday 2001, my family and I were just about to leave the house to go to my late mother’s house, when all of a sudden I lost about 70% of my hearing in both ears. I did not know what to do and I still did not know it yet, but God was calling me to himself by taking my hearing from me. Pastor Marcos continued pursuing me and I still kept turning him down and now I had a good excuse - I couldn’t hear and if I couldn’t hear then what was the use of coming to church. Every time Pastor Marcos would ask me “Wendell, will you come to church?” I would say, “I can’t hear!” It was the perfect excuse!  However, I knew that God was calling me. Pastor Marcos proved to be smarter than me when he said to me that he would place a big speaker by my ear and allow me to sit in the front and listen to the word being preached. I finally agreed even though I still didn’t want to go. (I just wanted Pastor to stop bothering me). I couldn’t believe I was attending the worship service but at the same time I knew God was calling me. Pastor Marcos did just as he said. He brought me to a seat in front of the church and he placed a giant speaker right by my ear. At this point, I really didn’t know anything about Jesus. 

I knew that there was a God because I was taught some things concerning God at a very young age.  However, at this point in my life, I knew nothing about Christ. When the pastor started to preach the word of God I listened closely (I had no other choice, the speaker was right next to me). The message he was preaching, telling us of how Jesus loves us and how he died for us and why he died for us was amazing. I fell in love with Jesus Christ. However, I did not accept him on that same day.   Little did I know, though my wife had been attending church she had never accepted Christ either. I faithfully attended church every Sunday and Wednesday and after a couple of weeks, Pastor Marcos presented the sinner’s prayer. The pastor asked us all to bow our heads so we would not be distracted by each other and he asked us to repeat a prayer after him.  He asked us to pray that the Lord would come into our hearts. At the end of the prayer, he asked us to raise our hands so he can see who had accepted Christ. To my surprise, my wife and I was in that group that accepted Christ as their personal Lord and Savior that day. It was a miracle. I surrendered all to Jesus and he is the Lord of my life. I know that he has drawn me to him. From then on, I started to learn from God’s word and the more I learned, the hungrier I got. God started to remove the bad language from my mouth. He started to remove my taste for alcohol from my mouth and he also took away my taste for drugs. Everything that I was doing wrong I was convicted of because of my walk with Jesus. He filled the void in my heart. I am now seeing things more clearly then I have ever seen before. I now have a burning desire to spread the Gospel in any way that the Lord will use me. I serve as an Elder at my church and I currently teach little children, (I really do not know how that happened but God knows). I am also the worship leader, I preach when needed and I love serving the Lord. That is how I know that the Lord has called me to minister. I am a student of the EFCA Gateway Bible Institute.  I love doing for the Lord! He is still working on me and in me…..Hallelujah!

Preamble

The Evangelical Free Church of America is an association of autonomous churches united around these theological convictions:

1. How do you understand the statement “autonomous but interdependent congregations of like faith and congregational government,” specifically focusing on “autonomous,”

interdependent congregations,” and “congregational government.”

2. Under Christ, how does the congregation function? What role do leaders have in a

congregational form of government?

3. Why is congregationalism significant in the EFCA?

The local church is independent and free from any outside control with the right of self government and freedom from intrusion of chain of command. Unlike the Presbyterian church which is governed by a higher assembly of elder or an Episcopalian church which is hierarchical in structure with the chief authority resting in a bishop. The local congregation of a congregational church rules itself. The church is run by spiritual leadership but it is the congregation, as a whole body, which exerts its authority in the end.   

Congregationalism points to the fact that Christ is the head and we are called to follow. The way we follow is by learning more about him, being faithful and reading his word which is the Bible where he reveals himself. The word is true. I can see the pattern in the Bible how God wants his church run with elders, deacons and deaconesses (1 Peter 5:2).  Some of this evidence is in the book of 1Timothy and Philippians. A second reason I hold to congregationalism is that we all have to be accountable for our actions (leadership and congregation). Each member must exercise, with faithfulness, their unique gifts, vision and belong to one another and we should depend on each other. We have a great responsibility. There will be no pope or bishop to blame. Not even the Pastor! We must walk with God. We must hear from him and follow his voice.

The spiritual leadership of the church consists of elders, deacons and deaconesses. The qualifications and duties of an elder is to shepherd the flock and setting an example for all (1 Peter 5:1-3), to feed and care for the church (Acts 14:23).   A leader should also refute and rebuke the insubordinate (Titus 1:9, 13), keep watch over and give an account to God for the spiritual well-being of the church (Hebrews 13:17), serve clothed in Christ-like humility (1 Peter 5:3-5) and support oneself by gainful employment (Acts 20:32-35). A pastor is usually an elder. Earlier you said that there are three offices in the church.  Is pastor another office?  Are there four offices or are all pastors to be elders?

The word deacon is from the Greek word diakonos which is usually translated as servant. The word deacon is only found a few times in the New Testament (Philippians 1:1, 1Timothy 3:8).  The qualification of a deacon is outlined in 1Timothy 3:8-13. They must have a clear understanding of the faith and their faith must already be proven. Their duties consist of more than just basic church work. A woman deacon or a deaconesses (Romans 16:1) must be similar in character as a deacon (1 Timothy 3:11).
God

We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.

1. What does it mean that God is creator and why is it important? Include your view of

creation.

2. Explain your understanding of the being of God and the doctrine of the Trinity, including

your understanding of the attributes of God.

3. Why is it necessary, or important, to have a working understanding of the nature and

attributes of God?

4. What does it mean that God has “limitless knowledge and sovereign power” and what is

its significance?
The nature and essence of God consists of communicable attributes, which can be imitated in our lives, and incommunicable attributes, which we cannot be imitated. God tells us about himself in the Bible. He became flesh in order to represent humankind and to die on our behalf.  He had to be human in order to represent us as the second Adam.  However, the incarnation did allow for men to see with their eyes what was already written about God.

Although we cannot understand everything about him, we can have an understanding of Gods nature and essence which is what we really need. Some of the characteristics are the following.  God is love.  We will know what true love is if you take a look at what Jesus did on the cross (John 3:16). Christ gave himself once and for all as a permanent sacrifice (Heb 9:28) “so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.”  God hates all sin and evil and will judge all who have sinned (His judgment will be in wrath, Romans 1:18). He knows all things and never learns new things (omniscience, Psalm 139:2-4).  God never forgets.  He always chooses the best way and the best means (wisdom, Romans 8:28) by which to carry out his will. God does not need anything (independent). He is the only person who had no beginning and was not created by something else (self-existent). He is holy, pure and undefiled (1 Peter 1:16).  God is spirit and is not made up of matter. He has no parts and lives in us who are saved (John 4:24). He does not have size but encompasses all (immensity) and is everywhere in his whole being (omnipresence) and acts differently in different places (Jeremiah 23:24) according to his purpose and plan.  He is eternal. He has no end and sees time equally and vividly all the time at the same time (Isaiah 46:10). He is unchanging and perfect forevermore (Numbers 23:19). God has unlimited power to do his will (omnipotence, Matthew 19:26). He is perfect in beauty and glory and there is nothing imperfect about him (Psalm 27:4). He is a jealous God (Exodus 20:5). God created all things so that we should worship him alone. He always does what is right (righteous, Deuteronomy 32:4).  God has his own will and does what he wants according to his perfect will and nothing can stop him. God is blessedness. True pleasure & joy are found in him. He loves himself and loves all that reflects his character (Genesis 1:31). God is truth (1 John 5:20) and his words are the final authority concerning truth. God is the meaning of good and all that he does is worthy of approval (Psalm 100:5).  He is invisible in his total essence. We will never be able to see all of his being, yet God still shows himself to us through visible created things (1Timothy 6:16) which we refer to as general revelation. God is alive and unique.

The decrees of God are his concrete, unstopping eternal declared purpose according to the counsel of his will for his own glory. He has preordained whatsoever happens. Either he directly causes it or permits it.  His commanded will differs from his decreed will.  The individual decides whether or not he will obey God’s commanded will. For instance, we choose whether or not we will obey the commanded will of “honor your mother and father”. “Let there be light” is God’s decree and will occur. 

There are no defects in God therefore what ever he decrees will or has come to pass by his infinite wisdom (Hebrews 1:3). The Bible also teaches that there is only one God (Isaiah 45:22). Many non-believers wrongly think Christians worship three gods. God is triune which means three persons and each person is fully God yet still one God. The Father, Son and Holy Sprit are all God. There are things in life that are triune in nature such as an egg with three parts yet one egg.  However, no physical examples are sufficient to explain the Trinity. God has always been the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and he is three distinct persons equal in value (same characteristics 1 Corinthians 2:11; Exodus 32:7) but different functions. The Son willingly submits to the Father and is at the right hand of God and the Holy Spirit is our counselor, teacher and empowers us. The Holy Spirit, Father and Son all compromise not as a union but as a unit and while each personage is distinct in function, each shares together in the same deity. Each reflects the divine attributes of one living God. 

The Bible

We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.

1. Explain the terms “revelation,” “verbally inspired,” “ultimate authority” and

“illumination.”

2. What do you understand by the term “inerrant” when used of Scripture? How would you

distinguish between “inerrant” and “infallible?”

3. How do you defend the canon, the Old and New Testaments, the 66 books of the Bible?

4. How does your view of the inerrancy and authority of Scripture affect specific aspects of

your ministry such as study, preaching, teaching, counseling, leadership training, etc.?

5. How do you understand, and what is the implication of the last sentence in this article?

The canon is all 66 books of the Bible meaning 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 of

the New Testament. It has been closed since 397 A.D. at the Council of Cartage. The term Canon is derived from a Greek word kanon, meaning measuring rod. The basis of Christianity is found in the authority of the scripture (the canon).  If we cannot identify what is scripture then we cannot properly distinguish any theological truth from error. The word canon is used to determine if a book measured up to a standard. In this case we are speaking of the whole Bible which is the highest standard and final authority of the Christian faith. It’s important to note that the writings of the scripture were canonical (genuine and complete) at the moment the prophets, guided by the Holy Spirit, recorded the inspired word of God. God divinely influenced and inspired human authors of the scriptures in such a way that every word they wrote was the very word of God without waving their distinctive personalities and writing styles (2nd Peter 1:21). I believe in the verbal plenary inspiration of the scriptures. God’s message was recorded with perfect accuracy. Our faith is defined by scripture and it was given to benefit all believers. God uses his word for one primary purpose – to reveal himself and communicate to mankind. The canon contains knowledge regarding such things as the true nature of God, how the world began, life’s purpose and meaning, the wonders of salvation, past events and future events including where we will spend our eternity. The word of God is sufficient to explain to us everything we need to know of Christ. The canon is infallible (will not fail us) and inerrant meaning it is without error in their original manuscripts. In 2nd Timothy 3:16, the Apostle Paul states that all scripture is God breathed.  In Matthew 25:35 Jesus says his words will never pass away. The words of the Bible speak to the heart and are like no other book.  We cannot understand this without the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit who enables us comprehend. Titus 1:2 states God does not lie and Hebrews 6:18 says it’s impossible for him to lie. Therefore, all the words in the canon are true and without error in any part. Through faith and the reading of the scriptures and the Holy Spirit, God reveals himself. There are principles to determine whether or not certain books belonged in the New Testament. The tests are: 1-The book had to be written by an apostle or somebody in close relation to an apostle. 2-The book had to be readable or understandable. 3-The book had to be universally received by the church (recognized as being from God).   4- The book had to have evidence that it was inspired by the Holy Spirit instead of being copies of other writings. 5-The book had to agree with other portions of scripture.

General Revelation is God’s self revelation to mankind so that there is no excuse for not knowing God (Romans 1:19, 20.) God has revealed himself generally through the complexity of nature (Psalm 19:1-6) but salvation is found only through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).
Special revelation is God’s revealing himself to us through his word, which is the Bible, his saving message. Special revelation includes physical appearances of God, dreams, visions, angelic appearances and most importantly, Jesus Christ which is the ultimate Special revelation from God. God became a human being (Hebrews 1:1-3).

Illumination is the empowerment of the Holy Spirit allowing us to understand scripture. The Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by all who are illumined by the Holy Spirit.  A prerequisite to illumination is regeneration & a willingness to submit to God’s rule over the reader.”  

My Hermeneutical Method consists of reading the text in order and which I do because it helps me to best grasp concepts. Most of the time, I use a Bible concordance or sources to help me find the true meaning of words. I often read the passage over again to get even a better understanding. I have to know what the original or intended meaning of the passage is. I would ask myself how the authors’ audience would have understood what the writer was saying. Once I understand the true meaning, then I ask myself how does it apply to my life and how does it apply today. The order of my study is: prayer, read, word study, consider immediate context, consider broader context, compare to parallel passages, meditate and apply.

The Bible is trustworthy on various levels.  The elements noted above along with scientific, historical and archaeological studies as well as its internal consistency each add credence to the scriptures. Most importantly, faith through the Holy Spirit that lives in me allows me to trust the Bible. I know that the Bible is God’s inspired word (God breathed). There is no other book like it. There are also personal life changing events that I know I could not do on my own. I was looking for the Lord and I found him and the evidence is in Matthew 7:8. Therefore, I trust him because his word has proven true.

The Human Condition

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.

1. What does it mean that Adam and Eve were created in the image of God?

2. How do you understand the fall of humanity and its effects? What is the significance of

being in “union with Adam”?

3. How do you understand “sinners by nature and by choice”?

4. What does it mean to be “rescued, reconciled and renewed”?
In the beginning God created man in his image meaning that man is bears similarities to God and represents him (Genesis 1:26). Of all the creatures God made, only man is said to be in the image of God. Some of the ways in which we are like God is in that we have intellect, have an inner sense of right and wrong (a moral compass that sets us apart from animals), we can create, exercises dominion, we have emotions, we worship and are immortal beings (we will never cease). The more we know about God and man the more comparisons we can make. He did not need to create us yet did it for his own glory. Man was to be a constant reflection and adoration of God’s glory. Everything was perfect in the Garden of Eden but man was not obedient and sinned. Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude or nature or missing the mark which God has appointed. We are not fully like God but are simply made in his image and represent God. 

Sin relationally separates man from God.  At the moment of the first sin, this image in man deteriorated. We see from the Bible that Adam and Eve tried to hide from God in the garden (Genesis3:8-10) due to their sin. As a result of their sin, man’s relationship with his wife also became distorted and ugly (Genesis 3:13-17). Also, man’s labor proved to be unprofitable and a burden when the ground was cursed (Genesis 3:17-19) and man’s relationship with creation became violent (Genesis 3:21).  Death also resulted from the first sin as God counted people guilty of Adam’s sin. The sin that Adam committed produced a sin nature that has been passed on to each next generation since. Sin created a change in the image of God in man to the point where man now uses the image of God against him. We are born sinners and inherited the guilt of Adam.  God regarded us as sinners in Adam (complete past action), even before we existed (Romans 5:18-19). Thus, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8) and in our place. As humans, we inherit a sinful nature that condemns us. We lack spiritual good in us. We are unable to do spiritual good before God and we also lack the ability to do anything that will in itself please God. We also lack the ability to come to God in our own strength (Romans 8:8). We actually commit sin frequently.  We are sinners by nature as well as by actions, offending a holy and pure God (Genesis 6:5) regularly. We are depraved human beings meaning that we are wicked within, dead spiritually (Eph. 2:1) and God sees that even though we may not. 

Biblical salvation means the eventual deliverance from sin and the consequences of sin through Jesus Christ death on the cross. Salvation comes to us in our sin as Christ draws us to himself. We all need salvation and here are some reasons why. Man sin has alienated us from God. Salvation undoes what has been done wrong. It restores the image of God in us. The gospel does not make us like Adam in innocence but like Christ in his righteousness. Sin deserves punishment but God loves us so much that he sent his Son to bear our punishment so we would be saved (Romans 5:6-10).  Not only are we lifted up to what Adam would have been in the Garden of Eden but to what Adam was to become in the presence of God had he persevered in obedience. We were separated and far from God but through the atonement we can be made right with God and have access to the Father through the blood of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:13, 17-19). Forgiveness restores our relationship with God. The serious consequences of sin should lead us to see our need for forgiveness. Sin is a barrier between loved ones. Husbands and wives may become at odds by mistreatment, adultery or alcoholism. Children may be alienated because of jealousy, selfishness, deceit or hatred. Sin can cause all types of tragedies between people who should love one another. Sin makes us feel worthless and defeated but forgiveness restores our sense of worth. Sin gives a burden of guilt but forgiveness restores our relationship to God.   Thus, we are redeemed.   Sin leads to punishment in eternal fire (Matthew 25:41).   Forgiveness leads to eternal life with Jesus Christ. Sin may cause great problems in this life but far greater problems in the life to come. 

No matter how good a person may be, he cannot obtain salvation just by being good. Salvation is found only through Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:9). It is by grace we are saved (Ephesians 2:5) through faith as God draws us. First, we must believe in Jesus Christ and his saving message to us (Acts 16:31).  However, its not just believing intellectually, for even the demons believe there is one God and shudder (James 2:19). Rather, it is a matter of receiving or entrusting our lives to Christ (John 1;12).  Jesus’ completed work on the cross is the reason we can receive this gift. Atonement for sin and is the main point of salvation.   Atonement means that Christ has paid the price for our sins. Atonement is essential because our God is a holy God and there is no sin in him.   Therefore we cannot stand in his presence without being atoned for.

Note as well that we must embrace Jesus Christ and confess with our mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead in order to be saved (Romans 10:9-10, John 1:12-13). God’s redemption produces a new birth - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone and the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). By the work of the Holy Spirit, we become a new person; a rebirth occurs giving us a desire for the things of God over the things of the world. When we walk with Jesus, sinful things we used to do become less appealing. As new creations we repent from sin and start looking through the eyes of Jesus. Not that we will be perfect (that will not happen until glorification is completed) but we will be becoming more like Jesus. Atonement saves us not just from our sinful cravings but from God’s wrath and to God. Salvation cannot be obtained by deciding to obey the law because if the law were able to save us, then what point would there be for God to send his only Son to be crucified on the cross for our sin (Gal. 2:21).

Note that I included the term atonement in your discourse as well as redemption since you described both but never used the words.  Also, note that I reworded a few sentences for better clarity.  Also, I changed the words “have to embrace the message of Christ” to “have to embrace Christ.”   I removed the word “second” because I did not see a “first”.

Jesus Christ

We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two natures. Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate.

1. Explain your understanding of the union of divine and human natures in the person of

Jesus Christ.

2. What is the significance of Jesus being “Israel’s promised Messiah,” and why are the

incarnation, the virgin birth and sinless life essential?

3. What was the nature of Christ Jesus’ “emptying” in Philippians 2:7?

4. Explain your understanding of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.

5. How do you understand the present role of Jesus Christ?
The term hypostatic union describes the fact that Jesus is fully God, fully man and fully divine at the same time. Jesus has always been God (John 8:58) but at the incarnation, the Son took on human flesh (two distinct natures) as well as the name Jesus.  Thus, Christ possesses both a divine and human nature. The virgin birth made it possible for the coming together of full deity and humanity in one person. Jesus, unlike us, had no human father and was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35) but he was born just like us (conceived in the womb). We all have inherited guilt but the work of the Holy Spirit in Mary (Jesus’ mother) prevented the transmission of sin from Joseph (Mary’s husband). It is understood that the sin nature is conveyed to us by our fathers and not by our mothers.  This is what makes the virgin birth so essential.  This also has application for why men are to be leaders in the home and church and why we have gender roles.   

Jesus had a body just like ours. He became hungry, tired, weak, and thirsty and even died but rose from the dead in  the same but glorified physical body that was perfect and no longer subject to weakness, disease or death.  His body was restored to its full appearance. Jesus grew just like us, had a human mind and increased in wisdom. He learned how to eat, talk, read and write. He had emotions and laughed and cried. He became troubled in spirit (John 12:27), learned obedience and was strengthened more and more by different situations in life yet he never sinned. Satan was unable to tempt Jesus with success (Luke 4:13). The gospels show no evidence of Jesus doing wrong (John 8:29, John 15:10, 2 Corinthians 5:21). Jesus’ human nature combined with his deity in one person made it impossible for him to sin because God is perfect. The Kenosis theory says that Christ gave up some of his divine attributes while he was on earth but that theory is wrong (Philippians 2:5-8). He gave up his rights and privileges as God so he could serve us and the Father.  I believe that Christ humbled himself and became obedient to death when he was incarnated (Phil. 2 & John 17:1-13).  Jesus was tempted in the world just like us.  Jesus’ temptations were real but he refused to rely on his on his divine nature alone even though he could have.   He did it as an example for us, thinking about us because he loves us. We can’t do it alone. We need Gods help. We should follow Jesus’ example.

The purpose of the resurrection was not just a matter of coming back from the dead like Lazarus did (John 11:44). If that was so then Jesus would have had aging and weaknesses and die again as all humans do. When Jesus rose from the dead he was the first fruits of a new kind of human life. Christ resurrection insures our regeneration and by it, God, in effect, was saying Christ’ work was completed and he no longer needed to be dead. No more penalties left to pay and no more guilt (Ephesians 2:6). Christ defeated death! We will have eternal life. Christ resurrection insures our justification (Romans 4:25). 

The resurrection also vindicates or proves that Jesus Christ is the Messiah and even God.  The resurrection is the mark of God’s approval on the personal work of Christ (2 Tim. 3:16). The power that raised Christ from the dead is the same power at work within us (Romans 6:4-11). Because of Jesus rising from the dead, after being drawn to Christ, we will still have our physical bodies but our spirit will be renewed and alive with new resurrection power (Ephesians 2:5,6-Colosians 3:1). Because we have this new resurrection power, it gives us domination over sin in our lives and a reason not to sin anymore (Romans 6:11, 12). It is because Christ was raised from the dead that we too will be raised from the dead and why we should continue in the Lords work. We should seek things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. We will have resurrected bodies because of Jesus’ resurrection (1 Corinthians 6:14). We will probably not have scar or old wounds on our new bodies because they will be perfect.  After Jesus’ resurrection, he still had the nail prints in his hands and feet and the mark from the spear in his side (John 20:27). The scars from Jesus’ crucifixion were unique because they are an eternal reminder of his sufferings and death for us. We will have perfect bodies that will last forever. No more pain, no more suffering, no more disease, no more decay or getting old, we will all be healed and all will be made perfect and whole!  Christ role today is the same as yesterday, the same as the Old Testament (looking forward to Christ) and the New Testament (being with Christ). He is still here, he is still our Lord, he paid our sin debt and absorbed the wrath and he is still using faithful people to help bring his people into his kingdom.

The Work of Christ

We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation.

1. What does it mean that Jesus is “our representative and substitute”?

2. How does the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ bring about our salvation? Include

the concepts of expiation and propitiation.

3. What is meant by “salvation?” Include the concept of atonement.

4. What is the importance of the exclusivity of Jesus’ death and resurrection being the “only ground for salvation?”

God’s grace is the demonstration of his goodness towards those who deserve punishment. Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are justified by his grace as a gift through redemption which is in Christ Jesus (Romans 3: 23-24).  We can’t earn God’s grace because our good deeds are never good enough therefore we need for it to be gifted freely to us. Our good works are not good enough – they are like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6).  Even the purest of actions are stained by our sinful/depraved nature when those good deeds flow through our sinful hearts. Salvation from sin, death, and hell is by God’s saving grace and is based on the work of Jesus Christ alone. Saving grace is free, is from God, is essential and saves eternally. It is received by faith apart from any human performance or merit. Because we are completely unable to earn favor with God, the only way we could be declared righteous is if God freely provides salvation for us by his saving grace totally apart from our works (Ephesians 2:8&9). Grace is clearly put in difference to our works or merits as to the reason why God is willing to justify us. His grace shows the depth of the love of Christ knowing that we deserve punishment yet Jesus Christ took all our punishment and placed our sins upon him.

We also have common grace which God gives to all in the form of innumerable blessings that are not a part of salvation (Matthew 5:45). Common grace is free, from God and essential but does not save. You can see common grace in various areas such as in science and nature. Many unbelievers are gifted speakers, teachers, and in athletics.  In fact, many unbelievers are often gifted more than believers! Common grace is seen in that God gives us new days and the ability to learn and know him (Romans 1:21) despite our spiritual condition.  Thus, it is a common grace.  Common grace keeps people from being evil as they can be. You can also see it in the institution of families, human government, businesses, friendships, etc. Common grace withholds Gods’ wrath against sin so that the elect can have an opportunity to believe (2 Peter 3: 9&10). It should move our hearts to be more thankful to God. 

Redemption is necessary because we are sinners and in bondage to sin we need someone to provide redemption and thereby redeem us out of bondage (Mark 10:45). Redemption is the act of buying back sinners out of their bondage to sin and to Satan through the payment of a ransom.
Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God which he declares our sins to be forgiven and Christ righteousness as belonging to us. He declares us to be righteous in his sight. In Gods act of justification he grants us full forgiveness of our sins including past, present and future (Romans 8:1).  Thus, we are no longer guilty and therefore justified. 

Imputed Righteousness is the act of God in which gives to us Christ’ righteousness and it now belongs to us (Romans 5:17).  This too is an instantaneous act of God and not dependent on our effort or time.  Likewise, our sins are imputed on to Christ (2 Corinthians. 5:21, Gal. 2:21). 
Election is God’s sovereign choice to be his sons, not because of works but because he pours out his love on us (Ephesians 1:5).  Election is based on the fact that God chose some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure.
Faith is the instrument used to obtain or receive justification (Galatians 2:16) and this justification comes to us entirely by Gods grace (Romans 3:23&24).It is trust or dependence on God based on the fact that we take him at his word and believe what he has said. Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God. Saving faith and repentance (to turn away from sin and walk in obedience to Christ) always comes together.  We cannot have one and not the other.

God’s goodness and mercy are not only seen in the salvation of believers but also in the blessings he gives to undeserving sinners (as noted above under common grace). He desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1Timothy 2:4). That’s why he delays punishment. This is a clear evidence of God’s mercy, goodness, patience and love.

Propitiation is that God’s wrath has been spent (1 John 4:10; 2:2) however, it was spent on Christ instead of us.  It means that Christ absorbed the wrath of God.   Propitiation means that God’s wrath was satisfied and not ignored.
Atonement: The scriptures plainly teach that Jesus Christ has made full atonement for sin and thus, salvation of sinners is entirely by the grace of God (Ephesians 2:5). Atonement means that reparation has been made or that the price for that sin was paid.  There is no longer an outstanding balance due.   Atonement means the price has been paid and propitiation means that the price was paid through the death of Christ where he incurred the wrath of the Father.

Perseverance notes that all those who are truly born again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives and be raised up on the last day (John 6:38-40; 1 John 2:19). The doctrine of perseverance places greater emphasis on the fact that the true believer will continue to believe instead of on the fact that we cannot lose our salvation.  The matter of not losing our salvation is referred to as the doctrine permanence of salvation.  Thus, it is the Christian who perseveres in faith and not a reference to God persevering in keeping his promise.  The word perseverance suggests a struggle or fight to continue on.  Of course, God does not have to struggle or fight to keep us saved, but we do have to struggle against the flesh in order to demonstrate our salvation daily.

A covenant is a contract and more significant than a promise. God’s covenant is sovereign and permanent for as long as both parties live. God is moved by his own nature to keep his covenants. Likewise, as the mediator of a covenant, He upholds a broken covenant so that it can never be cancelled out, voided or nullified. In the Bible, God made covenants with people regarding salvation. The Old Testament covenants revolved around salvation as promised to Abraham, later through Moses and then through David. Each of these covenants point to the New Testament covenant that promises salvation through Jesus Christ. Both the Old Covenant and the New Covenant gives us the opportunity to be forgiven. In the O.T. sins were covered over by the sacrifice of animals [blood for our sins] (Exodus 30:10; Leviticus 4:21).   However, salvation was offered by faith in God’s promises to whom these covenants were extended.  In the N.T., through the sacrificial shedding of his blood on the cross, Jesus Christ made atonement for sins completely (Hebrews 9:22 & 28).  That sacrifice was once and for all (Heb.10:10). There is no need for animal sacrifices anymore. Therefore, Jesus’ ministry is superior to the ministry of the laws of Moses.  The New Covenant fulfills the Old Covenant made with Abraham, Moses and David (Luke 1:72). The New Covenant is fulfilled in the Messiah, Jesus Christ (Malachi 3:1).  The New Covenant is the contract with man by which those who respond in faith & repentance to Christ will be saved by grace as the work of Christ on the cross is applied to that person and Christ’s righteousness is placed on that person.

The Holy Spirit

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.

1. What are some specific ways the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ? Include the

concepts of regeneration and adoption.

2. How do you understand the teaching about the baptism of the Holy Spirit found in 1

Corinthians 12:13? What is the difference between the baptism, indwelling and filling of

the Holy Spirit?

3. What does it mean that the Holy Spirit “indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and

empowers for Christ-like living and service”?

4. Explain your understanding of the nature, purpose and duration of the gifts of the Holy

Spirit. What is the fruit of the Spirit, and how does it differ from the gifts of the Spirit?
The person of the Holy Spirit is one of the distinct persons of the Trinity. We have God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit- Three persons yet one God. Unlike “the force” from the Star Wars movies, the Holy Spirit is a divine person with all the qualities of personhood. The person of the Holy Spirit grieves (Isaiah 63:10), loves (Romans 15:30), has a mind (Romans 8:27), speaks (Acts 8:29), knows (2 Cor. 2:11), can be lied to (Acts 5:3), is a witness (Acts 5:32) and can be resisted (Acts 7:51).   He is eternal (lasting for all time without beginning or end) (Hebrews 9:14), omnipotent (possessing complete, unlimited power and authority) (Luke 1:35), omnipresent (present at every point of space with his whole being continuously and simultaneously) (Ps. 139:7-10) and omniscient (all knowing) (John 14:26). 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the moment you except Christ as your personal Lord and Savior and is a one time occurrence. (1 Corinthians 12:13).  It is the work of the Holy Spirit in which the spirit of God places the believer into union with Christ and into union with other believers in the body of Christ at the moment of salvation. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit being with us forever (John 14:16, 17) in order to accomplish those works listed previously.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is being completely yielded to the Holy Spirit and in that sense, he fills us.  This is an ongoing process based on our submission to his precepts (Ephesians 5:18).   The sealing of the Holy Spirit is referring to the fact that all believers in Jesus Christ have the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, and this indwelling presence is therefore a "mark" that we who have put our faith in Jesus Christ are definitively now God’s child. It is a comfort and a guarantee that nothing from the outside can come between us and our reward, between us and our resurrection, between us and our eternal life - nothing can make God loosen His grip on us, and no one on heaven or on earth is capable to break His seal on us (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).  

Regeneration of the Holy Spirit is what Christ does for us when he saves us. It means that we go from death to life.  Our spirit is given new life and we are born-again (John. 3).  As a result, we are given a new nature that reflects God instead of fallen men.   We move from a life full of sin to one where we are led by God’s spirit. We have a renewal by the Holy Spirit and he continually renews our hearts. None of this occurs because we earned or deserved it; it is all God’s gift of grace. As a result, we are a new creation (Titus 3:4-7)!  He is our counselor (John 14:26, John 15:26). He helps us with our problems. The Greek word here is “paraclete” which means that he comes alongside of us as an advocate/counselor.  He convicts (John 16:8) of sin.  He leads (Romans 8:14) us to do what is right.  He reveals truth (John 16:13) to know what is right.  He strengthens us and encourages us (Acts 9:31). When we are weak he is strong.  He comforts us (John 14:16) in bad times.  He helps us in our weakness (Romans 8:26) by giving us strength to stay away from sin.  He searches and knows the deep things of God (1 Corinthians 2:11) such as God’s plan and promise of salvation.  The Spirit searches (vv. 10-11). I cannot know what is going on within your personality, but your human spirit within you knows. Neither can I know "the deep things of God" unless somehow I can enter into God's personality. I cannot do that - but by His Spirit, God has entered into my personality. Through the Holy Spirit, each believer becomes a sharer of the very life of God. The Holy Spirit knows "the deep things of God" and reveals them to us. First Corinthians 2:10 makes it clear that "the deep things of God" is another description of "the things which God has prepared for them that love Him" (1 Cor 2:9). God wants us to know today all the blessings of His grace that He has planned for us.

The Holy Spirit also sanctifies us (Romans 15:16). He restrains our actions (Acts 16:6-7). He can be lied to (Acts 5:3) and the Holy Spirit can be resisted (Acts 7:51). At conversion, we receive the Holy Spirit but the Spirit can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30) by the sin we commit.  This, however, doesn’t mean we lose the Holy Spirit.  That would be an impossibility (John 10:29).  The Holy Spirit wants to express himself in our actions and attitudes. He intercedes in our behalf (Romans 8:26). 

The Holy Spirit has always been in existence and active even in the Old Testament. We see the Spirit’s activity in the creation of the world (Genesis 1:2), during Moses’ time (Numbers 11:25, 29) also in David’s time (1 Samuel 16:14) and in many others instances. The Holy Spirit is currently intricately involved in sustaining creation (Psalm 104:29-30). The Holy Spirit gives us faith to believe and understand his word which is illumination (1 Cor.2:7-16).

A spiritual gift is an ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit in the believer and is used in any ministry of the church. They are given to equip the church to carry out ministry until Christ returns.  My understanding of spiritual gifts is that God gives an abundance of gifts to his people. The scriptures list gifts such as prophecy, pastor/teaching, evangelizing, miracles, kinds of healing, administration, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, leadership, mercy, and many more (1 Cor. 12; Roman. 12; 1 Pt. 4:10 ff; Eph. 4:11ff). I believe that we all have some kind of gift that God naturally gives to us. Spiritual gifts are not natural but supernatural.  Though God can and does use our natural talents, they are distinct from our spiritual gifts.  

In Matthew 25 we have the parable of the talents.  The talents represent any kind of resource we are given. God gives us gifts and other resources according to our abilities and he expects us to invest them wisely until he returns. We are responsible to use well what God has given us. The issue is not how much we have but how well we use what we have. Every person in the church body has a gift and many of them have different gifts. These gifts may vary in strength and all are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one just as he determines (1 Corinthians 12:11). I know that God can do anything and our God is a God of proper timing. Everything that God does is according to his will and the timing is always perfect because he is perfect.   There are speaking gifts, serving gifts and sign gifts.  Besides edification of the church, never ourselves, gifts were also intended to ascertain the credentials of the apostles and their message.  Thus, healing, miracles and even tongues were used to prove that this was from God. With his revealed word completed, we no longer need these sign gifts.

 Apostles were any of the followers chosen by Jesus to preach the good news about Christ and they laid the foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20). They also did miracles and healed people. All the apostles walked with Jesus and I believe that the Bible is clear that there are no apostles in this day in age (Acts 1:21). There is no reason to have them now. Speaking in tongues were intended to reveal Gods truth to man and though this is a gift of the Spirit, it is no longer used today. Revelation is complete and there is no new revelation. The Holy Spirit gives us understanding of God’s revelation. So I feel that the gift of tongues has ceased.  I still believe healing and miracles are done today through prayer.

I believe God has equipped me with more than one gift and some I never thought I would have.   I knew I had a natural God given ability with music because I have always loved it and managed it well (I was a D.J.).  Before God drew me to him I lost hearing in my ears but I still loved music. When I started using my talents with music for the kingdom, God nourished it and now I hear music like I never have before.  I possess the gift of preaching and I love preaching (which I couldn’t imagine myself ever doing). I think I have a gift of mercy (I feel others pain) and the gift that I’m most surprised about is my ability to teach children which I love very much!

The Church

We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God's grace through faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer.

1. Explain justification, grace and faith and how they relate to one another. How do these

terms relate to “Christ alone” and the “true church?”

2. What does the Bible mean when it describes Jesus as Lord and Head of the Church and the Church as the Body of Christ?

3. What is your view about the necessity for and practice of baptism?

4. What is your view about the necessity for and practice of the Lord’s Supper?

5. Explain the importance of the two ordinances of the church in the life of God’s people.
The church is the community of all true believers for all time in the New Testament age where Christ is the head (Eph. 5:23).   God’s plan through the church is that Jesus Christ would be exalted to a position of the highest authority for the sake of the church (Eph. 1:22-23). Christ exalted because of who he is, (John. 17:1-5) but also because of what he did.  His exaltation however, benefits the church because he is our Mediator.  The function of the church is a ministry to God which is worship. God has destined us and appointed us in Christ Jesus to live for the praise of his glory (Eph. 1:12).  Worshiping the Lord fulfills the major purpose of the church., to show respect by engaging in acts of prayer, singing, reading his word, preaching his word etc, led by the Holy Spirit demonstrates devotion and honor to the Lord.

 The church also serves to minister to believers by nurturing their spiritual, physical and emotional well being. The church has an obligation to look after those who are already believers and build them up to maturity in faith. In Colossians 1:28, Paul says that his goal was not simply to bring people to the initial saving faith but to present every man mature in Christ. So our goal should be the same.

Still another function of the church is to minister to the world through evangelism and acts of mercy. Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 28:19 to make disciples of all nations. This work of announcing the gospel is the primary ministry that the church has toward the world. Evangelism involves working with caring for the poor and needy in the name of the Lord. This ought to be extended to unbelievers even if they do not respond to the gospel message (Lk. 6:35-36).   We are to imitate God in being kind to those who are being ungrateful and selfish.

The church has to keep all these purposes in balance. A healthy church will be effective in these areas. The church is called to fellowship, worship, evangelism, discipleship, and submission to Christ’s Lordship (Acts 2:42).

The Greek word “ekklesia” means called out from the world and is translated church. The Bible describes Christ as the cornerstone and the apostles are the foundation (Ephesians 2:20).  We also read that Christ is the head and we are the body. (1Cor. 12)

There is a sense in which the church is visible yet invisible. The church is invisible in that we cannot see the condition of a person’s heart and view their spiritual state. It is the church as God sees it. The church of Christ has a visible aspect as well. The visible church is the church as Christians on earth see it. In this sense, the visible church includes all who profess faith in Christ and gives evidence of that faith in their lives.  We have the True Church (people that really know Christ), the Universal Church (believers that are with God today and all times) (invisible and visible) and the Local Church (a group of believers that meet together) making up the visible church.

The establishment of the church was predicted by prophets of the Old Testament (Isaiah 2:23) as well as Jesus himself (Matthew 16:18). Jesus told his apostles that they would receive power from the Holy Spirit to guide them into the truth (John 16:13). The apostles received this power on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and the church was formed by those who believed the message, repented and were baptized. The word church is not talking about a physical building. It refers to the people of God. 
An ordinance is an authoritative instruction given by Christ. It is ceremonial and represents the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is commanded and it is to be done in unity within the body of Christ (the local church). When we refer to ordinances biblically, we are referring to two ordinances: baptism (Matthew 28:19) and the holy supper (1 Corinthians 11: 23-25).  Baptism and the Holy Supper are symbols and are not necessary for salvation but nonetheless a significant part of practice and worship. Because theses ordinances are symbolic, the uses of the proper symbols are important. Baptism symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ that has made possible our salvation. Baptism also symbolizes that a person, through faith is Jesus Christ, has passed from death to life and that person has identified with Christ’s death and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5). Only full immersion of a person in water adequately symbolizes Christ death, burial and resurrection (Matthew 3:6). In the same way, using the correct elements in the Lords supper with biblical understanding of them is important. Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper at his last meal with his disciples as a part of the Jewish Passover (Matthew 26:26-30). Unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine were part of the meal. Jesus indicated that the bread was symbolic of his sinless body and the fruit of the vine was symbolic of his blood that was shed for many. Both ordinances are important because of their divine origin. They are given by God to assist us in sharing and declaring the gospel (1 Corinthians 11:26).  The act of baptism gives the opportunity for a person who is being baptized to testify publicly that he or she has trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and experienced forgiveness of sin. The person doing the baptizing can utilize the experience to explain the nature of salvation and the meaning of baptism. 

The Lord’s Supper gives us an opportunity for both evangelism and Christian growth. The supper movingly emphasizes the love of God that led Jesus to give himself as a sacrifice for all sin. Also, the supper gives a time for special communion with the Lord expressing thanks for his sacrifice that enables us to be forgiven our sin.   The supper is also a demonstration of the believer’s unity with the local church and a declaration of being in proper fellowship.

The Bible is clear on how the church is to be run. Christ is the head because the church is of him (creation), through him (continuation) and unto him (consummation). He is the ultimate authority and our creator. He is the point of origin (Colossians 1:16). He is the living Lord among his people (Ephesians 1:22, Colossians 1:18). Jesus Christ, as the head of the church gives the body cohesion (held together, Colossians1:17b).Just like the head on our own bodies gives direction to all other parts of our body, so it is with Christ as the head of the church (Colossians 2:19). Christ is the ultimate reason for church existence and he is the goal (Philippians 2:10-11). So everything should be for the glory of God and we should place our emphasis on Christ first not forgetting the church body and lost souls.

I believe in order to be a member of the local church one has to be in agreement of the statement of faith, to be born again and have a willingness to serve and also be willing to be held accountable.  A member must be faithful and should be baptized at some point (text).

The reason we have church discipline is to keep a church healthy and pure. It also brings glory to God and brightens the testimony of the flock. The Lord himself disciplines his children (Hebrews 12:6). Discipline is to restore not tear down (1Thessalonians 5:11, James 5:20).  Discipline will produce healthy faith and everybody should be in one sound doctrine because it sets an example for the rest of the body and promotes Godly fear. Discipline must be done by those who are walking with the Lord and also done in love (Ephesians 4:15) with a readiness to forgive (2Corinthians 2: 6-8). When we practice church discipline we should do it privately. If that doesn’t work, we ought to have one or two witnesses. If that doesn’t work, we are to bring it to the church and if they still don’t listen, we treat them as a pagan or non- believer (Matthew 18:15-17).  However, we are still to love because Christ loves (Romans 5:8).
Christian Living

We believe that God's justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for the oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make disciples among all people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed.

1. How do you understand the doctrine of sanctification? How is it related to justification?

2. What does it mean “to live out our faith?”

3. What is the church’s responsibility towards the poor, aliens, and other disenfranchised

persons?

4. How do you understand spiritual warfare, and what is the role of “God’s Word, the

Spirit’s power and fervent prayer in Christ’s name?”

Sanctification is the progressive work of God in cooperation with man that makes believers freer from sin and more like Jesus Christ in our daily lives. Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration or new birth (an act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us) (Titus 3:5). Once we have been born again we cannot continue to sin as a habit or a pattern of life (1 John 3:9) because the power of new spiritual life within us keeps us from yielding to a life of sin. It ought to increase throughout life as the believer submits his life to God causing the believer to become more like Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). The sanctification of our bodies will be completed when the Lord returns. Our souls are completely sanctified at death (Heb. 12:23).

Sanctification will never be complete in the life because of the sin that’s in the heart. But once we die and go to be with the Lord, then our sanctification is completed, our souls are set free from indwelling sin and are made perfect. 

Angels are created beings with moral judgment and high intelligence but without physical bodies. Their splendor and work show the greatness of Gods plan for us (Zechariah 1:10-11). Angels minister directly to God by glorifying him. When we come before God in worship, we also have angels worshiping along with us in heaven (Hebrews 12:22-23) and witnessing our worship in church (1Cor. 11). They watch our obedience or disobedience and sometimes make inspection visits in human form to check us out. They sometimes help us out in times of need (as in with Daniel in the lions den).  Angels make helpful examples for us to imitate. They patrol the earth as Gods representatives and carry out war against demonic forces, which are fallen angels, or demons. Satan and his demons sinned against God and now continually work evil in the world.  Hell was created for demons.

Christ's Return

We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.

1. Explain your understanding of the second coming of Jesus Christ, including your views

on the tribulation, and a defense of premillennialism.

2. Why do you believe that Christ’s return will be personal and bodily?

3. How do you understand “constant expectancy” in relationship to Christ’s return?

4. How should views about future things affect the lives of those who believe in Jesus

Christ?


There are three prominent views regarding the millennial reign of Christ.   The first is the Post-millennial return of Jesus.  This view holds that the world is continuously improving as the kingdom of God expands so as to usher in the millennial reign.  The second view is the Amillennial view which holds that an actual or literal millennium does not come about.  Rather, the millennial reign of Christ is now.  The third view is the Pre-millennial return of Christ which teaches that Christ will come and rapture his church before his millennial reign on earth.  

There are three primary views that pre-millennialists have regarding the return of Christ referred to as the rapture recorded in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 and explain what will happen in the “end of times”. Jesus will come back and that’s a definite. Some of the theological positions include: Pre-tribulation, which means that the rapture will happen before the Great Tribulation. The Mid-Tribulation view places the rapture after forty-two months or halfway into the tribulation.  The third view is Post-Tribulation which places the rapture after the seven years of tribulation. The tribulation is a period of great suffering lasting seven years which will occur in the last days.

I believe that the rapture will occur before the tribulation thus I hold to the Pre-Tribulational/ Pre-Millennial view. I hold to this view due to the fact that the scripture says that God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:9). I also believe that the church will be kept from (literally “out from”, not “through” or “in”) the hour of trial (Revelation 3:10). Because the tribulation will be worldwide, the church must be removed in order to be preserved from this trial. It would seem inconsistent for God to promise believers that they would not suffer wrath and then leave them on earth to suffer through the tribulation. Jesus will come back at an hour we do not expect (Matthew 24:44). Thus, it will be an imminent return.  When he returns, Jesus will call all believers to himself. Believers in Christ who have died physically will rise first and then those who are still alive will be caught up in the air together with Christ Jesus (the rapture) and will be with him forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

Certain things need to happen before Christ returns. Nation will rise against nation, famines, and earthquakes in various places are described in the scriptures. Wars and rumors of wars and false prophets claiming to be Christ.   The Bible refers to these as just the beginning or birth pains (Matthew 24: 4-7).  Some of these signs have taken place but it is unlikely that all of them have been fulfilled.  I believe we are in the “end of times birth pains” right now. Jesus also talks about signs in the sky (Matthew 24:29) which appear to not have yet happened and gives me more reason to believe that we are in birth pains. Since the return of Christ is at any moment, we can safely say that these preludes to his return may have or are already occurring but appear to have not yet come to pass.  In the Pre-tribulational view, the events recorded in which Matthew 24:29 will happen after the rapture and then there will be seven years of tribulation (in which the world will witness the rise of the anti-Christ). The first three and a half years will be bad but the second half will be worse. God will still be calling people to himself during this time and those that become believers will go into the Millennium (a literal 1000 year reign of Christ).  

As a person who holds to the Pre-tribulation return of Christ, I also then hold to a Pre-millennial return of Christ. In the millennium Christ will reign in perfect righteousness and there will be peace throughout the earth and during this time. Satan will be bound and cast into the bottomless pit so that he will have no influence on the earth during the millennium (Revelation 20:1-3).  Satan is the profoundly evil adversary of God and humanity. He is a fallen angel and the leader of the fallen angels [demons] (Isa. 14:12-15; Ezk.28:12-17. He is the devil.  

At the end of the thousand years, Satan will be set free from his prison, will go out to deceive the nations and will join forces with many unbelievers who have submitted outwardly to Christ’ reign but  are still turned away from him in rebellion. Satan will gather these rebellious people for battle against Christ but will be defeated. Fire will come down from heaven and devour those who oppose God. Satan’s final judgment will be to be thrown into the lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 20:10).  After that, Christ will raise all the unbelievers who have died throughout time and they will stand before him for the final judgment (the Great White Throne judgment). After the final judgment has occurred, believers and unbelievers will enter into the eternal state.

 Believers will enter into eternal life and the unbelievers will enter into a living death - John 5:28-29 “…all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment” NASU.
Response and Eternal Destiny

We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen.

1. What is the Gospel message? What does it mean to receive the Lord Jesus Christ? Do

you believe that Christ is the only way to salvation?

2. Explain your views regarding the eternal destiny of those who do not believe in Jesus

Christ.

3. What happens to a person when he or she experiences death during this present age?

4. What is the biblical nature of Hell? Will it last forever?

5. How do you understand “the new heaven and the new earth”?

The Gospel message consists of 1- There is a God, the creator (Psalm 104); 2- He wants a relationship with us (Psalm 139:1-18, 1 John 4:19, Proverbs 8:17) but we are separated from him due to our sins (Isaiah 59:2); 3- The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23);  4- Jesus paid the price for our sins (Romans 4:25, 1Timothy 2: 5&6), 5- Repent and trust in Jesus Christ as you personal Lord and Savior (Matthew 3:2, Mark 1:15, Luke 5:32, Luke 13:5, Acts 2:38, Acts 5:31).

We are all born with the curse of sin that was passed down from Adam (Romans 3:23) and are spiritually dead or totally depraved (Eph 2:1). We all have been offered a choice of blessing or cursing. The blessing is that the Lord has made a way for us to be his children by accepting his gift of salvation by faith in Jesus.  Salvation is offered not by just saying the sinner’s prayer but by truly responding in faith and committing to him with the heart. In doing so, we have all the promises of the covenant with a loving Father to guide us through our daily lives. 

The perseverance of the saints means that all who are truly born again will be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives and the only those who persevere until the end have been truly born again. Continuing in the Christian life is one of the evidences that a person is truly born again. I believe that statement to be 100% correct (John 6:38-40). So the saying once saved, always saved is true but only if you persevere. The perseverance of the saints teaches that once God renews the heart of a sinner, through the application of redemption, by Christ dying on the cross and rising again, that person will be saved and that person will show forth the fruits of salvation. The Holy Spirit motions the heart to do good works and continues that good work to the end and no one can take the believer from the arms of  Jesus (John 6:37-39).

Heaven is the place where God most fully makes known his presence to bless. It is in heaven where God most reveals his glory and where angels, other heavenly beings and redeemed saints all worship him.  In contrast, hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.  The term eternity, when used of God, refers to the fact that God has no beginning, end, or succession of moments in his own being, and that he sees all time equally and vividly and yet sees events in time and acts in time.

PASTORAL AND PERSONAL SECTION (2-4 PAGES)

Under “Current Doctrinal Issues” and “Issues Related to Life-Style,” please respond to each numbered item with 2-4 sentences.

Current Doctrinal Issues

Explain your views of the biblical teaching regarding the following topics and how those views affect your practice of ministry.

1. Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage

2. Abortion, Infanticide, Euthanasia

3. Role Distinctions in the Church of Men and Women

4. Homosexual Belief and Conduct (and other sexual perversions of God’s design for

human sexuality)

Marriage is an institution created by God where a man and a woman come together for the purpose of a lifelong companionship with each other (Genesis 2:21-24).  The marriage relationship also carries the purpose of knowing the Father and doing what he says. Marriage is a covenant of companionship and a lifelong faithfulness to each other. The roles God has called to each is for the husband to be a loving leader and the wife to be as a submissive follower (Colossians 3:18). The husband and wife are now one flesh referring to both the intimate and unique union that the husband and wife experience in the sexual union as well as the offspring of that union (children). Sex is not the primary purpose and nor does it make a marriage but it is a blessing and a privilege granted in a marriage relationship. God’s intent for marriage is to be permanent as long as each spouse lives. God wants the marriage covenant to be taken very seriously (Mark 10:9) but because we live in an imperfect world the Bible speaks about the circumstance of divorce. God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16), but it is evident that people do get divorced. Even in the Bible there were divorces. In the O.T. only men were able to divorce their wives (Deuteronomy 24:1-4). In the N.T. women were also apparently able to initiate divorce (Mark 10:12, 1 Cor. 7:13). I believe because sin entered the world, people get divorced but this was not God’s intent. Like all unconditional covenants, the marriage covenant can be broken but not cancelled out, dissolved or done away with. I believe that when people get divorced, it is only by law but in God’s eyes they are still in a marriage covenant. The broad word in Greek for “sexual immorality” is “porneia” from which we get the word pornography (Matthew 19). 

“Porneia” also constitutes fornication, marital unfaithfulness, prostitution, and adultery (a generic term for sexual sin of any kind)    I believe that since Christ has forgiven our sins, we should also forgive others (Luke 6:37) including our spouse with the help of the Holy Spirit to make a marriage permanent. I believe marriage is a covenant agreement and meant for life and it must not be broken under any circumstance and remarriage further violates the covenant and therefore not permissible (Mark 10:11).

Women in ministry: Woman can serve in the church as long as she is under the authority of a male. I don’t believe a woman should be a senior pastor (1 Corinthians 11:3) How about any associate pastor.  Give biblical evidence if you think women can be associate pastors.  This goes back to the Old Testament in that God put the authority on a man, not a woman. Even when Eve ate the fruit in the garden and gave some to Adam God called Adam to account noting his authority (text?). It’s just like being a supervisor at a job and a worker messes up. The big boss is going to question whoever who is in charge (Men are not better than a woman.  They are equals but I believe God ordained humanity this way) (Genesis 3:23).
Issues Related to Life-Style

The candidate will state his views of the Scriptures and personal practices about the

following:

1. Spiritual Disciplines

2. Stewardship, Personal Finances, and Debt

3. Moral Purity

4. Marriage and Family Priorities

Worship and Styles

The English word worship comes from 2 old English words: “weorth” which means worth and “scipe” which conveys the idea of shape or quality. We can see the old English word “ship” in words like friendship and sportsmanship referring to the quality of being a friend or the quality of being a good sport. So with worship it is the quality of having worth or being worthy. Worship simply means that we praise God by exalting him.  In worship we speak or sing about how good and powerful God is and honor him for who he is and what he has done. This is a purpose for which we are called (1 Peter 2:9). 

We should declare that God is worthy more than everything else put together. In both Greek and Hebrew languages we find that there are two major kinds of worship. The first kind means to bow down or to kneel as an act of respect and submission. The other kind means to serve. Word meanings do not prove what worship is, but they do illustrate three kinds of worship. There is a worship that involves speaking, listening, and doing for the Lord. There is a worship that expresses the heart, mind and involves the body. There is a worship that is giving praise upward, one that is receiving instruction from above and a worship that carries out instruction. Both the NT and the OT tell us that our relationship with God should involve our heart, mind, body and strength. That’s what worship should be. Worship is not just singing but whatever we do for the glory of God whether its teaching, preaching, fellowship, fasting, singing,  Holy Supper, praying, baptism etc. God deserves to be praised!  I prefer contemporary worship when it comes to praising the Lord in song but it really doesn’t matter as long as I can understand the lyrics. I believe the worship service should be prepared in advance and everything should be done in an orderly manner not letting the service get out of control where we lose our focus on who we are worshipping (1 Cor. 14:33).  

Alcohol/Drinking/Law and Liberty

Some believers hold that Christians should not drink alcohol while other believers believe it’s acceptable. There will be differences in opinions in each church. One of the first mentions of wine in the scriptures is by Melchizedek, priest of God Most High (Genesis 14:18) The Hebrew word “yayin” translated means fermented wine (not grape juice), so we see that this was alcohol. Genesis 9:21 reminds us that when wine is used excessively it causes drunkenness which is a sin (Galatians 5:21). But God told his people to buy wine or other fermented drink in Deuteronomy 14:26. God also commanded the Levite priest to include wine in the sacrifices as a drink offering (Exodus 29:40). I believe the scriptures make it clear that there is a right way and a wrong way to use alcohol. The Bible says wine gladdens the heart of a man (Psalm 104:15) but some people have abused this liberty. The Bible also talks about drinking too much wine (Proverbs 23:20; Titus 2:3). I believe too much of almost anything is bad for you.  The Christian must   be careful when it comes to the issues of alcohol.

The Bible does speak against drunkenness (Ephesians 5:18; 1 Timothy 3:3) but not about consuming alcohol. However, while alcohol is permissible, it still might not be proper for some while it may be acceptable for others.

I believe a glass of wine occasionally is not sin but being drunk on that glass of wine is sin. It is also important to abstain if you even think you are going to make somebody stumble.  This is especially important if that person has had trouble with drinking (Romans 14:20). Some people will reject the truth from the Bible about alcohol. They have made up their minds that it’s always wrong. But it is not for us to condemn them (1 Corinthians 10: 23-33). Some Christians believe that it’s better to abstain from alcohol even if the Bible does not require us to. Mainly because of the enormous destruction that can be caused alcoholic beverages. The Bible instructs us to be filled with the Spirit and not drunk on wine (Ephesians 5:18).

Prayer

As a Christian, one of the most essential elements in our life is that of real and sincere prayer. Prayer is personal communication with God. Prayers include request for us or others (intercession), confession of sin, adoration, praise and thanksgiving. God knows what we need before we ask him (Matthew 6:8) but God wants us to pray because prayer expresses our trust in God and is a means whereby our trust can increase in him. Not only does God want us to trust him, he also wants us to love him and have fellowship with him. Prayer deepens our fellowship with him. God expects us to look to him in prayer and we should pray in faith (Matthew 6:9). Prayer is the means God has given us to deal with troubles and worries (Philippians 4:6-7, 1 Peter 5:7). It is a means of communicating our needs and concerns to God   (1 John 5:14). Prayer is not meditation or repetitive (“Ommm” or Hail Mary) and neither should it be meaningless. Prayer is commanded (Matthew 6:9) and notice; Jesus says “when you pray” and not “if you pray” (Matthew 6:5-7).  Prayer is assumed in Christ’s instruction on prayer. We should pray without ceasing as an ongoing daily practice (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17). Prayer should be done properly and shouldn’t be repetitious. The most famous and often quoted prayer in the Bible is the Lord’s Prayer and it consist of adoration, confession, thanksgiving and supplication (Matthew 6 9:13). Hindrances to prayer is praying to be seen and heard by others, meaningless prayers and praying with unconfessed sin in our heart. Prayer gives glory to God and makes us recognize our personal insufficiency. Prayer also helps us to accept Gods will.

My practice of prayer is that I pray all the time. If I somehow forget to pray, it’s like somehow forgetting to put my clothes on before I leave my house. It is spiritual warfare out there and I want to be prepared for battle with the full armor of God on (Ephesians 6:10-20). Sometimes I find myself subconsciously trying to wake up and I am already praying. I usually write down a list of what I need to pray for asking for his will be done, and follow that list but most of the time I pray for more than what is on the list as the Lord opens my mind to see whatever else I need to pray for. I most often pray in my room alone with the Lord. . The reason I pray is to get a closer relationship with my creator to nurture a relationship where we communicate with each other. The Lord talks to me through his word. I talk back to the Lord through prayer. I ask for forgiveness if I have sinned against him. I give all the praise and glory and tell him how great he is and how wonderful it is to have him in my life. I thank him for what he has done and what he will do. I thank him for good and bad times. I go down the list and always pray for myself last.
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF AMERICA: Please respond to these

questions with a yes or no. If it is necessary to clarify your answer, please write a brief

explanatory response.

1. The Evangelical Free Church of America purposely allows latitude in significant areas of

doctrine (e.g. baptism, Lord’s Supper, Calvinism and Arminianism, last things, the use of

gifts of the Spirit, etc.). This has been referred to as the “significance of silence,” viz. we

will debate over these issues but we will not divide over them. Are you willing to

minister alongside those whose views differ from yours on nonessential matters?

2. Are you in harmony with the mission of the EFCA “to glorify God by multiplying

healthy churches among all people,” as well as our distinctives? Please see the following

link: http://www.efca.org/about-efca/who-we-are/distinctives-evangelical-free-churchamerica

3. Are you willing to live in accordance with the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws and

policies of the EFCA? (This does not mean that you may not support a change to any of

them through the proscribed process, cf. the next question.) Please see the following

link: http://www.efca.org/files/document/office-of-the-president/efca-articles-ofincorporation-

and-bylaws.pdf
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