       Obtaining a Provisional License through Gateway Theological Institute

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Evangelical Free Church of America has developed Gateway Theological Institute to further train those serving in our churches who are not able to go to seminary. If you enroll in Gateway and are currently serving at least 30 hours a week in a church in our district, we offer you the opportunity to obtain a two year provisional license.  Here’s how it works…

You will be asked to fill out an application to obtain a provisional license.  This application has 4 parts:

1. Read the EFCA Statement of Faith and indicate whether you agree with it.

2. Describe your call to ministry.
3. Give brief answers to 10 questions to give us an idea of your understanding of the primary  doctrines of  the EFCA.  
4. At the end of the application are three covenant statements which must be signed.  

 Gateway classes will be facilitated by  District pastors, emphasizing life change, not just increased gathering of information. Required homework consists of reading and writing assignments which will prepare you to participate in the theological discussions.

The end result of the first year of training will be a paper on the EFCA statement of Faith that you can submit for your ministerial license.  You will be prepared to answer questions in the licensing council as you apply for your 3-year license.  It will also result in a motivation to be a life-long learner who applies what he has learned to all areas of his life. Further Gateway training over the next 3-4 years will give a rounded education that will enhance your ministry and help you to meet the requirements for your permanent credential.  

GATEWAY is just that, a gateway to licensed recognition of your calling, competency and character in ministry.  It is a systematic way of working alongside of other brothers and sisters to sharpen your mind, your heart and your hands.

If you are interested in this provisional license or have questions about the process, please contact Roy Larsen at RLarsen@edaefca.org 610-395-9034 or marcos.solt@efca.org.
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